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Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee  
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Date: August 15, 2024 
Location: Flynn Pavilion 

 
 
Meeting began at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present for BIPAC 

Michele Hodges, Chair 
Angela Lugo Thomas 
Meagan Elliott 
Michael Curis 

Virtual 
Sommer Woods, Detroit 

 
Absent 

Dr. Lonnie Peak 
 
DNR Staff Present 

Tom Bissett 
Gail Fitch 
Amanda Treadwell 
Lt. Todd Szyska 
Cynthia Boggerty-Craft 
Erika Compton 
Darlisa Terrell 
Anthony Olshansky 

 
Chair Hodges opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. and opened the floor for 
colleagues to introduce themselves.  
 
Chair Hodges then asked for a motion to approve the July 18, 2024, meeting 
minutes.  The motion to approve the minutes was made by Member Curis, 
supported by Member Elliott, and passed unanimously.   
 
The next item on the agenda was the Parks and Recreation update.  Tom 
Bissett, Urban District Supervisor, reported that they are currently working 
through the capital outlay priorities for 2025 and should be hearing soon on 
how Belle Isle and the Urban District faired. Two successful proposals were 
submitted for the boathouse and the DNR will be reviewing them for the 
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criteria that was set forward.  After review, they will be presented to the 
Conservancy, the Committee, the rowing club and the sailing club.   
 
Gail Fitch, Park Supervisor, gave a park update that included the status of 
shelter reservations and event spaces, and the giant slide schedule which will 
run through Labor Day weekend.   
 
Lt. Todd Szyska, DNR Law, then gave the law update with a presentation of 
the enforcement statistics on the island that included number of contacts, 
complaints, arrests, warrant arrests, warnings, assists, and tickets, as well as 
the year 2023 summer and year 2024 summer comparison.   
 
Member Curis asked if Michigan State Police’s numbers are comparable to 
the DNR’s and asked how many speed signs are on the island.  Lt. Szyska said 
he believes that MSP’s numbers would be lower and that there are four speed 
signs on the island. 
 
Amanda Treadwell, Urban Field Planner, then gave the infrastructure update.  
The presentation included updates on the conservatory, casino, shelters, the 
mobility study, the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trail, and the Wet Mesic Flatwoods 
Trail (presentation attached). 
 
Public Comment 
 
Richard Rybicki – Would like to see progress on the police station building, 
and mentioned that in four years, they will be celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of police radio, which began in Detroit.  
 
Member Comment 
 
Member Elliott urged anyone to reach out if they have community meetings 
where it would be beneficial to come speak. 
 
Member Woods expressed that she was excited that the Flynn is open. 
 
Chair Hodges wished Sommer Woods a happy birthday.  
 
Member Elliott said they will be celebrating the aquarium’s 120th anniversary 
on Sunday.    
 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 
 
Next regular meeting: Thursday, September 19, 2024 at 9 a.m. 
 



Belle Isle Park
Advisory Committee
Infrastructure Updates
August 15, 2024

June 20, 2024



Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory
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Floor replacement in Showroom underway.



Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory
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Floor replacement in Showroom complete.



Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory
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Lake Tacoma overlook to has new concrete paving.



Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory
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New roof on vestibule underway.



Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory
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Contractor removing brick around steel supports in preparation of repair/replacement. 



Belle Isle Casino
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Copper ornament acting as lighting protection placed on towers. 



Belle Isle Casino
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Clay roof tiles installed on towers. 



Belle Isle Casino
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Casino roof, masonry repair and copper flashing installation underway. 



Belle Isle Casino
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Porch ceiling repairs underway. Damage due to leaks from mechanical room



Belle Isle Casino
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Porch ceiling repairs underway. Damage due to leaks from mechanical room



Shelter #9
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Shelter #9 structural repairs underway



Multimodal Mobility Study
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I. Working through Phase 1 Wayfinding
• Bridge entry and toll booth signage final 

revisions underway.

• Signage to be contracted this year. Install 
may be in 2025.

II. Final Report to be issued this month

III. Final recommendations to be 
published in September and invitation 
to public to participate in next phase, 
The Belle Isle Strategic Development 
Plan.



Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trail
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Interim circulation 
recommendations
• Increase pedestrian circulation
• Increase bicycle circulation
• Improve vehicular circulation



Wet Mesic Flatwoods Trail
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Wet Mesic Flatwoods Trail
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