
Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Date: September 18, 2025 
Meeting time: 9:00 a.m.  

Location:  Belle Isle Park, Flynn Pavilion 

 

Roll Call  

Present 

• Dr. Meagan Elliott 
• Michael Curis 
• Melia Howard 
• Sommer Woods, Virtual, Detroit 

 
Excused 
 

• Dr. Lonnie Peek 
• Angela Lugo-Thomas 

Unexcused 

• Brian Banks 

DNR Staff Present 

• Tom Bissett 
• Gail Fitch 
• Louise Hunt 
• Amanda Treadwell 
• Buffy Coulter 
• Marie Kaphengst 
• Darlisa Terrell 
• Griselda Trevino 
• Cynthia Boggerty-Craft 

Others Present 

• Maud Lyon, BIC 
• Danielle Jackson, BIC 

Meeting Minutes 



Opening Comments 

Chair Elliott opened the meeting at 9 a.m.  She reminded committee members who are attending 
a meeting virtually need to state for the record where they are calling from, and reminded everyone 
that the public comment portion of the meeting is not intended to be a back-and-forth question 
and answer period, but for comments only.   

Information 

Tom Bissett, Urban District Supervisor, then gave a park update, which included the ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trail, the summer youth group work at Milliken and Belle Isle, 
staffing updates, the park budget and the casino opening.   

Kristen Kosick, Chief, then spoke of the department budget that is currently going through the 
legislative process and the potential impacts to Belle Isle.  Some questions were answered.  

With the addition of member Woods and a quorum present, Chair Elliott called for a motion to 
approve the August 21, 2025 meeting minutes.  The motion was moved by member Curis and 
seconded by member Howard.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Park updates continued with Louise Hunt, Park Supervisor, introduced the two new General Office 
Assistants, the MDOT construction at the MacArthur Bridge, the beach closure, street light 
installation, and finishing work on the casino.   

The next item on the agenda was the law update.  Lt. Damon Owens, DNR Law, reported on the 
current staff shifts, the continuous speed issues, and the increased boating enforcement near 
Hipster Beach. 

Amanda Treadwell, Urban Field Planner, then presented the infrastructure updates that included 
the ARPA projects, aquarium, Scott Fountain, casino project, and a status update on the former 
zoo removal and bidding process.  Project progress can be found at: 
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/places/state-parks/arpa-funding.  Member Curis requested the 
Belle Isle infrastructure report be sent to the members ahead of the meetings. 

Dr. Elliott then gave the Belle Isle Conservancy update that included the outcome of the Garden 
Party, jazz concert, reflected on the connectivity with the opening of the trail, and the Belle Isle 
Commons idea.   

Public Comment 

David Carlton – Provided an update on the boathouse meetings.  

Amy Hubbarth – Thanked everyone for their hard work, talked about boathouse, ferry docks. 

Lisa Rousseau-Clark – Spoke about the problem of speeding on the island and bicyclists on the 
no-biking trails. 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/places/state-parks/arpa-funding


Suzanne Nash, Music on Belle Isle – Thanked Amanda Treadwell, Tom Bissett and Robb McKay for 
helping with the REMIC rehab kickoff meeting and said the Sounds in the Park event was 
wonderful.   

Robin Heller – Thanked MDNR staff and the Conservancy for supporting the Garden Party event. 

Carol Rhoades – Spoke about the Commons meetings on Tuesday night and how she could not 
hear any of the commenters because the music was too loud. 

Member Comments 

Michael Curis would like a summary of the boathouse at each meeting. 

Sommer Woods spoke about safety issues on the trails.  She suggested signage on the trails that 
states the rules and a number to call to report violators.  Law enforcement recommended 
reporting issues or violations to the RAP line at 1-800-292-7800. 

Dr. Elliott recommended to the public to support the park through reach-out to their legislators.  
For the next meeting on October 16 she asked for a summary of budget impacts to the island, for 
monthly attendance numbers in comparison to last year, speed and safety reports from law 
enforcement, a boathouse update that includes a budget and timeline, and she will share more 
about the Commons Plan.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 

The next regular meeting is Thursday, October 16, 2025 at 9 a.m. 
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