Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

May 15, 2025
9:00 a.m.
Flynn Pavilion, Belle Isle, 4435 Muse Rd., Detroit, M| 48207

Meeting began at 9:03 a.m.

Present for BIPAC
Dr. Meagan Elliott
Michael Curis
Virtual:
Angela Lugo-Thomas, Highland Park
Sommer Woods, Detroit
Dr. Lonnie Peek, Detroit

Absent
Dr. Brian Banks
Melia Howard

DNR Staff Present
Tom Bissett
Gail Fitch
Amanda Treadwell
Cynthia Boggerty-Craft
Marie Kaphengst
Griselda Trevino

Others present:
Nancy Vella, BIC
Amy Greene

Dee Dee Martin

Chair Elliott called the meeting to order at 9:05 and did roll call. There was a
qguorum present.

Chair Elliott asked for a motion to approve the April 17, 2025 meeting minutes.

Member Curris made a motion to approve, supported by Member Peek. The
minutes were approved unanimously.
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The StrEats of Belle Isle agenda item was tabled for a future meeting.

Tom Bissett, Urban District Supervisor, then gave park updates that included
updates on the DNR budget, goose management on Belle Isle, the impacts of
the federal budget reductions, water testing and buoy placement, the giant
slide, restroom openings, Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Trail progress, and staffing levels.

The next item on the agenda was law updates. Lt. Szyska advised the group
on staffing shifts, the speeding issues and how officers would be focused on
slowing speeders down, and the closure of shelter 8. Lt. Szyska advised the
committee of the district change in the law department and introduced Lt.
Damon Owens as the new Lt. of Belle Isle.

Tom Bissett then gave the infrastructure update which included updates on
the Scott Fountain, ARPA projects, casino, band shell, and zoo. More
information on the projects can be found at:
https:.//www.michigan.gov/dnr/places/state-parks/arpa-funding

Bell Isle Conservancy Update - Amy Emmert and Dr. Elliott updated the
group on the construction project at the Aquarium and operating hours, as
well as the completion of the second of the three citizen science projects.
Public Comment

Monica Sikes - Thanked the DNR for the quick response to the geese
concerns on Belle Isle and Director Scott Bowen for sending her a letter in
response to her concern.

Ralph Brown — Asked why the DNR had dams that blocked the fish from
coming into the different ponds. Mr. Brown wanted to know what the update
on the boathouse was.

Lisa DiChiera — Spoke about David Carlson and his work on the Boathouse.

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

Next regular meeting: June 26, 2025.
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