
EQUINE TRAILS SUBCOMMITTEE (ETS) 
MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 19, 2020 
 Microsoft Teams Meeting 

1 
 

 
ATTENDEES: 
ETS       DNR 
Amy Scharmen      Paul Yauk 
Jenny Cook      Nikki Van Bloem 
Kristie Walls      Annalisa Centofanti 
Karen Bahrman      Ron Yesney 
OTHERS:      Nicole Toman 
Dug Jordan      Trevor McGinn 
Todd Farrell      Scott Pratt 
Anna Lee      Rob Katona 
Karen DeOrnellas     Dakota Hewlett 
       Jason Fleming 
       Kim Kennedy 
       Jacklin Blodgett 
       Paige Perry 
       Jill Sell 
       Greg Kinser 
       Mike Terrell 
 
Meeting was called to order by committee Chairperson, Amy Scharmen, at 1:02 p.m. 
  
WELCOME 
 
Amy Scharmen introduced herself and did a roll call for the committee members. Jenny Cook, Kristie 
Walls, and Karen Bahrman were present.  
 
Amy Scharmen proposed changes to the June 17, 2020 meeting minutes that were submitted in writing 
prior to this meeting. Amy read the script to the committee and motioned to accept the revision, Jenny 
Cook and Karen Bahrman were first and second to approve. All committee members were in favor of the 
modifications and approved the June 17, 2020 meeting minutes.  
 
Amy Scharmen added an item to the August 19, 2020 meeting agenda. Under Business items, insert and 
update from Michigan Trails Advisory Council (MTAC) chairperson, Bob Wilson. Amy has a statement she 
will be reading from Bob, since he could not attend in person today. Kristie Walls asked that committee 
updates be moved to the beginning of the meeting, rather than at the end. Amy and Kristie agreed that 
the updates will remain in place for this meeting, however, for future meetings place the agenda item at 
the beginning of the meetings. Amy motioned for an approval of the August 19 meeting minutes with 
proposed changes, both Kristie Walls and Jenny Cook were first and second to approve, with all in favor. 
  
BUSINESS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION  
 
Amy Scharmen read a statement from MTAC Chairperson, Bob Wilson, reminded everyone to vote for 
the upcoming NRC trust fund.  
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Also, the last full week in September is trails week. Bob reported that there is good progress being made 
on the Nonmotorized Funding Workgroup. 
  
COVID19 
Nikki Van Bloem (DNR) said the department is sorting through budget and spending restrictions, working 
on approvals to release the funds. Nikki provided a visual description of an essential spending chart and 
what is needed for approval. This spending freeze was intense, with the Director and Governor outlining 
what was acceptable. All trails in the state have experienced very heavy use. The DNR has restricted 
funds and by law can only be spent on designated directives. General fund (tax dollars) have not been 
easy to move forward. Most of maintenance money has been freed up. Some projects have received the 
approval to move forward. Fiscal year ends in a month and a half, and we do not know what will happen 
with the 2021 budget.  
 
Tin Cup, Ionia, and Waterloo all fall into general funds and will need to fit the essential expense approval 
outlined in the chart that was presented. Kristie Walls, committee member, asked if there have been 
discussions about extensions of funds that have already been granted. Nikki said most grants still have 2 
more years to spend. Kristie asked if funds are sitting idle right now, or will they disappear. Nikki is not 
sure what the answer is. Scott Pratt (DNR) said there will be a discussion coming up surrounding these 
types of scenarios and hope to have answers and more direction in the following weeks.  
  
Nikki Van Bloem talked about a recent disbursement from the NRC Trust Fund of $28M. These funds are 
appropriated to designated land acquisition and developments. Applications are received in Spring for 
grant coordinators to review and score. At the December NRC meeting, final scores are announced. 
These awards are in the making at least one to one and half year before they are assigned and 
appropriated. Local communities typically receive these monies for development and land acquisitions. 
Nikki did not see any of these awards directly related to equine trails component for this round. Kristie 
Walls mentioned that Waterloo possibly has a project that could be considered for submittal.  
  
Survey Update 
Jason Fleming (DNR) presented the survey questions prepared by the ETS group. The committee asked 
how the questions can be distributed to campers, is it possible to go back to people that had 
reservations? For those that did not have reservations, can the department have ability to pass out 
survey link information. Responses included desires for more access to power, corrals, and a better 
water system. Discussions during the nonmotorized funding workgroup has sparked an idea for users to 
purchase bridle tags. Can this idea be added to the survey? Kristie Walls feels this is a great idea but 
suggests including a disclaimer restricting the funds to be exclusive for equine. Anna Lee, participant, 
has a QR bar code to scan and trail users can easily access a survey. Kristie Walls recommended post 
cards at the camp site with QR codes. Anna Lee said the purpose of her survey is to determine where 
and why equestrians are riding, also how can locations be improved. Anna Lee said the feedback 
received has been very good. Anna Lee will share results with DNR and Forest Services.  
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Camping Conflicts 
Amy Scharmen reported that campers are feeling scared and helpless due to what is going on in the 
campgrounds. Volunteers are frustrated and sad at Fort Custer. Trust has been broken. Jenny Cook said 
horse people have a different schedule than non-horse campers. Kristie Walls said most non-horse 
campers choose to not understand the differences. This time, July and August are the problem months. 
Jason Fleming said he will share the notes from a January conference call which focused on making the 
horse camping a better experience. Jason said a filter has been added to the reservation page identifying 
equestrian camp sites. The filter ensures equine campers must have a horse to occupy the site. Kristie 
Walls asked for verification that if you make a horse campground reservation and arrive at the park 
without horses, you can be denied that spot. Jason Fleming said yes that is correct. Although Jason said 
it is the Managers/Rangers discretion for people that do not have a reservation and show up at a 
campground with no horses, according to site availability. Kristie asked if a land use order could be 
implemented, redirecting behaviors to include dogs, kids, bikes, and vehicles. Jenny Cook added to 
enforce a horse specific quiet time. Amy Scharmen commented she is not sure, with staff shortages, 
how patrolling will be available to make these changes effective and safe. Jason Fleming said next year 
will reflect changes. Jason asked what will this new normal look like with attendance numbers, will we 
still see the heavy use? Jason wants to work on next steps and understands the frustrations. He is 
moving forward implementing the changes that will make a camping experience more enjoyable and 
safer for all.  
  
Ortonville 
A proposal was submitted to expand the trail, adding additional miles. Horse users feel there is not 
enough trail to stay busy for a weekend, therefore camp sites are not fully occupied. Stewardship has 
been working with this trail proposal since March of 2019. Ray (DNR) from stewardship, reported that 
the trails are fully built out. Jason Fleming has read the email from Ray. Ray has made 
recommendations, with concerns about wetlands and preserve areas. Stewardship is not in support, 
that does not mean the proposal is dead in the water. Jason Fleming will schedule a meeting with Todd 
(DNR), Ray (DNR), Mike Terrel (DNR), and Karen DeOrnellas.  
  
Nonmotorized Funding Update 
Kristie Walls has a written update she has provided. Nikki Van Bloem said the group is meeting 1 time a 
month, however most of the members do not know each other, and there is still a discovery period 
taking place. Nikki stated the group really needs to focus on maintenance, that is where the gap exists. 
Dakota Hewlett commented that the first couple of meetings have involved throwing around ideas and 
concepts. This is a big project the group has taken on, and it will take a while to get there, said Dakota. 
Kristie Walls mentioned she has introduced the idea of a bridal tag to the group for discussion. 
   
Trails Week 
Dakota Hewlett reported that Michigan Trails and Greenway Alliance has partnered with the DNR to 
sponsor a Trails Week, which is scheduled for the last full week in September 20 – 27.  Registration is 
free for this virtual event. Each participant will track their miles for the week. There is an overall goal of 
100K miles. Participants will have an option to donate to trail projects. Prizes will be awarded to trail 
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users that log miles. Stay tuned for an upcoming press release. The registration link will hopefully roll 
out the first week of September.  
 
Kal Haven Rail Trail Jenny Cook reported there is a lot of interest from people on Facebook and Allegan 
county that are very interested in using this older trail. Jenny will be meeting with Matt Metzger (DNR) 
soon to discuss.  

  
Vacant ETS Position 
Paul Yauk said the process is moving forward with the recommendation for ETS/MTAC tourism position 
with Joy VanDrie. The letters are with the DNR Director right now, and we should have a response soon. 
Amy Scharmen informed everyone that Dick Kleinhardt sent in his resignation. Amy asked to please 
prepare a letter thanking Dick for his time. Paul Yauk said the DNR will be posting the available vacancy 
and candidates will be sent to the Director.  
  
ETS Trail and Implementation Plan 
Tabled to next meeting 
  
UPDATES 
  
Committee Updates / DNR Updates (written reports included) 
 
ETS Committee members have submitted written updates (included). 
 
Committee members asked Scott Pratt (DNR) to follow up and see if bikers can be excluded from Proud 
Lake trails. Also, the CIS trail in central Michigan, can EQ riders use this trail? Jill Sell (DNR) will look into 
the CIS trail equestrian use restriction history. Jill will plan to have an update by the October meeting. 
  
Karen Barnham, committee member, reported that the Thunder Valley Trail has low equine use. Karen 
said the trails are very short and there is not a water supply. Also, a railroad track runs through the land.  
A speedway is located very close to the land, where races can be heard. Equine users look for longer 
trails to ride that offer water and various terrains. Thunder Valley should not consider expanding under 
these less than ideal conditions.  Ron Yesney (DNR) commented that the Blueberry Ridge closure was 
enforced by the Natural Resource Commission and the Director. The trail is just as close to the speedway 
and offers very little water access. Kristie Walls asked if there was a reason given why Blueberry Ridge 
was closed to equine users. Ron Yesney said a land use order was put in place because of user conflict. 
Additionally, the terrain is very hilly and all sand, which can create large wash outs with horses using the 
trails. The trail was originally built as a cross country ski trail.  
  
Rob Katona reported the Van Riper State Park discussed adding horse camp sites. However, COVID19 
has tabled the talks.  
 
Jenny Cook voiced concerns about horse etiquette and safety while riding trails and in campgrounds. 
Jenny asked that the DNR staff see the importance behind the need to implement safety rules and 
guidelines. 
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UPCOMING MEETING DATES 
Talk about dates for 2021 will be addressed at the next meeting.  
  
CLOSING 
Amy Scharmen, committee chairperson, made a motion to end the meeting at 5:01 p.m. All were in 
favor.  
 

 



 

 

 



ETS Report - SE – August 2020 

Events – All events have cancelled except for the Proud Lake and Kensington camping weekend, we are 
not holding the Circle Ride but are holding group camps at both parks since there is not camping at 
either park unless it’s a group camp. No potluck, no meals, just open camping and riding provided. 

Pinckney – Pinckney trails are suffering from erosion with increased usage, torrential rain and our steep 
sandy hills are washing out badly, we are looking at having to close sections of trail. We already had to 
close one very short, steep and sandy hill trail which leads into a sand bowl, three other trails lead into 
and out of the same area, so that one was not a huge loss. The rest of the areas are on trails we 
definitely do not want to lose. Our park manager has been wonderful to deal with, immediately 
attending to closing that trail, fixing a sinkhole in another section of trail and they cleared a bunch of 
downfall while they were out there. We thank them for all the help, it’s been a crazy year trying to keep 
up with the trails, we have attended to at least 30-40 other trees already this season since we have been 
allowed to again in June. We also will be improving a muddy section of trail soon just north of our water 
crossing. The supplies have been provided by the DNR, we will just have to do the work or spreading the 
cloth and gravel. For the washed out trails, we will be working with the DNR to come up with solutions 
to that problem. We have also had fat tire and mountain bike tire tracks on our trails, park manager has 
been notified, we need more no bike signage on the trails. 

Proud Lake – Horse and bike trail separation, Bill Harmon with bikes GPS’d trails, Cindy with Proud Lake 
is going to initiate a meeting between groups and DNR to hopefully take it to the next step. Could there 
be a deadline given for separation of trails to motivate bikers to get out there and build their trails? 
A Proud Lake board member and an inexperienced rider had a mountain biker ride by and laugh at 
them, not slow down as the horse and inexperienced rider were scared. Another biker that same day 
would not slow down and slammed on his brakes and slid right next to the horses. When asked why he 
would not slow down when asked to, he said “because you didn’t say please.”  

Lakelands Trail bike experience – My friend and I rode the Lakelands Trail (rail trail) one Saturday 
recently. It was busy with bikes. We had four sets of bikers pass us on the section of trail we rode. One 
was a couple of women, wonderful, friendly, just out having a nice ride, we stopped our horses and rode 
them back by the women as they approached us. We had a single, young man approach from behind, he 
had that look on his face of not listening to anything we said, and he in fact did not. He hunched over his 
handlebars and sped on by, ear buds in his ears, unfriendly look on his face, not paying attention to my 
waving arms or requests for him to slow down. Another man came by, more mature, and he looked too 
tired to speak, he was coming towards us and was going slower. And then a young man came out of 
nowhere behind us, both my friend and I were looking behind us frequently as we do on that trail and all 
of a sudden, he was there, shifting his bike and getting ready to ride in between our horses!! We both 
got over and I think he did go between us, never slowing down. He was friendly enough, but did not 
announce his presence and as he was speeding up ahead, I yelled at him that he really needed to slow 
down around horses, he just looked back and said nothing. I am SOOOO thankful my horses are good 
with riders, any of those could have been a bad wreck for bikers and riders and horses except for the 
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women, I think they would have done exactly what we asked. I did not ask them to stop as I chose to 
turn around and let them ride by. 
 
Ortonville – Why have Todd and Karen not yet received an answer on if and where they can go from 
here? What follow up is there within the DNR to make sure trail extensions are given a fair shot? A camp 
of 25 sites needs more than 8.5 miles of trail. 
Email sent 7-27-20 with no reply: “To date Karen and Todd are no closer to having an answer as to 
where they can go from here from Stewardship than they were prior to our June meeting when it was 
denied by Stewardship. Ortonville has only 8.5 miles of equestrian trails with a 25 site equestrian 
campground, that is just not enough mileage to bring many campers in for a whole weekend of camping. 
One of the goals of the ETS Trail Implementation Plan has been to expand mileage at any given area to 
at least 10 miles of trails, something which could be achieved with the trail expansion proposed at 
Ortonville. Has Stewardship been made aware of this goal of the DNR and ETS and the reasons why this 
is extremely important, that it would indeed increase usage. The Ortonville equestrian trails at one time 
were slated to have 20+ miles of trails, at this time, Karen and Todd asked for an increase of 2.5 miles. 
This park is the furthest east side in the SE region and stands to attract many riders from that area with 
an increase in trails, as well as those who live outside of the area, who would like 10+ miles of trails to 
ride when they are choosing a campground. 

Can we please have some follow up on how they can get an answer as to where they can go from here 
to improve the riding experience for visitors to Ortonville? Do they need to scout a new trail, is that an 
option? Is it still an option that the trail they proposed could be viable?” 

CSI trail in Central Michigan – Why can horses not ride this trail? It is gravel and gets very little use of 
any kind, is getting overgrown. A rider set up a trail camera for two weeks and not one trail user went 
by, lots of wildlife. 
 
Statement on the Unrest of the Horse Trails and Camping Experience in Michigan: 
Frustration is rampant at this time with so many trail advocates not being given the courtesy of a reply 
by the DNR. Even in my volunteer roles, I have always believed that if someone took the time to reach 
out to me, they deserved the courtesy of my reply, even if my answer was not one they were hoping for. 
At least they were not just left wondering, not having any idea what the answer may be. They can move 
onto their next step, start creating new plans which fully depend on the answer they needed. I think we 
on ETS and the active volunteers in our friends groups are where we are because we are the “get-it-
done” types. I don’t know any of us who are not always thinking of how to improve the riding and 
camping experience for riders in our adopted areas of the state. It is all consuming, there is truly not a 
day that goes by that we are not involved in some way, in our trails. And many days, we spend many 
hours actually working towards that goal. Imagine what we could get done if we could get the 
communication, cooperation and support we deserve from the whole of the DNR.  

Frustration also comes because our safety needs are not being listened to. I am keeping track of 
camping conflicts between equestrian and non-equestrians, there were an incredible amount of 
conflicts on just the Fourth of July weekend when non-equestrians were allowed to camp in equestrian 



camps where they are not usually allowed due to a glitch in the system with many more conflicts 
happening in the state forest campgrounds where shared usage is allowed at this time. From cars driving 
too fast, guns, fireworks, racing cars, dirt bikes and UTVs, loud music, illegal drug use, rowdy, drunk 
campers to non-horse campers taking the only sites which larger camping rigs can use, or the sites 
nearest the amenities meant for horses campers, full equestrian campgrounds while non-equestrian 
camps are NOT full, difficulty getting reservations for September and October in equestrian camps, 
loose dogs, inquisitive kids, it’s all already happening and that’s only within these past two months! 
Please see attached camping conflict file. 

 Bikes on our single track trails do not work either and we want to know that we can be safe on these 
trails throughout the entire state of Michigan. There are MANY horseback riders in my area who will 
now not ride the Lakelands trail which is a non-motorized rail to trail (not even a single track) which 
connects to the Pinckney Rec trails and surrounding communities. Horses are allowed on 34 miles of it. 
But because of the horrible and downright dangerous experiences they have had with bikers who think 
they should not have to share the trail with horses, they have given up riding the trail. Some of these 
riders live or board just off the trail and would otherwise be able to enjoy the trail often, as they should 
be able to. We have also been pushed off much of the trail because of trail improvements for bikers. 
Paving the trail makes it unusable for horseback riders, even if we are still allowed on those sections, as 
does a large increase in activity which makes it unsafe for horse use. 

And please know, I have also had plenty of good experiences with bikers on the trail. I own a mountain 
bike and ride. As a child, I was either hiking, biking or riding my horse every day and many days all three. 
The fact remains that horseback riders are on the losing end when shared trails cannot be shared any 
longer, when the conflicts become too great. Too much bike use will push horses out whether there is a 
ban or not. And too many, although probably not even a majority, of bikers do not want to share the 
trails with horses and are happy to just have all the trails. Even taking over trails that horse riders have 
built. Look to Fort Custer as an example.  

We need to be listened too, that is what we, as ETS, are here for. Others do not know our needs better 
than we do. They cannot and they do not. 

Camping and Trail User Conflicts – please see attached file. We need to know who to contact for 
immediate action and that information needs to be front and center at all camps. How will the LUOD 
rules be enforced, will they really even be enforced? How will the DNR protect against victim blaming 
when conflicts are reported? Are camps going to be patrolled daily, nightly, when? Is motorized usage 
allowed and if so, who is responsible for erosion issues at the camps? If not, how will this be enforced? 
 
Camping Survey ETS suggestions – please see attached file 



Central Region Report                                                                              August 19, 2020 
Kristie Walls   

 

Reservations System Issue – It seems when the reservations system was updated over the winter some, 
but not all, required check boxes indicating Horses must be part of camping in an Equine campground 
were left off the site. Elk Hill and Brighton still kept the disclaimer.  This was corrected about 10 days 
later. 

Communication – The reservation system misfire brought back to attention the communication issue 
that seems to be ongoing, or at least recurring, with many DNR personnel. I emailed initially on July 4, 
and knowing that was a holiday, and furloughs and vacations were happening, I waited a week before 
expecting a response. There were enough people on the email, someone had to have been available to 
respond; however, it wasn’t until I forwarded the email and included higher leadership that I got any 
response. What I received, after having asked for two appropriate unit supervisors to be copied in, was 
instruction to send it again and I was given their addresses. I feel I was treated like an employee who 
had not properly executed a letter, rather than respected as a volunteer citizen giving up my personal 
time to benefit the DNR and the public. 

I was never given a direct response, but an internal letter from Jason Fleming to Andru Jevicks at Yankee 
Springs was forwarded to me. This addressed the CAMIS situation, and the “agreement” worked out last 
winter to manage the equestrian campgrounds in 2020 as they had been in 2019. Nothing was 
mentioned At All regarding the safety issues that had already arisen, and were included in my letter. This 
really speaks to the problem of only getting the most limited answer possible.  Why do we have to press 
so hard in order to get an appropriate response? Why is it made so difficult for us? 

Camping – Please explain what the statement from Jason Fleming means. “In 2021, we will put into place 
LUOD’s that would restrict non-horse friendly activities from those  campgrounds, along with 6 month 
preference for equestrian users (similar to our accessible requirements) for making reservations.“  While I 
realize the letter I copied this from (mentioned above, written to Andru Jevicks) did not go into full 
detail, I would like clarification at this point. 

Realize . . . the volunteers that have made up ETS since its inception feel that years were spent achieving 
horse only campgrounds, and we see a process beginning to take them away – again. There are 38 non-
horse campgrounds in state parks, and only 8 campgrounds that allow horses. Horse campers volunteer 
in horse campgrounds consistently, while the same is not said of non-horse campgrounds. Ron Olson 
told us all at ETS in February that investments in horse camps were not for the later purpose of turning 
them over to non-horse campers. I don’t think there’s been one similar statement from anyone else in 
the DNR. 

Additional points: 

 Better signage is needed at Elk Hill defining where the people camp is located. 

Ranger numbers need to be posted in all campgrounds, AND phones need to be answered and 
responded to. 

 Why are there still no people camps at Elk Hill on the reservation system?  This is ridiculous. 



Events – Due to the rules imposed for holding events in parks this year, to my knowledge the only 
equine group to manage to have one was Ionia’s Forbidden Trail Ride. We made the event virtual, and 
canceled all planned interactions. At this time, to the best of my knowledge all events have been 
canceled for 2020, except possibly the Turkey Trot at Waterloo. That event, like Ionia’s ride – is just that 
– a ride, so distancing is not an issue if sign up methods can be made to meet DNR requirements. 

Ionia – We were finally able to get our excavator in to spread more gravel on our Confidence Course just 
two weeks ago. The rule that volunteers cannot work if park employees are laid off or on furlough, is 
extremely self-defeating for the parks. It’s not like we walk in and do work the employee was going to 
do. The whole point of our volunteering, is because the work was not going to happen otherwise. 

Sleepy Hollow – has cancelled all camping events, and they’re trying to figure out how to hold some one 
day fundraisers before the year is out. They are waiting until cooler weather to replace a staging area 
drain, and their PMP project for 2 covered stalls at each rental cabin has been frozen. Are the funds 
available and can this be moved forward? The state wants increased usage of the cabins, and they are 
located right next to the horse trails. This is a great solution. 

Yankee Springs – All fundraising events at Yankee Springs have been cancelled this year. 

Waterloo – Chad Simpson will be on the call, so he can speak for actions and plans there. 



SW MICHIGAN ETS AUGUST 2020 REPORT by Jenny Cook 

Allegan County State Game Area – Allegan County Pleasure Riders hosted their 46th Annual 

Benefit Ride on August 15, 2020 where they raised over $12,000 for Wings of Hope Hospice, 

Wings Home and Renew Therapeutic Riding Center in Allegan County.  We enjoyed great 

company on excellent trails maintained by Friends of Allegan County Equestrian Trails System 

(F.A.C.E.T.S.).  There were riders from ages 5 old to 86 years young and every age in between 

enjoying the great outdoors. 

Bass River Recreational Area – On 8-6-2020 the Bass River Horse Friends Groups met with DNR 

Manager Pat Whalen.  Mr. Whalen would like biking trails separate from horse, hiking and 

hunting trails.  Members of the Horse Friends Group marked over 10 miles of horse, hiking and 

hunting trails as instructed by Mr. Whalen.  DNR Pat Whalen wants to meet with the biking 

group to compare their trails system and designate separate horse, hiking and hunting trails 

from biking trails.  The Grand Haven Greenway is establishing a linear trail from Grand Rapids to 

Grand Haven that will travel through Bass River Recreational Area.  Horse riders want to put 

horse, hiking and hunting trails on the map as we expect this area to have more activity as the 

Grand River Greenway is developed. 

Ft Custer Recreational Area – Horse Trails and the Horse Campgrounds continue to be 

maintained by the Ft Custer Horse friends Association.  We will be having a meeting with some 

members of SWMMB (Southwest Michigan Mountain Bike Association) on Wednesday, August 

19 at 9:00a.m.  We would like to recognize how we are all ambassadors of the trails and 

outdoor recreation.  We are looking for ways we can work together but also keep our trails 

systems separate.  We will be clearing some of the areas where our trails systems intersect for 

better vision and safety. 

We continue to have disturbances in the Equestrian Camping and Parking area with vehicles 

spinning and spraying gravel at our trucks and horse trailers and driving too fast causing horses 

to react and put horseback riders in danger. 

*** Intermixed camping is not appreciated due safety concerns of non-horse people getting too 

close to our horses, scaring our horses with random activities and toys, driving too fast and the 

loud, up-all-night camping practices.  Non-horse people do not need to be up early in the 

morning to care for their livestock like horse owners do.  Horse owners prefer the campground 

to be quiet after dark so we can be aware of any dangers for our horses who are usually 

standing on a line with unfamiliar surroundings and not much protection.  Intermixed camping 

eliminates the recreation of horse owners by putting us constantly on guard with non-horse 

people and activities that scare our horses and breaks down the several layers of trust we have 

built with our horses. ***  

** We encourage land managers to keep horse camping separate from non-horse campers and 

to experience horses, horseback riding and horse camping to appreciate our point of view. **   



Kal-Haven Rail Trail – There are many horseback riders that would like to ride along the Kal-

Haven Rail Trail.  We have a private campground that would host a meeting and would 

welcome horseback riders at their campground and trails.  We hope to meet with DNR Matt 

Metzers soon and talk about the possibilities for this area including possible “horse weekends” 

in the spring and fall to enjoy the Kal-Haven Rail Trail and private trails near this campground. 

Van Buren Rail Trail - We would like to know more about the improvements that are planned 

for the 19 miles of the horse friendly Van Buren Rail Trail.  When these improvements were 

made on the adjacent 11 miles of the Kal-Haven Rail Trail, the trail became busy with bikers and 

unsafe for horse riders because there was no room to pass safely.  Horse riders made a 

secondary trail parallel to the “main trail”, but there were challenges of steep, blind areas.  

After a major storm, we were not able to keep the trails open on our voluntary efforts alone.  

We have now been banned from this “Pure Michigan Trail” with new signage indicating “no 

horses”.   

 

A few things remain: 

1. Horseback riders are strong, independent and capable people, who use our energy to 

build and improve. 

2. We need to educate the behaviors and benefits of horses, because many people have 

not had access to horses. 

3. More people are recognizing the benefits of outdoor living, so management teams need 

more resources and support. 

 

Jenny Cook 

SW ETS Representative  

Michigan Equine Trails Representative (MTAC) 

cooknjenny@hotmail.com 

(269)998-5916 
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Non-Equestrian Camping and Trail User Conflicts 2020: 

6-27-20: Caryn Robinson: Pontiac Lake: Non-equestrian campers lied and said horses were coming later 
to gain access to equestrian camp. Ranger asked them to leave at 9pm when horses did not show up. 
She also had big problems with getting her money returned on the camping RSVP system and has been 
in contact with Jason Fleming about the issue. 

7-12-2020:  Yankee Springs, Samantha Flier Bos: When we were at Yankee on Sunday there were 2 sets 
of non-horse campers there with tents, both younger groups of gentleman. One group was quite 
conservative and the other very much the opposite. The opposite left while blaring music and driving 
too fast around the horses. 

7-4-2020: Yankee Springs, Laura Soper: 4th of July weekend the campground at Yankee Springs was 
about 50/50 horse campers and non-horse campers. Many of the non-horse campers were camping on 
sites with corrals. 

7-4-2020: Elk Hill, Taylor Kryzwos: 4th of July campers many non-horse campers 

7-2020: Fort Custer: Debra Bussard: We camped there with our horses 7/1-7/4, very nice, until all the 
other sites filled with non-horse campers. Cars speeding in and out all day and night. Dogs running 
loose, we left early. Glad it is back to horse campers only, much safer! 

7-2020: Fort Custer. Board member’s grandkids: Non-horse person drove too fast around horses with 
children riding them. One of the kids was also ponying another horse. That horse jumped on the back of 
the horse the child was riding which could have really hurt him. One of the two kids fell off their horse. 
Driver seemed to not care.  

 7-3-2020: Both Ionia and Yankee Springs also had July 3rd issues. Loud campers, late night music, 
fireworks, kids imposing on horse campers wanting to pet horses at Ionia, and between camp sites too.  

7-18-20: Clint Warren: Big Oaks: Non-Horse campers on site 16 which is the prime site for horse campers 
and also on 7-31-20 in site 19/20, one tiny tent taking up a nice large camping spot for trailers. In many 
camps, larger rigs only have a few sites to choose from and these are always the ones non-equestrians 
seem to be in. They also choose the ones close to the wells and manure bunkers.  

Heide MacDonald: Big Oaks is routinely occupied by non equestrians not needing water or a manure 
bunk. Equestrian was told by a non equestrian to park in sites up on hill, far away from water, like being 
put in the corner. We worked so hard on Big Oaks camp, sinking posts, making rail fence, staining 
outhouses, raking and so much more, now others get to enjoy the fruit of our labor. 

Big Oaks and Elk Hill are supposed to be equestrian only but DNR does not honor. They say non 
equestrians can camp at Big Oaks if people camp next door is full, however, every weekend there are 
open sites and people pile into equine camp and DNR does not enforce. Also had motor bikes and ORVs 
in both camps, sign says not allowed, and DNR signed off on it. There are non equestrian sites at Big 
Oaks, but non equestrians are not told to use them, ranger in charge says he doesn't have the authority. 
There is another people camp at lake 15, just down the road from people and equine camp, that was 
closed, boat ramp is open and campsites in place, but not allowed to camp there. 



July 24-26-2020: Lindsay Nardi: McKinley USFS camp: I would love to share my experience to keep our 
camps for the horses. We arrived Fri early afternoon and was shocked on how many non horse campers 
were there, in fact we were the only one with horses. There is two sections to the camp. One on the 
lower side and the other is up the hill. There must of been about 80 non horse people camping from 
tents to big campers. We tried our best to stay away from everyone and found a spot that was on the 
lower side in the middle of campers. As we were setting up our camp the neighbors had loud music 
blaring and speeding back and forth on the road with their jeeps and side by sides. We were very 
skeptical on staying but we already drove all that way to get there. We took off for a 10 miles ride in the 
late afternoon and when we arrived back to our camp it was party central. We now had people dancing 
and screaming, smoking pot, swearing and speeding up and down the lower half of the camp. We 
politely asked if they could turn down the music as we had to walk our horses back to our camp site. 
They did and seamed nice enough to do so. We thought ok maybe it won't be so bad. Well by dusk the 
shot guns started to fire off. We walked down to the information board and found numbers to the DNR 
and sheriff department. By 10:30 pm here came the fireworks. My friend and I both thought we were 
going to lose the horses of the high line. By the 3-4 firework the horses calmed down but we were 
scared and fuming so we called the sheriff. They came out promptly and put an end to the guns and 
fireworks. We thought we could then get some sleep but the camp stayed alive until 3am! This wanted 
the first time we have started at McKinley trail camp and we never had a problem until this year with 
non horse campers. But it so hard to find beautiful trails/camps to stay at and now they are rudely 
taking advantage of the horse camps. I hope my story helps keep the horse camps separate from non 
horse campers. They don't belong together because people don't understand how horses are. 

8-1-20: Hopkins Creek: Karen Davis: Same thing happened at Hopkins Creek a couple of weeks ago. 
People camp is beautiful, but no shade. Talked to DNR and he said they can't do anything. Mud Lake has 
a big problem with homeless people living the horse camp! 

8-8-20: Clint Warren: Goosecreek: At Goose Creek we had dirt bikes in camp with us. Lots of non-
equestrians. Kids and parents playing in the river at the trail crossing. 

8-9-20: Amy Scharmen: Pinckney Rec: Fat tire bike and mountain bike tire tracks on the horse trails 

8-14-20:  Kleinhardts: Elk Hill and Big Oaks: There were two horse campers and 4 non horse camping 
units. One was a trailer house but did not get a picture of it as my horse refused to cooperate. We also 
woke up in group camp with a pup tent set up in the back of our camp. Their excuse was that they had a 
reservation in the 1-13 campground, which is our EQ campground, but couldn’t find any numbers on 
posts so they just decided to pitch their tent in any spot they felt like. They could have very well just 
asked any one of the 25 rigs in this camp for directions. We did ask the one pup tent camper to kindly 
pack up and leave in our group camp and they did. We also had to ask a car that was driving too fast on 
the camp road to please slow down they were on their way to their tent site. Had not a clue that the 
entire region is a horse camping area and to be cautious. 

We have also received many complaints about non horse campers taking prime camping spots in Big 
Oaks campground...nearest the manure bunkers, well, and group firepit...these sites include the buddy 
sites and easiest sites for our larger rigs to access. I spoke with one fellow who wasn't the ranger but 
Jacobs helper. He seemed to say that there's nothing they could do at this point!  



Pamela Gilkes Joslin: Elk Hill: We rode through the people camp after seeing so many at our equestrian 
camp in tents and campers with no horses, they had very few campers in the people camp...... 

Suzie Davis: My husband and I went up for a few hours on Friday morning and was upset by the amount 
of people with no horses camped there. I had issues trying to get reservations a few different weekends 
in September and October and I can only imagine that a big amount of reservations were made by 
people with no horses. There are so many other campgrounds for people who do not camp with horses 
but us equestrians are limited. Something needs to be done! 

8-16-20: Jim-Claudia Conley: Sleepy Hollow: Went to sleepy hollow today; we had to complete for 
parking in the horseman’s staging area with cars, probably 6 all together. They were riding their bikes - 
you guessed it on the horse trails 

Chris Hubert:  

Dear MDNR, 

It's too dangerous for non-horse people with children in the horse camps. Mostly for the reason that 
those children are not taught to respect horses at a distance. 
One year, Two toddlers came running up to my horses tied to the trailer and when the horses decided 
they could not escape happy, delightfully squealing children, one horse kicked out with both hind feet in 
self-defense and sent them both flying and they landed over 10 feet away. 
And their parent grew up with horses! But they did not keep a watchful eye on the kids. 
True story. Those two toddles were my twin granddaughters. 
Non-horse people do not belong in Equestrian Trail Camp. 
 

8-20: Lynda Hughey: Huron-Manistee National Forest-Marzinski Trailhead. Twenty-one campsites. 
Twelve sites taken by non-horse people. They are on the larger pull through sites 

Liv Fox:  I lived in the PNW for a few years and one of the rules implemented at equestrian campgrounds 
was if sites weren’t filled by 5pm then non-horse people could camp there with the understanding that 
if some came the next day with horses the non-horse people had to vacate the site. 

Questions: Who is on Patrol? Who should be contacted? How quickly can equestrians expect a 
response? Are UTVs allowed in equestrian camps? Where these camps built for that sort of usage?  

 

 

 

 

 



ETS – NMFWG report   8.19.2020 

The Non-Motorized Funding Workgroup is mostly made up of MTAC members.  The chair Ken Hopper is 
from the UP, Bob Wilson is the Chair of MTAC, Thomas Dunn is President of the Michigan AMA and 
serves on MTAC-ORV, Jason Jones is from the SE? and on MTAC-NAW, Karen Middendorp is from Door 
(SW) MTAC-SAW, Jenny Cook as we know is on MTAC-ETS, and I am the lone none MTAC participant. 
Greg Kinser who is the DNR Norther Lower Trails Coordinator, and Nikki Van Bloem are usually on the 
calls.  

Our goals are to have sustainable funding for all non-motorized trails.  

We’ve had two teleconference meetings so far. It seems Bob Wilson’s conclusion that any kind of 
legislative funding, such as a required bridle tag, simply will not float in the current political situation. I 
took this as a Republican majority will not vote in a “tax.”  While I don’t know if I agree with that 
premise, at the moment it gets us focused on looking at other sources. It seems like Bob is pushing or 
leading the discussion toward a 501C3 being developed to fundraise and interact with corporate 
philanthropists to create ongoing relationships and pledged funding. It would include a board to 
determine how raised funds would be allocated. 

The second biggest focus of discussion is on what type of expenditures would be looked at. We all agree, 
maintenance (both general and specific), property purchases, major projects, etc. should all be included.  
We do not want to put limitations on the types of trail funding. There is a lack of consensus as to how 
funds would be allocated. One member stated they would not want the funding “bifurcated,” meaning 
not broken into various “buckets.” This discussion was quite limited, but I intend to address it again in 
our August meeting. While I don’t want to strangle the usage by stating X amount should be on building 
trails, and Y amount for property purchase, or any quantity of separate targets, I do want an equitable 
method of ensuring ALL trail types get assured funding. 

Some non-motorized trails have a defined cost per linear foot. We need to know the cost/linear foot to 
build equine trails, as well as the cost of maintenance.    

We will continue to take inventory of our current trails and look for sustainable ways to keep them 
maintained. 

Jenny Cook 

Kristie Walls 

Non-Motorized Funding Workgroup



 

 

 



ETS MEETING 
AUGUST 19, 2020 
DNR STAFF UPDATES 
 

NIKKI VAN BLOEM 

For the SLP: 
Maintenance on all the non-motorized trails started back up again in June.  The new portion of the 
Lakelands in Ingham and Jackson Counites is working its way towards close out of the construction 
contract.  Jill Sell is out planned leave until mid-Aug so many of her projects have been paused, however 
engineering for the Kal-Haven and Van Buren Trails is continuing with other staff.  Statewide we are in 
the process of reviewing and reprioritizing large trail projects into a 5 yr plan.  State park campgrounds, 
and trails, are all open now.  With the delays in hiring and training of summer staff and freeze on filling 
non-ranger staff vacancies it has delayed normal trail maintenance in parks which has created a number 
of issues which would not exist in in non-COVID years which are being addressed to the best of our 
abilities.   
  
JILL SELL 

SW Equestrian Updates 
  
• Bass River Recreational Area: Equestrian volunteers are working with the Park 

Supervisor, Pat Whalen to mark equestrian, hiking and hunting trails. DNR Staff are 
scheduling trail maintenance to start developing the trails. These trails will be for hiking, 
hunting and equestrian use with no bike access. The bike trails will remain separate.  

• Van Buren Trail: The design and engineering project was put on hold due to COVID-19 
but has recently been approved to move forward. The primary focus of the trail design is 
accommodating equestrian use. 

 
 
ROB KATONA 

Equestrian Update Central Upper Peninsula 

Thunder Valley Equestrian Pathway 

• Project funding for new single-track trail development continues to be on hold under the 
current spending freeze. Proposed work includes the signing and construction of an additional 
6.3 miles of trail with three new loops and a connector to the Marquette County Fairgrounds 
where equestrian events and camping occurs during the summer months.  Side Hill construction 
in area 2 was mostly completed last year but the remainder of the project awaits spending 
restrictions to be lifted. 



• Logging and trenching continue in areas of the existing and proposed trail we are working
closely with FRD staff to minimize impacts to the trail.

• Local volunteers are completing some brushing on the new trail segments in preparation of
upcoming rides.

• Equestrian use on the Pathway appears to be low.
• Ample equestrian trail expansion opportunities exist west of the Marquette County Fairgrounds

throughout the Sands Plains.

Cedar River Pathway and Campground 

• Project funding continues to be on hold due to current spending restrictions.  The work will
improve approximately 18 areas that are wet or not suitable for equestrian travel to better
accommodate equestrian use.

• Equestrian use on the Pathway and at the Campground are reported to be low.

SCOTT SLAVIN
Equestrian
Tin Cup springs Equine Campground development is on hold due to frozen funding.  Shore to Shore and MTRA 
rides have been canceled due to covid-19.  Trail maintenance on the shore to shore is staring back up.  
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