
Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Date: October 16, 2025 
Meeting time: 9:00 a.m.  

Location:  Belle Isle Park, Park Headquarters 

 

Roll Call  

Present 

• Dr. Meagan Elliott 
• Michael Curis 
• Angela Lugo-Thomas 
• Sommer Woods, virtual, Detroit 

Unexcused 

• Rev. Lonnie Peek 
• Brian Banks 
• Melia Howard 

DNR Staff Present 

• Kristen Kosick Chief 
• Tom Bissett 
• Louise Hunt 
• Gail Fitch 
• Amanda Treadwell 
• Lt. Damon Owens 
• Buffy Coulter 
• Marie Kaphengst 
• Darlisa Terrell 
• Robb McKay 
• Nicole Hill 
• Griselda Trevino 
• Cynthia Boggerty-Craft 
• Sara Claybaugh 
• Barbara Graves 

Others Present 



• Maud Lyon, BIC 
• Amy Greene, Nature Center 

Meeting Minutes 

Opening Comments 

Chair Elliott opened the meeting at 9 a.m.  She began the meeting with the announcement 
and congratulations to Tom Bissett who has accepted the position as Assistant Chief of the 
Parks and Recreation Division.   

Chair Elliot presented Resolution 10-2025-01, a resolution to honor the impact of Tom 
Bissett of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  The members and staff 
expressed their appreciation to Tom for his service.  Chief Kosick said they are working on a 
working out of class role for the Urban District Supervisor position that Tom is vacating.   

Information 

The meeting then moved to the parks and recreation update and Chief Kosick spoke about 
the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trail, the transition with positions, 
and the passed budget of which PRD experienced some cuts to funding.  She introduced 
Buffy Coulter, who is working in an out of class capacity as the Administrative Services 
Chief, so she could give a budget update. 

Buffy Coulter then gave a brief overview of the DNR, Parks and Recreation, and the Belle 
Isle Park budgets.  Member Curis asked for a comparison of the budget to the prior year to 
be presented at a future meeting. 

A quorum was established with the addition of member Sommer Woods virtually.   

The next item on the agenda was the park update.  Louise Hunt, Park Supervisor, went over 
Belle Isle Park attendance numbers with a chart that compared numbers from 2023 – 2025 
for the months of June through September.  She covered seasonal staffing levels, facility 
winterization, and next year event applications. 

Member Curis asked if they could provide attendance numbers for the full year compared 
to the last year so they could determine what they could do in the down months to bring 
attendance numbers up.   

Gail Fitch, Park Manager, spoke on the winterization of the facilities if the weather changes 
and the plan to communicate the closures. 

Lt. Damon Owens then gave the law update with information on staffing hours and the Stuff 
the Truck upcoming event. 



Chair Elliott then did a roll call.   

Chair Elliott then called for a motion to approve the revised September 18, 2025 meeting 
minutes with the correction of member Lugo-Thomas’ unexcused absence.  The motion 
was moved by member Curis and seconded by member Lugo-Thomas.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

The meeting then continued with the infrastructure update from Amanda Treadwell, Urban 
Field Planner.  Project progress can be found at: 
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/places/state-parks/arpa-funding. 

Dr. Elliott suggested to invite a Michigan Department of Transportation representative to 
future meetings to address speedbumps and roadways on the island.   

Member Woods suggested more communication about, and enforcement, for the trails. 

Chair Elliott then provided the Belle Isle Conservancy update with a presentation on the 
Commons area and operational hours. 

Public Comment 

Mr. Brown – Spoke about speed bumps and having more shaded areas using carports.   

Patty Fedewa – Spoke about the litter on the island, the wood in the canals, and requested 
to add a policy of balancing naturescapes with hardscapes. 

Monica Sipe (written comments):  

1) I'm hoping Belle Isle stays natural with continued wildlife habitat and not paved over 
everywhere. Removing plantings/grasses/trees will alter it from the beautiful natural haven 
it currently is. 
2) What percentage of Max Capacity is the 5.5 million Annual Attendance? 
3) Is it known of any Detroit Mayoral candidate plans to visit Belle Isle during their 
campaigns? 

Member Comments 

Member Lugo-Thomas commented that she appreciates and agrees with the comments on 
naturscapes and would also like to see more minority inclusivity with the island planning. 

Dr. Elliott spoke on the collaboration and the efforts to move towards a more natural space 
and how all of the pieces are being considered together with input from the public.  She 
spoke on leadership representation and the community engagement piece in relation to 
representation and the participation in the survey, which reached over 12,000 respondents.   

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/places/state-parks/arpa-funding


Member Woods spoke regarding the legacy users of the park and the need to level all uses.  
She is not in favor of removing the paddock, as the park does need space for parking.  She 
would like the department to understand the need for a balance and to take into 
consideration that the park is one of the truly affordable recreation spaces available to 
Detroiters.    

Chief Kosick stated that the department follows their mission of protecting the cultural and 
natural resources. 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

The next regular meeting is Thursday, November 20, 2025 at 9 a.m. 
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