
BELLE ISLE PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES – June 26, 2025 

Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee 

Minutes 

Location: Flynn Pavilion, Belle Isle, 4435 Muse Rd., Detroit, 48207 
Date: Thursday, June 26, 2025 

 
Roll call 

Present for BIPAC 
• Dr. Meagan Elliott 
• Michael Curis 
• Angela Lugo-Thomas 

Absent 
• Sommer Woods 
• Dr. Lonnie Peek 
• Dr. Brian Banks 
• Melia Howard 

DNR Staff Present  
• Kristen Kosick, Chief 
• Tom Bissett 
• Lt. Damon Owens 
• Gail Fitch 
• Amanda Treadwell 
• Tim Novak 
• Scott Pratt 
• Darlisa Terrell 
• Griselda Trevino 
• Stephanie Wood 
• Ariel Young 
• Cynthia Boggerty-Craft 
• Barbara Graves 
• Sara Claybaugh 

Others present 
• Lance Couturier, MSP 
• Brandon Cannon, MDOS 
• Nancy Vella, BIC 
• Aly Melnick, BIC 
• Dee Dee Martin 
• Amy Greene 

 



BELLE ISLE PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES – June 26, 2025 

Opening Comments 
 
Chair Elliott opened the meeting at 9:05 and called for roll call.  Three of the 
seven members were present and there was not a quorum present.   

Information 
 
The meeting began with the introduction of the new PRD Chief Kosick who 
introduced herself to the group and spoke of her background, which 
included her prior experience with the National Park Service.  Chief Kosick 
thanked the group and expressed her appreciation for everyone on the team 
and her excitement to work with them. 
 
Tom Bissett then announced the hiring of park manager Louise Hunt, who 
could not make today’s meeting but will be introduced at the next meeting. 
 
Lauren Boyle of the Belle Isle Swim Club then gave a presentation on their 
program, with an emphasis on the members, their values, and the how, what, 
who and why of their operation.  
 
Tom Bissett, District Supervisor, then gave the park update.  He discussed the 
recent Ford fireworks show and gave appreciation to staff who made the 
event run smoothly.  He gave updates on the Scott Fountain construction 
and the safety traffic items such as speed bumps that have been installed.   
 
The next item on the agenda was the law update.  Lt. Damon Owens, 
incoming law superintendent of the park, introduced himself to the group as 
the supervisor of Belle Isle Park, Lenawee County, Wayne County, Monroe 
and Washtenaw Counties.  He said that the Law Division’s primary focus is 
saturation controls where their focus is on speeding on the island.  He then 
gave stats of the traffic stops since June 1.   
 
Amanda Treadwell then gave the infrastructure updates, covering ARPA 
projects such as the Scott Fountain, zoo removal and shelter repairs, and 
casino projects, the wayfinding and destination signage, the Ralph C. Wilson, 
Jr. Trail construction schedule, shelter #19, Nature’s Megaphone, the Belle Isle 
Park Strategic Plan, and 11 potential projects that will be up for community 
feedback.  More information on the projects can be found at: 
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/places/state-parks/arpa-funding 
  
 
Chair Elliott gave the BIC update that included an update on the Aquarium’s 
operation hours and construction status, and other island attraction’s 
operation hours, as well as their community engagement efforts.  She 
encouraged the public to take the online survey for the Belle Isle Strategic 
Plan.  The survey can be found at https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-
resources/prd/bip-strategic-plan. 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/places/state-parks/arpa-funding
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Public Comment 
 
Mark Davis – Spoke of the desire for signs on the bridge and would also like to 
see more tennis courts at the athletic field. 
 
David Carleton – Provided status update on the boathouse. 
 
Amy Hubbarth – Spoke on the desire for a ferry, signage, and traffic safety. 
 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 

Next regular meeting is July 17, 2025 at 9 a.m. 
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