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Eastern Upper Peninsula Citizen Advisory Council  
DNR Division Reports 
Date of Production:  June 2021 
This documentation is provided by Michigan DNR staff as supplemental information to the  
Eastern UPCAC members.    

 
 

DNR Public Meetings 

For virtual or conference call meeting information, please go to the DNR website at:  

www.michigan.gov/DNRMeetings and click on the appropriate meeting and/or agenda for instructions. 

June 4 Outdoor Recreation Advisory Council (call 517-284-6056) 

June 9 Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee (call 517-284-6135) 

June 10 Natural Resources Commission Meeting (virtual) (call 517-599-1067 to attend) 

June 15 UP Sportsperson Coalition Meeting-Sault Ste. Marie (virtual/location TBD) 

June 16 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board (call 517-284-5954) 

June 17 Eastern UP Citizens’ Advisory Council Meeting (call 226-1331 to attend) 

June 17 Michigan State Waterways Commission (call 517-285-0747) 

June 18 Timber & Forest Products Advisory Council (call 517-284-5876) 

June 23 Snowmobile Advisory Workgroup (call 517-331-6219) 

July 11 Forest Management Unit Review-Escanaba (comments online or call 906-785-2354 x142) 

July 15 Natural Resources Commission Meeting (call 517-599-1067 for info) 

July 22 Western UP Citizens’ Advisory Council (virtual/location TBD) 

 

U.P. State Park & State Sponsored Activities 

Please check with the state park before attending activity for any scheduling changes. 

June Fayette Historic Townsite open for the season 

June Fort Wilkins and Copper Harbor Lighthouses open for the season 

June Michigan Iron Industry Museum open for the season 

June 12-13 2021 Summer Free Fishing Weekend 

June 19 Fayette Historic State Park – Christmas in June 

July 2-4 Baraga State Park – 4th of July Festivities (Campers Only) 

July 22 Straits State Park - NWTF Intro to Turkey Hunting Clinic 

July 23-24 Palms Book State Park – NWTF BB Gun Shoot 

July 23-25 Baraga State Park – Christmas in July (Campers Only) 

Aug 16-22 UP State Fair / Pocket Park Open (Tentative) 

Aug 17-18 Tahquamenon Falls State Park - NWTF Intro to Turkey Hunting Clinic 

 

Recent DNR Press Releases 

For full details, go to: http://www.michigan.gov/dnrpressroom 

▪ 'Lodge and Learn' classes, 007 the muskie, 2020 fire report & more (6/8/21) 

▪ Free fishing, off-roading, state park entry June 12-13 (6/7/21) 

▪ State park volunteering, state forest input, public land review (6/4/21) 

http://www.michigan.gov/DNRMeetings
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_11859-527901--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnrpressroom


 

Page 2 

▪ Leave wildlife be (6/4/21) 

▪ June hunting and trapping opportunities (6/4/21) 

▪ Fire danger is high across northern Michigan this weekend (6/4/21) 

▪ Showcasing the DNR: Aboard the Survey Vessel Steelhead (6/3/21) 

▪ Learn about DNR public land review at virtual meetings Tuesday, Wednesday (6/3/21) 

▪ Planning a fishing trip? Use our helpful maps to find new locations (6/3/21) 

▪ 'Three Free' Weekend, fishing/hunting classes, history sites open (6/3/21) 

▪ DNR Becoming an Outdoors Woman shifts summer gathering to fall (6/2/21) 

▪ Task force needs property owner information on underground features in Keweenaw County (6/2/21) 

▪ DNR asks anglers to report muskellunge catches (6/1/21) 

▪ Sign up for Thursday's free mass timber webinar (5/28/21) 

▪ So, why are those trees being cut down? (5/28/21) 

▪ Elk and bear license application deadline – June 1 (5/28/21) 

▪ MDHHS recommends avoiding foam on lakes and rivers (5/27/21) 

▪ Temporary closure of parking area set for Little Presque Isle in Marquette County (5/27/21) 

▪ Showcasing the DNR: A visit to a reflecting pond (5/27/21) 

▪ Spring planting spree provides trees for school forests (5/26/21) 

 

Grant Contacts 

For grant information, to go:  http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225---,00.html 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Merrie Carlock, 517-284-5931, carlockm@michigan.gov 
Recreation Passport Grant Merrie Carlock, 517-284-5931, carlockm@michigan.gov 
Aquatic Habitat Grant Kelly Parker, 517-284-5957, parkerk4@michigan.gov 
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Kammy Frayre, 517-284-5970, frayrek1@michigan.gov 
Wildlife Habitat Grant Kelly Parker, 517-284-5957, parkerk4@michigan.gov 
U.P. Deer Habitat Improvement Partnership Grant Bill Scullon, 906-563-9247, scullonh@michigan.gov 
 

  
 
 

Keweenaw Land Proposal 

Over the course of the last several years, The Rohatyn Group (TRG) has approached the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to determine interest in acquiring significant land holdings in 
Keweenaw County. During those interactions, the DNR had indicated that they were not prepared to make 
such a purchase in its entirety.  
 
Recently, community stakeholders have also reached out to support nominating this acreage to be 
considered for purchase by the DNR.  Although several staff from different divisions within the DNR, 
primarily Forest Resources Division and Parks & Recreation Division, have had conversations related to this 
possibility, and see the value in it, the property as currently presented, is not ready for a 2021 MNRTF 
nomination to purchase.  It has become clear while reviewing the proposal that obtaining additional 
information and engaging additional partners would be extremely helpful before any potential application 
to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board would be successful.    
 
This decision is to ensure success of the overall project proposal.  The Michigan DNR has invested over $23 
million dollars in Keweenaw County and our team respects the value of these important lands. Moving 
forward, we would like to include a more robust and diverse group whose purpose would be gathering 

June UP Field Deputy Update – Stacy Haughey 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225---,00.html
mailto:carlockm@michigan.gov
mailto:carlockm@michigan.gov
mailto:parkerk4@michigan.gov
mailto:frayrek1@michigan.gov
mailto:parkerk4@michigan.gov
mailto:scullonh@michigan.gov
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additional information, creating a prioritization of the acreage, and packaging a recommendation for the 
best path forward that will ensure the highest likelihood of success utilizing multiple partners. 
 
Two information partner meetings were held May 11 and May 12 that included invitations to multiple 
stakeholders from the following areas of interest: state and federal legislators, county boards and officials, 
economic development councils, national and historic parks, county planners, national forest, trail groups, 
tribal, visitors’ bureau, NRC Commissioners, and DNR staff.  More will be shared as discussions occur. 
 

  
 
 

The WUPCAC Meeting was held on May 19th virtually via Zoom with 32 attendees, including Council 
members, DNR staff, and registered public attendees.  The following agenda items were discussed: 
 
 Division updates by DNR Staff 
 Introduction of New Members:  Erik Bessonen of Gladstone (affiliated with UP Whitetails of Delta 

County, avid outdoorsman) and Carol Mason Sherrill of Watersmeet (independent, extensive 
conservation background, silent sports interest) 

 Acknowledgement of DNR Response to March Resolution re: Comments to Inland Walleye Management 
Plan & Underwater Spearfishing: No further questions were asked. 

 Moose Management Considerations by John DePue, DNR Wildlife 
 State Forest Management Plan Updates by Dan Heckman, DNR Forest Resources 
 Review of Rules/Regulations for Equestrian Use on State Land by Tom Seablom, DNR Forest Resources 

& Rob Katona, DNR UP Trails 
 Reports from Committee Meetings Held:  The Fisheries Committee presented four (4) resolutions:  

Menominee Separate Possession Limit, Metrics of Fish Management Plans, Northern Pike Immediate 
Catch and Release, Northern Pike Five Fish NMS Limit.  Three (3) of the four (4) resolutions were 
approved/passed:  1) Menominee Separate Possession Limit, 2) Metrics of Fish Management Plans, and 
3) Northern Pike Immediate Catch and Release.  The fourth resolution, Northern Pike Five Fish NMS 
Limit, was deferred until the next meeting after the Council reviews a presentation with additional 
information. 

 Public Comments:  One public comment was given regarding the closure of the Keweenaw ATV Trail. 
 The next WUPCAC meeting will be held July 22, 2021 (virtual or in-person location TBD).  

 

  
 
 
The Michigan Natural Resources Commission met on June 10, 2021 in an online conference format. 
 
Committee of the Whole 
 
Director’s Report:  Presentations from the meeting are available at the lower left-hand side of the NRC webpage at 
Michigan.gov/NRC. A meeting agenda is available at the hyperlink. To find an order being discussed or real 
estate transaction information, click on hyperlinks within the agenda text. 
 
Lt. Dave Shaw, who is serving as acting assistant chief for the DNR Law Enforcement Division, provided an overview 
of current regulations and industry requested changes for tracking game with dogs. 
 
Scott Whitcomb, from the DNR’s Executive Division, gave an overview of the DNR’s state land strategy. 
 
Director’s action:  Director Dan Eichinger approved Shooting Preserve Order Amendment No. 1 of 2021, which 
contained two provisions. 
 

June NRC Meeting Summary – Ed Golder, Public Information Officer 
 

Western UPCAC Update 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FNRC&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7C523d22672be447b02b2708d92c3b95d0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637589456926896001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9Gbcy7l8avzh1N9P0AN%2BsS05Q1eVPae35mhiUfpgaTs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fdnr%2FAccessibleAgendaTemplate_January_14_2021_SentByBrooke_1.5.21_712081_7.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CDahlstromK%40michigan.gov%7C523d22672be447b02b2708d92c3b95d0%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637589456926896001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yHMSkM5EL9CotP6SBIPYWVOopB5rlQoF%2FNDO5BK%2Fk%2BY%3D&reserved=0
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1.) Remove the Acreage Limit Per County Current shooting preserve regulations limit the total area of all 
licensed shooting preserves in a county to no more than one percent of the total land area of that county. To 
provide additional recreational opportunities, the Department recommends removing this regulation. 
 

2.) Extend the Open Hunting Season to Year-round for Released Pheasants, Bobwhite Quail, and 
Hungarian Partridge. Most shooting preserves operate Aug. 15 through April 30, which is the open hunting 
season for released pheasants, bobwhite quail, Hungarian partridge and mallard ducks. In addition, there are 
shooting preserves that are open year-round, but are only allowed to offer shooting for exotic birds including 
chukar partridge, coturnix quail, Tennessee red quail, and fancy pheasants (Reeves, golden, etc.) during the 
May 1 through August 14 off season. To provide additional recreational opportunities, and provide 
recruitment and retention of hunters, the Department recommends opening the shooting preserve hunting 
season from Aug. 15 through April 30 to year-round for released pheasants, bobwhite quail and Hungarian 
partridge. The open hunting season for released mallard ducks will remain Aug. 15 through April 30 due to 
the biological concerns associated with the intermingling with wild mallard ducks. 

 
In addition, Director Eichinger said he would be approving eight land transactions, one each from Crawford, 
Cheboygan, Mackinac, Luce, Alger and Marquette counties, and three from Charlevoix County. 
 
Commission action:  The NRC approved unanimously Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 5 of 2021 
pertaining to deer regulations, including an amendment from Commissioner Michael Lashbrook. The order had three 
provisions approved, two on muzzleloaders and one on the possession and use of cervid urine lures. 
 

1.) Open the Entire County of Muskegon to Firearm Use During the Muzzleloader Season. Current 
regulations allow for the use of firearms during the muzzleloader season in zone 3, including the full counties 
in which the zone 3 line runs through. It was brought to the Department’s attention that Muskegon county 
was not included even though the zone 3 line runs through the county. The Department recommended a 
technical correction to add Muskegon County to section 3.101(3)(a) of the Wildlife Conservation Order. 
 

2.) Muzzleloaders on Public Lands in Zone 3 During the Late Antlerless Season. The Department reviewed 
the use of muzzleloaders on public lands in Zone 3 during the late antlerless season to take any deer with a 
valid tag and is proposed to remove the regulation. This will align muzzleloader season dates statewide. 

 
3.) Possession or Use of Natural Cervid Urine-Based Lures and Attractants. The Department 

recommended prohibiting the possession or use of lures or attractants comprised of natural cervid-based 
urine or other bodily fluids originating from deer while hunting. This does not include the possession or use of 
synthetic scent products. The Department and the NRC have enacted regulations to proactively reduce the 
risk of CWD transmission and spread into new areas of Michigan. This recommendation to strengthen the 
regulations will help protect the long-term health of Michigan’s deer herd and will protect the wild free-ranging 
deer hunting heritage for current and future generations. 
 
The approved Lashbrook Amendment would prohibit hunters from being able to possess or use natural 
cervid lures or attractants in an area frequented by game that contain or claim to contain cervid urine or other 
bodily fluids originating from deer cervids, except for products produced by manufacturers that are actively 
enrolled and participating in either the official Responsible Hunting Scent Association or Archery Trade 
Association Deer Protection Program, which has been tested for the presence of chronic wasting disease by 
a qualified laboratory and certified that no detectable levels of chronic wasting disease are present and is 
clearly labeled as such. 

 
The commission adjourned the regular meeting, retiring to a closed session to discuss a memorandum of attorney-
client privilege exempt under Michigan’s Freedom of Information Act laws. The commission adjourned after emerging 
from close session. No further action was taken. 
 
A June legislative report is below.  The next meeting of the NRC is scheduled for July 15, 2021. The format for this 
meeting has not yet been determined. 
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How to Participate in the NRC Meetings 
 

▪ If you're unable to attend the meeting but wish to submit written comments on agenda items, please 
write to: Natural Resources Commission, P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, Ml 48909 or email: 
nrc@michigan.gov.  

▪ If you would like further information or would like to address the Commission, please contact the NRC 
Assistant at 517-599-1067 or email: nrc@michigan.gov. Persons registering on or before the Friday 
preceding the meeting will be allowed up to five (5) minutes for their presentation. Persons registering 
after the Friday preceding the meeting or at the meeting will be allowed up to three (3) minutes. 
Persons with disabilities needing accommodations should contact the NRC Assistant.  

▪ Look for the agendas and other Natural Resources Commission items at the Natural Resources 
Commission webpage (www.michigan.gov/NRC). 

 

 

 
 
HB 4026 (S-1) – Provide for 2-Year Recreation Passport Renewal – Rep. Eisen:  This bill would amend the Motor 
Vehicle Code to allow for a 2-year renewal of the Recreation Passport when an individual obtains a 2-year vehicle 
registration.  
• The bill was passed by the House, reported with recommendation from the Senate Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure and is awaiting a vote on the Senate floor.  
• The Administration has not yet taken a position on this legislation.  
 
HB 4050 – Exempt Certain Game Location Data from FOIA – Rep. Cherry:  This bill amends the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) to allow for a disclosure exemption of public records revealing the specific location or GPS 
coordinates of game animals.  
• The bill was passed by the House, reported with recommendation by the Senate Committee on Natural Resources 
and is currently awaiting a vote on the Senate floor.  
• The Administration is in support of this legislation.  
 
HB 4080 – Allow Pneumatic Guns During Certain Seasons – Rep. LaFave:  This bill amends the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act to provide the NRC the ability to allow an individual to use a pneumatic 
gun during any firearm season. The bill would also give the Department the ability to determine whether a pneumatic 
gun could be allowed during archery season for individual with a disability or physical limitation.  
• This bill was reported with recommendation from the House Committee on Natural Resources and Outdoor 
Recreation and awaiting a vote on the House floor.  
• The Administration is opposed to this legislation.  
 
HB 4088 (H-1) – Allow Supplemental feeding of Wildlife and Birds – Rep. Borton:  This bill amends the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act to allow for the feeding of wildlife and birds if both of the following 
conditions are met: the feed is located within 300 feet from a residence and the quantity of feed placed, scattered, or 
distributed within 300 feet of that residence does not exceed two gallons.  
• The bill was passed by the House, reported with recommendation by the Senate Committee on Natural Resources 
and is currently awaiting a vote on the Senate floor.  
• The Administration is opposed to this legislation.  
 
HB 4242 – Allow Export of Live Minnows, Wigglers or Crayfish as Bait – Rep. Alexander:  This bill would allow 
for the export of live minnow, wigglers, or crayfish as bait.  
• The bill passed the House and was referred to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources.  
• The Administration is neutral on this legislation.  
 
HB 4332 (H-1)– Modify Placement of Off-Road Vehicle Stickers – Rep. S. Johnson:  This bill would amend the 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to require the license for a 2-wheel vehicle to be attached to 
either of the following: centered on the exposed surface of the rear fender or located at a visible place on a front 
suspension fork.  
• The bill was reported with recommendation by House Committee on Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation 
and is awaiting a vote on the House floor.  
• The Administration is neutral on this legislation.  

June 2021 Legislative Updates – Craig Brunet, Legislative & Legal Affairs Office 

mailto:nrc@michigan.gov
mailto:nrc@michigan.gov
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HB 4363 (H-1) – Modify Time Periods for Certain DNR Land Transactions  
– Rep. Howell  
The bill would extend the time-period for the DNR to approve or deny an application for a proposed exchange of state 
land and for a proposed sale of surplus land, from 180 days to 210 days. The bill would also require the DNR to 
provide public notice at least 30 days before making a decision to dispose of, lease, or develop certain public land of 
more than 80 acres in size.  
• The bill was passed by the House and referred to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources.  
• The Administration is in support of this legislation.  
 
SB 486 – Modify Membership on the Wolf Management Advisory Council – Sen. McBroom:  The bill modifies 
the membership of the Wolf Management Advisory Council to require all members be residents of the Upper 
Peninsula unless wolves are found to be present in the Lower Peninsula, if so a majority of the members must be 
from the Upper Peninsula.  
• The bill reported with recommendation from the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and is awaiting a vote on 
the Senate floor.  
• The Administration has not yet taken a position on this legislation  

 

If you would like to learn more about these and other bills, you can access the Michigan Legislature website at 

www.legislature.mi.gov.  
 

 

 
 

Marketing & Outreach Division:  Jon Spieles, Statewide Interpretive Manager 
▪ State run shooting Range operations are beginning to taper off in use due to ammunition supply and cost. 

These reductions follow several months of record numbers even at 50% capacity. Learn to shoot programs are 
also struggling to find ammo. Concession operations are seeing similar trends. 

 
▪ Education Staff are running programming and staffing visitor centers around the state.  Spring school 

programming was largely absent and replaced this year with live virtual programming. Teachers could go on-
line and choose from more than 20 programs for their students. Interpreters conducted hundreds of these 
programs this spring from their office. 

 
▪ The State Park Explorer Program is up and running again this year at 30 parks around the state. Training was 

completed the week before Memorial Day weekend virtually. Explorer Guides are already in their parks and 
presenting daily programming for campers and day-visitors. 

 
▪ DNR Social Media continues to reach millions of people with scheduled messaging. An important piece of 

communication revolves around the concept of “recreate responsibly” and includes messages that help 
especially new users stay safe and minimize their impact on the state’s resource. 

 
Public Information:  John Pepin, Deputy Public Information Officer (pepinj@michigan.gov) 
▪ As we begin to move into regular summer events, please let me know when there are field activities taking 

place that I can get out to take photos of. There are numerous things that we need photos for, so I will be 
traveling a good deal to take photos across the U.P. I would like to arrange my schedule in line with DNR 
activities taking place. Please send me any potential activities to shoot at pepinj@michigan.gov or call or text 
me at 906-250-7260. Thanks very much. 

 
▪ “Ask the DNR” completed its current season May 6. The live broadcasts will return in the fall. I will detail the 

dates when they become available. Weekly Outdoors North columns continue to appear in The Mining Journal, 
Escanaba Daily Press and Houghton Daily Mining Gazette. 

 

Division Updates  

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
mailto:pepinj@michigan.gov
mailto:pepinj@michigan.gov
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Finance & Operations:  Michelle Zellar, Eastern UP 
▪ We are continuing to operate under an updated DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES COVID-19 

PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PLAN approved by the Office of the State Employer, which continues to be 
primarily teleworking with a tentative return to work date of July 12, 2021.  The Office of State Employer 
continues to require health screening protocol daily during computer log in if employees intend to work in a 
state office building. 

▪ Updated 2021 license fee structure listed at the end of this document for your reference. 
 

Three Free’ Weekend: Fishing, ORV riding and Recreation Passport 
June 12-13, residents and out-of-state visitors can 
fish, ride Michigan’s off-road trails or visit state 
parks and state-managed boating access sites – all 
for free. 

Free Fishing Weekend: Two days twice a year, 
families and friends can enjoy one of Michigan's 
premier outdoor activities, Michigan fishing, for 
free! All fishing license fees will be waived for two 

days. Residents and out-of-state visitors may enjoy fishing on both inland and Great Lakes waters for all species 
of fish. All fishing regulations will still apply. This year’s weekend includes a 4-H Youth Virtual Fishing Derby for 
kids ages 5-19 (no need to be a 4-H member). 

Free ORV Weekend: Twice a year, residents and nonresidents legally can ride without buying an ORV license or 
trail permit during Free ORV Weekends (the second one is set for Aug. 21-22). All other ORV rules and laws still 
apply. Riders will have access to nearly 3,800 miles of off-road trails and the state's six scramble areas. 

Waived Recreation Passport: A Recreation Passport will not be required for entry into state parks and boating 
access sites during ‘Three Free’ Weekend. 

 
Important Season Dates 
June 1  Deadline to apply for Bear and Elk hunts 
June 5  Muskie possession season opens 
June 12-13  Free Fishing/Free ORV/Free Rec Passport Weekend 2021 
June 19  Bass possession season opens on Lake St. Clair, St. Clair River, Detroit River, boundary waters 
July 1  Apply for Fall Turkey hunts 
July 6  Bear & Elk drawing results posted on website 
July 8  Dog training opens; may also use dogs for night hunting (see Fur Digest) 
July 15  Apply for an Antlerless Deer license 

− Can also apply for Reserved Deer Hunts 

− Youth 16 or younger may purchase one Junior Antlerless License, over the counter 
July 15  Opener for Turtle seasons (snappers and softshells), see p. 22 of digest) 
July 16  Sturgeon opener (for list of open waterbodies/regulations, see p. 15 of digest) 
 

Eastern UP Fisheries Division – Cory Kovacs, Fisheries Biologist, Lake Superior 
Management Unit 

Unit Update 
▪ Newberry field crew conducted a Status and Trends netting survey on Black Creek Flooding. Other netting 

surveys planned for spring 2021 include Bass Lake, Cabin Lake, and Roxbury Ponds. 
▪ Newberry Fisheries staff finished deployment of water temperature loggers throughout the Eastern Upper 

Peninsula lakes and streams.  Monitoring stream and lake temperatures help Fisheries Division identify trends 
in local water bodies and their associated aquatic communities. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MDMuNDE0MjgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yLzAsNDU3MCw3LTM1MC03OTExOV83OTE0Nl84NDEwNy0tLSwwMC5odG1sP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1qdW5lKzIwMjErZXZlbnRzJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZGlnZXN0JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.AJXjraexSLiRrlayQ-5RtfqEJBLGAqv3-3rSg-b1kkg%2Fs%2F84630172%2Fbr%2F107397160350-l&data=04%7C01%7Czellarm%40michigan.gov%7C4afde2f1c45544725e5608d926948087%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637583241520123184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dTxzowYxLUvu9rcyX3mM51nOOPEygixJSCF6hzf%2B3x0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MDMuNDE0MjgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYW5yLm1zdS5lZHUvZXZlbnRzLzQtaC15b3V0aC12aXJ0dWFsLWZpc2hpbmctZGVyYnk_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWp1bmUrMjAyMStldmVudHMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1kaWdlc3QmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.Wzl1XDs7xNq4AgsPrv317W4vWHgUbqVqkBfnnZITj5M%2Fs%2F84630172%2Fbr%2F107397160350-l&data=04%7C01%7Czellarm%40michigan.gov%7C4afde2f1c45544725e5608d926948087%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637583241520133136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DjIBQcM7MD4QE18HTD%2BT4xdRMAV7KnfKhUP%2BDe1Qhw0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MDMuNDE0MjgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yLzAsNDU3MCw3LTM1MC03OTExOV83OTE0OF84MDY1MC00ODc4NTUtLSwwMC5odG1sP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1qdW5lKzIwMjErZXZlbnRzJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZGlnZXN0JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.ki_bvpDJ_P9Qg0esFOI19lsIh7uvz-dFnP6DXej4CRw%2Fs%2F84630172%2Fbr%2F107397160350-l&data=04%7C01%7Czellarm%40michigan.gov%7C4afde2f1c45544725e5608d926948087%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637583241520143093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7QVyFd6kdijeRaAKo7ZsBNGA9TMbFsEl%2BSkTBafTa0g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MDMuNDE0MjgwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yLzAsNDU3MCw3LTM1MC03OTEzNF83OTIxMC0tLSwwMC5odG1sP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1qdW5lKzIwMjErZXZlbnRzJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZGlnZXN0JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.JpWTQi00Y2ayn7JO-S3jDe_Co3l8Dm29X0XJ9p47bn4%2Fs%2F84630172%2Fbr%2F107397160350-l&data=04%7C01%7Czellarm%40michigan.gov%7C4afde2f1c45544725e5608d926948087%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637583241520143093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gKKPf9EBgXlff%2B4k1ap0Ki3h9A%2FmOR6SQVgY3fHYSDg%3D&reserved=0
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▪ Newberry field crew complete reconnaissance of area lakes in preparation for future Status and Trends 
sampling. Some public lakes have never had a survey conducted in previous years. The intention of this effort is 
to identify suitable access and whether the lake has acceptable water depth. Lakes are selected off a 
randomized list. 

▪ Under Part 315, Dam Safety, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as 
amended (NREPA), dam owners are required to conduct safety inspections every 3, 4, or 5 years. DNR Fisheries 
Division conducts annual operational inspections on dams under their ownership.  Newberry Field crew 
completed their spring inspections on area dams (Dollarville Dam, Silver Creek Pond, Shelldrake Flooding, 
Brockies Pond, Millecoquins Pond, and Kings Pond). DNR is now entering data for each site visit in a developed 
Survey123 Application. 

▪ DNR Fisheries staff collaborated with the Sault Sainte Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians to stock walleye fry in 
the Tahquamenon River (Chippewa County) and Millecoquins Lake (Mackinac County). Each waterbody 
received 500,000 walleye fry in May 2021. 

▪ Walleye fry were transferred from the Thompson State Fish Hatchery to management unit rearing ponds. These 
rearing ponds (2) are located in Chippewa and Delta counties. They are operated by the Newberry DNR 
Fisheries staff. 

▪ Oden State Fish Hatchery and Newberry Fisheries staff stocked brown trout in the Tahquamenon River between 
the upper and lower Falls. Brown trout have traditionally been stocked here by using the students from 
Whitefish Township schools in Paradise at the Upper Gorge Stairway. Due to COVID restrictions for the students 
and DNR staff, an alternative location was used to get the 3,784 yearling Wild Rose strain brown trout to the 
river. Brown trout stocking with students has occurred between the Falls since the 1950’s. 

▪ Fisheries managers met with Marquette County Road Commission and Marquette County Conservation District 
staff to discuss future road-stream crossing (RSX) projects. EGLE and DNR Fisheries staff, have identified a 
handful of priority sites for consideration by the road commission or conservation district staff to secure grant 
funding. These sites have undersized culverts resulting in failed stream functions and aquatic organism passage 
concerns. This is ongoing work across the Upper Peninsula to improve road stream crossings. 

▪ Fisheries managers attended the Coldwater Resources Steering Committee Meeting on May 18. Topics covered 
were regulation change proposals for inland coldwater fisheries, review of spear fishing regulation proposal, 
brown trout stocking locations model, and definition of a fly. Minutes from the meeting will be posted on the 
DNR webpage. 

▪ Fisheries managers participated in the State Forest Management Plan Engagement Session. DNR staff provided 
feedback on the principles, goals, resource categories, and resources at the statewide scale which are identified 
in the plan. These meetings are to help develop the planning framework for the management plan. 

▪ Anglers are reminded and encouraged to complete the Online Muskellunge Angler Survey for their muskie 
catches and targeted muskie trips. Since 2014, this survey has gathered information about muskie angler 
demographics and catch data, such as length of fish caught, angler effort, body of water fished and methods 
used. Fisheries managers have used this data to recommend fishing regulation changes to the Michigan Natural 
Resources Commission, evaluate the muskie stocking program and understand more about self-sustaining 
populations. You may fill this out for every trip you make where you target or catch a muskie. Go to 
Michigan.gov/Muskie to complete the survey and see past survey data. 

▪ The new registration systems for muskellunge and lake sturgeon are completed. The registration line is 888-
636-7778 and the reporting weblink is Michigan.gov/RegisterFish. Reminder that muskie and lake sturgeon 
have a harvest limit of 1 per angler per license year. See the 2021 Michigan Fishing Guide for additional seasons 
and length restrictions. 

 
Fish Production Updates by Dan Sampson, Manager of Marquette, Thompson & Oden State Fish Hatcheries 
▪ Staffing - More changes are occurring with our team. 

− Pat VanDaele has filled the Natural Resource Manager position at Oden SFH.  While this is a win for our team, 
this leaves a vacancy in Northern Lake Huron Management Unit.  

− Matt Lyons has accepted the Fisheries Assistant position at Thompson SFH. This leaves a State Worker 
vacancy at Oden SFH. 
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− Kynzie House has filled the Fisheries Technician position at Marquette SFH.   
 

▪ Marquette State Fish Hatchery 

− The Cherry Creek stabilization project is starting to gain momentum.  The pre-construction site meeting will 
be occurring later this month, with construction occurring later this summer. 

− Fish Culture:  
• Rearing is going well, including the brook trout, lake trout, splake, and brood Arctic grayling.  
• Hatchery staff is getting the facility ready so the next group of fry can be moved out to the raceways.  

 

▪ Thompson State Fish Hatchery 

− Coldwater facility: This project is essentially complete. The automated feeding system looks great and is 
expected to work well.    

− Fish Culture:  
• Walleye were introduced into the new ponds in mid-May.  We are expecting to stock them in Mid-June.  
• Chinook salmon grew well and were stocked in May. 
• Steelhead: The fish to be stocked in spring 2022 have come out of incubation and are doing well in the 

nursery. 
• Muskellunge spawning occurred in early June, with eggs being incubated at Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery.  

Some of these will be transferred to Thompson later this summer and reared in the new outdoor ponds. 
 

▪ Oden State Fish Hatchery 

− Needed upgrades will be occurring with the air handling in the brood building later this summer, which has 
our captive brown and rainbow trout brood lots. This will end the 80% humidity and raining that occurs in the 
building, protecting the building better. 

− Fish Culture: 
• Stocking brown trout and rainbow trout went well. Tahquamenon Falls was tricky due to COVID not 

allowing us to work with area schools.  
• The second group of Arctic grayling brood eggs arrived as eyed eggs in late May, being flown as the carryon 

of Nicole Watson of MSU. The eggs hatched a week later and are now beginning to feed. 
 

EUP Wildlife Division:  Kristie Sitar, Wildlife Biologist-Newberry 
▪ Nuisance Wildlife Complaints 

− Spring is often a busy time for nuisance complaints as animals become more active and food sources for some 
are in limited supply. 

− Although offices are still closed, staff continue to respond to nuisance animal calls, primarily nuisance bear 
and beaver.   

− Bear complaints tend to involve available food sources such as bird feeders and easy access garbage and 
result in efforts to educate the public on how to be bear-wise. 

 
▪ Baby Animals 

− It is common in the spring and summer to find baby animals, including fawns, that appear to be left alone in 
the wild.  Many animals, including deer, will hide their young for their safety, and will return hours later.   

− In most cases, the best thing people can do to help is to leave the animal alone.  If a fawn is found alone, do 
not touch it.  Give it plenty of space and leave the area quickly.  The mother will likely return when she feels it 
is safe and may not return if people or dogs are present.   

 
▪ State Forest Management 

− Wildlife staff are conducting forest inventory in the field during spring and summer months in concert with 
the foresters. Watch for open house opportunities to become familiar with forest treatments later this 
summer and fall. 



 

Page 10 

− Land transactions, state forest boundary reviews, and other land use reviews are ongoing in all units.     
 
▪ Habitat Management 

− New clover/rye seedings in the GEMS and Indian Lake deer wintering complex (DWC) have been planted 

− Oak and apple tree planting in DWC’s and GEMS across the region 

− Prescribed burn for opening maintenance in the Munuscong wildlife area and Shingleton unit 

− Invasive species monitoring and treatment plan preparation 

− Shrub plantings in the GEM’s and other project focal areas 

− Access improvements including gravel and trail clearing in the GEM’s and Silver Creek Bird Trail 

− Opening maintenance at Black Creek Flooding and in the Shingleton unit 
 
▪ Shore-to-Shore Birding Trail and Blind Sucker Flooding projects 

− Wildlife staff, particularly those in the Newberry Unit, continue to partner with other organizations on 
development of the Shore-to-Shore Birding Trail, which is slated to span portions of Chippewa, Luce, 
Mackinac, and Schoolcraft counties.  

− A recent grant awarded to the Chippewa Luce West Mackinac Conservation District will be used for website 
design and print materials.  Signs for stops along the trail will also be purchased to further this project. 

− An EPA Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant has been received for the Blind Sucker Flooding with focuses 
on removing invasive phragmites and restoring wild rice communities.  Other benefits will include marsh bird 
surveys and developing a wildlife recreation trail around the flooding with informational kiosks. This work will 
occur over the next three years. 

 
▪ Other 

− Heather Shaw, the new wildlife Biologist in the Shingleton Unit has been hired and is familiarizing herself with 
staff, management unit, and the community.  Feel free to reach out and introduce yourself. 

− Spring wildlife surveys including woodcock and sharptailed grouse lek and occupancy surveys are completed, 
and Kirtland’s Warbler surveys are upcoming.  

 
Parks & Recreation Division-Eastern UP Trails:  Paul Gaberdiel-Eastern UP Trail Specialist 

▪ Rail-Trail Projects 
 Various grant sponsors are working on maintenance projects throughout the EUP. 

▪ Snowmobile Trail Updates 

− Snowmobile clubs are working on some projects 

− Millecoquins River Bridge is being engineered by GEI  
▪ ORV Trail Updates 

− Grant sponsors are near completion of spring maintenance run 

− 2022 Grant applications are submitted 

− Beginning Trail inspections 
▪ Equestrian Trail Projects 

− Stanley lake Area site meeting went well.  Waiting on a proposal from the group. Many details to work out in 
the future. 

▪ Pathway Projects 

− Tahquamenon Country Pathway Association, went well, very educational by the staff.  Waiting on Michigan 
Natural Features site review before detailing timber management plans. 

▪ Event/Use Permits 

− Drummond Island Jeep Jamboree 5-year permit has been approved and planning the June 18 & 19. 

− Jeep the Mac Spring Migration, Drummond Island event went well. Paul was on Drummond Island that day, 
the jeeps that attended seemed well behaved.  The number didn’t seem too much for the trail system. 

▪ General 

− Doing field work as needed. 
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− Getting out to verify some project details before sending out to bid. 

− Statewide trails plan is making progress, refining action items to accomplish the objectives to get to the goals. 
 

▪ Eastern UP Regional Project Update

 
 

Forest Resources Division:  Bob Burnham, Acting Eastern UP Supervisor 

▪ Timber Sales 

− Foresters have been implementing the newly developed timber cruise methods that the DNR adopted.  All 
timber sales cruised starting in October 2020 will be using this new protocol. 

− 18 sales were offered for sale between April and June. 17 sold and 1 had no bids. Bid activity is moderate. 

− Logging activity as about average for this time of year. Markets have not been good for pulp species. Quota 
limits and price have been reduced for many loggers with Verso contracts. 

− Hardwood pulpwood markets continue to be poor.  Aspen markets are good.  Pine markets continue to be 
strong. 

▪ Forest Inventory:  Field work is wrapping up on the 2023 YOE compartments across the EUP. Pre-reviews start in 
July. 

▪ Cultivation 

− Trenching  

− Trenching is continuing in the Newberry Unit. Slowed somewhat by fire season, they are still well ahead of 
schedule. Once Newberry is completed, the trencher will move to the Shingleton Unit. 

− Roller Chopping 

− Roller chopping is ongoing in Naubinway. Equipment issues and fire weather have slowed production. The 
roller chopper will move to the Newberry Unit next. 

− Scarification 

− Per conversation with Holli Forest Products, they will be starting the contract scarification work in the next 
few weeks. They should complete the work on the contract in about a months’ time. 

− Herbicide site prep and release 
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− Site prep herbicide work will begin towards the end of the month. Pesticide application plans for skidder 
application are wrapping up. Helicopter sites and red pine release work will be the next projects. We will also 
be conducting site visits to herbicide treatments done last year to gauge effectiveness. 

− Planting 

− Planting season has finished up, with about 498,500 trees planted in the EUP. 163,250 were replants; and 
334,650 were initial plants. 

▪ Fire 

− The spring has been exceptionally dry. Fire staff have been on standby and have worked several fires and 
prescribed burns across the state. 

− Completed 3 prescribed burns within the EUP. 

− 2 burns for opening maintenance for 830 acres 

− 1 burn for slash reduction for 17 acres 

− All fire equipment is serviced and fire ready, except for the new power bully in the Newberry Unit, which is 
out-of-service.  

▪ Road and Bridge 

− Bids are being received for upgrades to existing stream crossing sites on Murphy Creek and Culhane Creek. A 
new bridge is being proposed at the Murphy Creek site; and a concrete box culvert at the Culhane Creek site. 

− Batty Doe Lake Road bridge replacement will start at the end of August through September 30th. 

− Multiple project bid packages are in Lansing waiting for approval to bid. 

− Working on several bridge, culvert and gravelling projects that have just been bid out. 
▪ Facilities:  Seney bathroom remodel is complete. 
▪ Land Use 

− Reviewing permit application for various state land uses. 

− Two LTA’s have been processed that involve the Shingleton Unit. 

− Exchange in process with Newton Lands in Mackinac and Schoolcraft Counties was approved by Director at 
the May NRC meeting. 

− Public comment period for Land Review Meeting for Luce County will be June 9th at 6:00 pm to be held 
virtually via Teams. 

▪ Forest Health 

− We are preparing for the summer survey season and anticipate defoliator activity, especially spruce budworm 
(fir/spruce), redheaded pine sawfly (jack/red pine) and larch casebearer (tamarack) in the EUP. As COVID 
restrictions ease, we anticipate aerial surveys to be more extensive this year. 

− We are cooperating with Michigan Technological University on research that will help us better protect our 
EUP oak resource from oak wild by assessing the risk of infection. 

▪ Commercial Forest:  No report 
▪ Research 

− MTU - cedar research   

− MNFI - Dwarf Lake Iris research 

− CMU - research on the Great Lakes Coastal Wetland Monitoring Program 

− EGLE – wetland monitoring research 

− U of M – bird research 
▪ Training:  Stream crossing/culvert inventory training was completed virtually. 
▪ Vacancies 

− Currently in the process of filling several vacancies statewide, as well as staff who have taken on acting roles 
to help fill the vacancies. There are 4 forester vacancies and 2 forest technician vacancies in the EUP. 
Interviews have been conducted and offers are being made. 

− One Naubinway forester is transferring to Sault Ste. Marie CSC and the other forester is transferring 
downstate. 

− Multiple Working Out of Class (WOC) positions are being filled and back-filled as needed across the state.  
Currently WOC positions that affect EUP personnel include the EUP District Supervisor, Shingleton Unit 
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Manager, EUP Timber Management Specialist, Statewide Silviculturalist, and Newberry Fire Supervisor.  These 
positions are anticipated to last approximately 3 months, with decisions to be made at that time to either fill 
the positions permanently or continue with WOC assignments.  Most of these positions’ assignments will be 
complete sometime in July. After that time, the EUP District Supervisor, and EUP Inventory and Planning 
Specialist will be covered by WOC assignments. 

− EUP Inventory and Planning Specialist will retire at the end of June. 
▪ Other 

− Offices remain closed and staff are still in telework status, which has been extended to at least July 12. 

− Return to work plans are ongoing. 

 

Parks & Recreation Division (PRD):  Eric Cowing, Eastern UP District Supervisor 
Muskallonge Lake State Park 
▪ No major projects or construction occurring at this time.  
▪ Seasonal STW staff hiring has been difficult with few applicants and some leaving for higher paying jobs.  
▪ There are currently 3 vacant positions.  
▪ Campground use has been busy this spring. Memorial Day weekend was full capacity and up 340 camp nights 

from average.  
▪ The Lake Superior Overlook has already seen overflow parking both day and night as the quest for “Yooperlites” 

along the Lake Superior shoreline has become very popular.  
▪ State Forest campgrounds were busy over the holiday weekend also with Lake Superior campground, Blind 

Sucker 1 and Blind Sucker 2 filling to capacity.  
▪ Lake Superior shoreline erosion within the Park continues. The Lake Superior stairway access is closed 

indefinitely due to safety concerns as the bluff continues to erode away, making the foundation pillars unstable.   

 
Indian Lake State Park & Palms Book State Park 
▪ Indian Lake State Park toilet shower building replacement project had an archaeological study conducted in 

project area. 
▪ Palms Book septic field project has wetland inspection in progress. 
▪ Palms Book observation raft had a new pod installed and bottom plate reinstalled. 
▪ Laughing Whitefish Falls bridge waiting for preliminary estimates on draft design. 
▪ Palms Book State park had septic field waiting circuit board for lift pump. 

▪ Indian Lake State Park up 6.1% in camping compared to 2019 memorial weekend. 

▪ Palms Book Day use also up from 2019 

 
Brimley State Park/Detour Harbor/Lime Island 
▪ Lime Island AST cleaning & Hazardous Material Assessment:  Site visit/kick off meeting held on June 4, 2021.  

Consultant will return this summer for further field work. 
▪ Lime Island Harbor upgrade project:  Temporary floating dock will not be able to be constructed & installed this 

summer due to Flotation Dock issues.  Consultant still moving forward with finalizing the original upgrade 
option B plan.  

▪ Brimley Toilet/Shower building replacement: Funding received for construction for this fiscal year.  90% design 
review meeting June 8th.   

▪ DeTour Harbor/Lime having hard time filling summer staff positions 
▪ Brimley is fully staffed with summer positions 
▪ Brimley:  Had a busy Memorial Day wknd…87% occupancy on Friday, 100% on Saturday & 90% on 

Sunday…compared to 50% occupancy for the same weekend in 2018 & 2019. 
▪ Munuscong River SFCG was full on Memorial Day Wknd and BAS was busy with Walleye anglers. 
▪ DeTour Harbor:  Had been slow with boaters…a few of the seasonal slip holders have showed up.  The Village 

BAS and Passage BAS in DeTour have been busy with anglers targeting Salmon. 
▪ Lime Island:  Will be opening on June 7th.  
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▪ Staff have been busy mowing grass, staining picnic tables and other maintenance tasks…getting ready for a busy 
summer. 

▪ DeTour Harbor/Lime units having a tough time finding summer worker candidates. 
▪ Stewardship section/PRD staff has made two trips to Lime this season to monitor/inspect the Common Tern 

nesting site on the old coal dock.  The gulls are taking over much of the nesting area…...approximately 500-600 
gulls vs 150 terns observed. 

▪ PRD Newberry Maintenance crew added gravel/graded the campground roads at DeTour & Munuscong SFCG’s 
in May.  They also installed a new privy at DeTour SFCG. 

 
Straits State Park 
▪ Design for the Straits upper toilet shower buildings will resume in June. 
▪ The Mackinac Island Harbor toilet shower building is back underway and is now in design phase for heating 

since this is a new LARA requirement.  
▪ The Father Marquette NEH grant planning and design is now getting back underway again as well.  
▪ STW hiring continues to be a struggle.   
▪ We have worked with Chicago Yacht Club and the Bayview Yacht club to still be able to hold slips at the 

Mackinac Island Harbor.  Not knowing what COVID would bring, they were able to make their own individual 
reservations.  The race will be held with 1 boat per slip.   

▪ At this time, it appears that the annual Native American POWWOW will also be held at Father Marquette this 
season.   

▪ St. Ignace car show is also back on this year and while it doesn’t occur on our property it will bring in lots of 
campers.  We have 2 conservation officers assigned to work in the park and area for Friday and Saturday of car 
show.  

▪ So far this season the park has been busy.  The park filled for memorial weekend which normally we would have 
some openings.   

▪ Many folks for some reason are still driving around with expired plates or none at all.   
▪ Lack of staff also causes us to have to skip some things that we would normally do and do less mowing and less 

frequent checks of our BAS or trailhead sites. 
▪ We have seen an increase in campers and visitors that are new to outdoor pursuits.   They are unfamiliar with 

park rules and common campground courtesy.  This has led to many complaints and educational opportunities. 

 
Tahquamenon Falls State Park & Newberry Field Office 
▪ Lower Falls Boat Concession/Island redevelopment project:  Olson & Olson Contractors is finishing the 

boardwalk sections this week.  The pedestrian bridge is still slated to be installed in August 2021. 
▪ Lower Falls Concession Store Remodel/Replacement project:  Is into 90% design.  The project is starting to take 

shape, with the new Park Store & Bathrooms being separate buildings integrated into a plaza style complex in 
the generally area where the existing store is located. 

▪ Whitefish Point Harbor Phase 1 Improvements:    Kickoff meeting was held last week with Edgewater Resources.  
The project team is generally looking to make baseline improvements to the facility including upgrading the slip 
piers and Electrical, as well as making the entire unit ADA compliant. 

▪ County Line BAS Redevelopment project:  Was put out for bid in March 2021.  All bids were substantially over 
the project budget allotment.  For that reason, in addition to the nature of the project (not an immediate 
Health, Safety, & Welfare issue), the project has been put on hold and will be rebid in 2022. 

▪ Milakokia Lake BAS Redevelopment Project:  Is in 90% design 
▪ Tahquamenon Falls has a vacant General Office Assistant (GOA) position.  
▪ The Newberry Field Office will be holding interviews for the Vacant Supervisor position on June 25th. 
▪ Both locations are short on summer staff and have been actively recruiting for both Maintenance & 

Campground office help. 
▪ The Two-Hearted 50K/Marathon will be held on June 26th.  The race(s) start in the Two-Hearted area and end at 

the Upper Falls.  The event is organized by Great Lakes Endurance LLC. 
▪ The State Park campgrounds were full over the Memorial Weekend Holiday weekend.   
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▪ State Forest Campgrounds were about 2/3 full, which is typical for the first Holiday of each season. 
▪ Looking ahead, The State Park is booked solid beginning on June 11th for the balance of the summer.  This is 2 

weeks earlier than normal. 

 
Fayette Historic State Park 
▪ Townsite:  General reactionary maintenance to window sashes, doors, locks, etc.  Restoration of Hay Wagon* 

that presides in the Historic Townsite.  Seasonal maintenance to prepare for season. 
▪ Park/Harbor:  Seasonal maintenance to prepare for season. 
▪ At one point we had all STW positions filled on paper. Currently we sit at 2.5 positions short. 
▪ Christmas in June cancelled 
▪ 2021: Max capacity: 183 nights.  Actual camp nights – 170 (93% capacity) 
▪ 2016-2019 (average): Max capacity: 183 nights.  Actual camp nights – 109 (60% capacity).  170/109 = 56% 

INCREASE 
▪ Day Use (Fri/Sat/Sun/Mon):  2021: 2,342; 2016-2019 (average): 1,386; 2,342/1,386 = 69% INCREASE 
▪ Have had to pull the grinder pumps twice already this early season.  
 

 

Law Enforcement Division (LED): Lt. Skip Hagy, Eastern District 2 Law Supervisor  
With summer already in full swing with temps in the 90s, the water has been the place to be.  Officers have been 
encountering a lot of people boating and fishing. There has also been an ample amount of ORV activity.   After our 
last CAC meeting, officers made several good fish and game cases as you will read below. They have also been 
involved in a few search and rescue and medical first responder cases. 
DISTRICT 2 BI-WEEKLY REPORT 4-19-2021 
▪ COs Todd Sumbera and Sgt. Calvin Smith worked a remote stream in Chippewa County that the walleye spawn in.  Not long 

after the COs arrived, they observed two individuals approach the stream and start spearing walleye. The COs made contact 
with both individuals and after a brief investigation the duo confessed to making multiple trips to the stream to spear the 
spawning walleye. An additional sack that was hidden in the woods that contained 16 walleye that the pair had speared 
earlier. In total the pair had speared 26 walleyes.  A report has been submitted to the prosecuting attorney requesting 
charges for illegal take of walleye, take walleye out of season, possess more than 5 walleyes, fish in a closed stream and 
possess spear on a designated trout stream.  All 26 walleyes, 2 spears and one landing net were seized. 

▪ CO Mike Olesen was checked a local boat launch for fisherman.  During the patrol, a father and son that were launching their 
boat had a medical emergency.  CO Olesen used supplies from his medical kit to assist with care of the wound sustained 
during the launch, allowing the father to transport his son to the local ER for treatment.  

▪ CO Mike Olesen was on patrol when a call from Chippewa Central Dispatch came out of a grass fire that was out of control.  
CO Olesen responded and upon his arrival volunteer fire departments from both Dafter and Soo township and along with 
staff from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Fire Division had the 12-acre fire contained.  CO Olesen 
interviewed the homeowner who had started the fire to burn some yard debris when the strong wind quickly spread the fire.  
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A report has been submitted to the Chippewa County prosecutor requesting charges for burn without a permit and for failing 
to prevent the spread of a fire. 

▪ CO Mike Olesen responded to another call for a grass fire that was out of control.  A homeowner was burning when embers 
caught nearby grass on fire and was quickly spreading out of control.  CO Olesen issued the homeowner a citation for failing 
to prevent the spread of a fire. 

▪ COs Todd Sumbera and Cole VanOosten were on patrol of a closed trout stream in Chippewa County when they observed a 
group begin spearing suckers.  The COs observed the group spear several suckers and throw them in nearby buckets.  One 
member of the group speared a fish and walked into some tall grass before hiding it.  After watching the group for 
approximately thirty minutes the COs contacted the subjects who at that time had approximately 60 suckers. The COs walked 
to the area where they observed the man throw the fish earlier and discovered a large walleye laying in the grass.  The 
walleye was fresh and had a spear mark behind the head. Initially the group denied spearing the walleye and stated that 
some other kids had come down and speared it earlier. The COs advised the group that they had watched the entire thing.  
One individual admitted to spearing the walleye and another individual admitted to hiding it.  The COs informed the 
fishermen that they were in a closed trout stream and could not fish or possess a spear on that river.  Tickets were issued for 
possessing a spear on a trout stream and taking a walleye out of season. 

▪ COs Cole VanOosten and Mike Evink were on patrol of Luce county when they got a call of a boat spotlighting fish in a 
nearby lake.  Upon contact, shortly after midnight, it was determined that the group were tribal members who were spearing 
walleye under a walleye spearing permit.  CO VanOosten contacted an individual who was waiting at the boat launch.  The 
woman stated that they had only speared about 20 walleyes.  As CO VanOosten was talking to the woman, he heard a fish 
flopping inside a large tote in the back of the truck.  A consent search revealed the tote contained 34 walleyes.  The woman 
stated that was their limit from the previous day (before midnight) and that they were spearing more walleye for that day’s 
limit. After the boat returned to the launch it was determined that the individuals had speared an additional 24 walleye for a 
total of 58.  A report is being generated and submitted to the tribe for review requesting charges for taking an over limit of 
walleye. 

▪ CO Mark Zitnik was off and on his way home when he observed an angler fishing the Rock River dam that is closed to fishing. 
CO Zitnik called CO Andrea Dani to respond to his location. After the call was made CO Zitnik approached the angler, 
identified himself as a Conservation Officer and told the angler he is not allowed to fish in that location. The Angler thought 
he could not fish the area but wasn’t for sure. CO Dani arrived and cited the man for fishing in a closed section of stream.  

▪ CO Mark Zitnik contacted a man at his camp in Schoolcraft County that had an Arrest Warrant for poaching a bear in June of 
2020. The Arrest Warrant is from an investigation led by CO Andrea Dani back in September of 2020’s bear season. CO Dani 
received a complaint that a Kawkawlin man was up at his camp on Lavender’s Corners and had shot a bear out of season. CO 
Dani followed up and located evidence of the crime and had COs from the Kawkawlin area interview the man. A full 
confession was received that the hunter shot the bear in June and put his 2016 bear seal on the animal and brought it to a 
local taxidermist.  The warrant was served, and a $500.00 bond was posted. The man informed CO Zitnik he will let the 
Schoolcraft County Court decide if it was a nuisance bear or not.  

▪ CO Mark Zitnik executed an Arrest Warrant and Search Warrant in Alger County on a Melstrand residence after a six-month 
long investigation. CO Zitnik was assisted by; Area 1 officers, Cpl. Mike Hammill, and Alger County Sheriff Deputies Capt. 
Waldron, and Sgt. Grahovac. The team seized two deer rifles and a shoulder mounted 10-point buck shot back in 2019. The 
investigated resulted in a felon in possession of a firearm shooting a 6-point buck, multiple drug charges, Larceny of a 11-
point buck, unlawfully transport a whitetail deer without a valid deer tag attached and transport a stolen deer. The subject 
will be arraigned in the Alger County Court house on April 22nd. Further charges are pending.  

▪ COs Michael Evink and Stephen Butzin assisted a Delta county sheriff deputy with a traffic stop in Rapid River.  During the 
traffic stop what was believed to be Meth was recovered from the operator of the vehicle.  The vehicle did not have a license 
plate the operator did not have a valid license and had outstanding warrants.  He was lodged at the Delta County jail. 

▪ CO Robert Freeborn was conducting surveillance on a vehicle that was involved in illegal spearing. While watching the 
vehicle, CO Robert Freeborn observed a subject come back to the truck carrying a stringer of fish. CO Freeborn contacted COs 
Steve Butzin, Chris Lynch and Cpl. Mike Hammill who responded to the area to assist. Just before contact was made, a second 
subject appeared at the truck carrying a white bag that appeared to have something in it. As the subjects were leaving in 
their vehicle, CO Lynch and Butzin followed them and made contact. After interviewing both subjects it was determined that 
one of the subjects was a tribal member and was legal to spear, but his partner who was not a tribal member was spearing 
walleye and was in possession of walleye illegally taken and out of season. A report will be submitted to local prosecutor. 

▪ CO Andrea Dani received a report of a car vs moose accident on M-28 near Deerton.  The driver was not injured in the crash, 
and a report was completed by Michigan State Police.  CO Dani collected the moose which was killed in the crash for Wildlife 
Division biologists to complete sampling. 

▪ CO Steve Butzin was on patrol on Garden Township checking several fishermen when he encountered and individual fishing 
without a license. During the contact CO Butzin observed a large grass fire spreading towards several residences. The 
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fisherman was given a warning and CO Butzin quickly responded to the fire and directed Garden Township and DNR Fire to 
the scene. Thankfully, the fire was able to be contained before it reached several houses in the downtown area. The cause of 
the fire was due to a resident dumping hot ashes from a wood stove into a grassy field. This individual was cited for disposing 
of a flammable substance causing a grass fire.  

▪ CO Steve Butzin and Cpl. Mike Hammill were on patrol in Ford River Township. The COs observed three fishermen in an area 
known to have many spawning walleyes. As the COs approached, they noticed that the fishermen were in possession of five 
walleye. After a short while contact was made with the fishermen. Two citations were issued for possession of walleye during 
a closed season, and one additional citation was issued for attempting to take walleye during a closed season. The weight of 
the walleye totaled approximately 21 pounds, these fish were seized and donated. The fishermen face fines, costs, and 
restitution of nearly $800 for this offense.  

▪ CO Steve Butzin received a complaint of an individual who was possibly possessing a walleye out of season in Wells 
Township. CO Butzin went to the location of the complaint and observed two individuals trolling with rods in their hands. The 
fishermen were observed for a short while before contact was able to be made. One fisherman was found to be in possession 
of a 24.5-inch walleye. A citation was issued for possession of walleye during a closed season.  

▪ CO Steve Butzin responded to several wildfires. In majority, the cause of these fires was due to individuals burning debris 
during a no burn or high fire danger. Several citations were issued which included two citations to individuals burning 
without a permit, and one citation for failing to prevent the spread of fire. In addition to these citations several warnings 
were also issued.   

 
DISTRICT 2 BI-WEEKLY REPORT 5-3-2021  
▪ CO Andrea Dani received a complaint from Station 20 stating a turkey had just been shot from the road on their posted 

private property. The property owner attempted to stop the suspect vehicle, but it took off. The property owner was able to 
get the license plate number of the suspect vehicle, who they were able to follow to a driveway where they were processing 
the turkey. CO Dani later made contact with the vehicle owner and his girlfriend who were still in possession of the turkey. 
The shooter stated she did not know private property signs mattered on county road right of ways, and that she did not see 
the signs until afterward. The turkey and suspect’s shotgun were seized, a report is being submitted to the Prosecutor’s 
Office for recreation trespass and safety zone violation.  

▪ While on routine patrol, CO Robert Freeborn observed what appeared to be smoke coming from a remote location of an 
ORV trail. As CO Freeborn arrived at the location of the smoke, he observed an active forest fire that was beginning to climb 
the trees and was spreading quickly due to the high winds. CO Freeborn advised local dispatch and proceeded into the woods 
to find the possible source. Once in the woods, CO Freeborn heard a power line shorting out on the ground several times. CO 
Freeborn immediately went back to his patrol truck and waited for the fire department and power company. After several 
hours, the fire was put out and power was restored. CO Freeborn was assisted by MSP and Sault Tribe Police. 

▪ While on routine patrol, CO Robert Freeborn overheard local radio traffic regarding a family dispute involving an aunt who 
refused to let her niece leave the residence. CO Freeborn was close to the location and provided assistance to MSP. As CO 
Freeborn and MSP were clearing, local dispatch advised of another family dispute a few miles away. CO Freeborn and MSP 
responded and found a father was upset that his adult son moved out of the house. Both parties were advised that since the 
son was an adult he was legally allowed to leave. 

▪ CO Robert Freeborn received a complaint of a possible turkey that was taken off private property without permission. The 
caller located the shotgun shell on the edge of the road and kept it secure until he arrived on scene. The caller stated that 
suspected truck kept driving in the area trying to grab his shell. Once on scene after a brief walk, CO Freeborn was able to 
locate a possible kill site. A neighbor came over and advised CO Freeborn that he observed the entire thing and saw the 
suspect get out of his truck and walk in the pines and come out with a bird in hand. CO Robert Freeborn proceeded to the 
landowner’s residence and advised them of the situation. The landowners stated that the suspect did not have permission to 
hunt there, but they were not interested in trespass charges and would talk with the suspect to make sure he asked before 
hunting. The suspect was later contacted by CO Evink and advised to make sure he knew the property lines before shooting 
at a turkey. 

▪ COs Michael Evink and Robert Freeborn responded to opposite sides of a Hunter Harassment incident surrounding the 
taking of a turkey.  CO Freeborn received a complaint from a farmer who came across an individual who had just shot a 
turkey.  CO Evink received a phone call from a hunter who had just harvested a Turkey and was confronted by a local 
farmer.  In the end, the hunter had shared some inaccurate information with the farmer, who became frustrated and 
upset.  The Farmer jumped to a conclusion and overreacted.  The COs were able to de-escalate the situation.   

▪ CO Chris Lynch worked the trout opener and then the following weekend checking several trout fisherman. Several Brook 
trout and Steelhead were observed being caught with no violations observed. The anglers were happy to see a Conservation 
Officer in the area. 
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▪ COs Chris Lynch and Steve Butzin were on patrol when they observed a cloud of black smoke. The COs located the residence 
the smoke was coming from and contacted the responsible party. They were burning old building materials from a knocked 
down building on their property which mostly consisted of wood and on no burn permit day. The suspects were warned for 
their violations. Shortly after clearing the scene the COs were dispatched to a small grass fire not far from their location. The 
COs responded to the scene and contacted the responsible subject. The grass fire was small, and the origin of the fire was 
from burning a small pile of prohibited materials. Again, this was a no burn permit day. The suspect was ticketed for their 
violations. 

▪ CO Todd Sumbera observed an individual fishing from a stream in Mackinac County on opening day of trout season.  As CO 
Sumbera approached, the female fisherman quickly reeled in her line, picked up her tackle and began walking back to her 
vehicle.  CO Sumbera contacted her asking how the fishing has been.  She stated they were not fishing real long and that she 
had only been fishing for about 10 minutes.  Upon failing to provide a valid fishing license and a check of the Retail Sales 
Service (RSS) that showed the individual had failed to purchase a 2021 fishing license, a citation was issued for fishing 
without a license.  

▪ CO Mike Olesen assisted the Michigan State Police (MSP) in investigating an abandoned vehicle in the Hiawatha National 
Forest that was discovered to be connected with a missing person from Illinois.  The driver of the vehicle was found by two 
citizens after they checked on one of their hunting blinds.  It was determined that the missing person was staying in a deer 
blind a couple miles from the location in which the vehicle was abandoned.  Other than being hungry, the individual was in 
good health and reunited with his family. 

▪ CO Cole VanOosten was on patrol of Northern Luce County for trout opener when an ORV sped around a corner coming at 
him, failing to maintain his vehicle on the right side of the roadway nearly hitting CO VanOostens patrol truck.  A traffic stop 
was conducted, and the operator admitted to driving around the corner at over 50mph and stated that if the CO’s patrol 
truck were any closer it would have hit it.  A citation was issued for carless operation of an ORV. 

▪ CO Cole VanOosten assisted members of District 25 with the serving of 3 warrants for an individual that was caught taking 
steelhead with a dip net in Schoolcraft County.  CO VanOosten issued tickets for three misdemeanor counts of taking fish 
with an illegal method as well as taking an over limit of steelhead. 

▪ CO Cole VanOosten conducted a zoom meeting with students at LSSU covering the job description of a conservation officer. 
 
DISTRICT 2 BI-WEEKLY REPORT 5-17-2021 
▪ COs Cole VanOosten and Colton Gelinas were interviewing several suspects regarding stolen trail cameras.  During this 

investigation, it was discovered that several of these suspects illegally harvested steelhead with a spear.  A total of 27 
steelhead were illegally taken from a small trout stream in Western Mackinac County.  A report is being submitted to the 
Mackinac County Prosecutors Office.  

▪ CO Colton Gelinas contacted Mackinac Island Public Schools inquiring about a possible hunter safety class on the island.  
Conservation Officers in Michigan try to organize hunter safety classes and field days in their patrol areas every year.  

▪ COs Todd Sumbera and Colton Gelinas patrolled Brevort Lake on the opening morning of Walleye/Pike season.  Water 
temperatures were cold and very few fish were being caught.  

▪ CO Todd Sumbera conducted an ORV patrol along the St. Mary’s River shoreline in Chippewa County.  CO Sumbera observed 
a location that seemed to be getting a lot of illegal ORV use, riding off trail.  CO Sumbera set up on the location making lots of 
contacts and came across three separate individuals on ORV’s with open intoxicants. CO Sumbera issued citations to all three 
individuals for possessing open intoxicants in an ORV. 

▪ CO Todd Sumbera was patrolling Lake Huron when he stopped a vessel with an expired registration.  The owner/operator 
stated that he had the vessel renewed but left the registration at home.  After checking with dispatch, the vessel came back 
expired since 2020.  The individual then stated that his wife was supposed to call today and get it taken care of.  CO Sumbera 
issued a citation for operating an unregistered watercraft. 

▪ CO Cole VanOosten was on patrol in Luce County when a vehicle passed him at a high rate of speed.  Numerous motor 
vehicle violations were observed, and a traffic stop was conducted.  Upon contact it was determined that the operator was 
on parole and did not have a driver’s license and one of the passengers had a felony warrant.  It was confirmed that the jail  
did not want to lodge either individuals.  A citation was issued to the driver for operating without a valid driver’s license. 

▪ COs Colton Gelinas and Cole VanOosten were observing tribal members spearing walleye in Luce county when they 
observed a member spear more than his permit allowed.  When contact was made at the boat launch it was determined that 
one member, who was permitted to spear 3 walleyes, had exceeded his limit by 9 walleyes.  A report was generated for 
follow-up from the Grand Traverse Bay Band tribal court for taking an overlimit of walleye. 

▪ CO Mike Olesen performed multiple charter boat inspections in Chippewa County. These inspections were completed for 
local charter fishing businesses along with a few commercial businesses that work on the St. Mary’s River.  

▪ CO Mike Olesen patrolled Munuscong Bay for the walleye/pike opener.  During the patrol CO Olesen contacted many anglers 
to check for proper licensing and safety equipment.  Compliance was very high for both fishing and marine regulations with 
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only a couple verbal warnings given for minor infractions, one citation was issued for fishing without a license and one for 
operating a boat with an expired registration.  

▪ CO Mike Olesen performed an aquatic invasive species patrol of local boat launches to inform the public on the importance 
of keeping waters clean.  Explaining proper steps to take before and after each use of a boat launch.  No violations were 
observed during this patrol. 

▪ COs Robert Freeborn and Mark Zitnik patrolled Lake Superior in Alger County. The COs contacted over 40 anglers on the 
sunny Friday morning. The COs spoke with the anglers about the fishing conditions and did not to take any enforcement 
action. The anglers were happy to see the COs out protecting what they love. 

▪ COs Andrea Dani and Mark Zitnik were patrolling to AuTrain lake boat launch when they observed three anglers fishing from 
shore. The CO’s contacted the anglers and realized the out-of-state anglers were fishing off one fishing license which they 
thought was proper. They educated the trio about each of them needing a valid fishing license and had them purchase a 
license before continuing to fish. The anglers were happy they did not receive citations and immediately purchased Michigan 
Fishing Licenses.  

▪ CO Michael Evink was first on scene to a non-responsive elderly male on the floor at his home.  Once on scene CO Evink 
began CPR until EMS arrived.  CO Evink and an MSP trooper alternated CPR while EMS worked on the individual.  CPR was 
continued for 25 min until the ER doctor advised to discontinue due to the advanced age of the subject.   

▪ COs Robert Freeborn and Michael Evink conducted a patrol of Big Bay de Noc.  It was the opening day of the 2021 Walleye 
season.  Fishing was slow on Lake Michigan, but the officers encountered quite a few boats.  Most boats were in full 
compliance however, as the COs approached it was obvious that one individual was franticly reeling in a rod.  Once 
contacted, it was confirmed that he was fishing with too many lines.  CO Evink recognized the individual as one who 
previously had been caught fishing with too many lines.  He was issued a ticket for the violation. 

▪ While working on paperwork at her residence, CO Andrea Dani heard radio traffic reference a structure fire near Forest Lake 
Basin.  CO Dani arrived on scene where Trooper Kiscadden was coaxing the property owner to get away from the fire.  The 
property owner stated he set some paperwork on fire outside in an open area and went into his house.  When he came back 
out, the fire had spread. He was unable to put it out on his own and called 9-1-1.  The fire resulted in complete loss of a shed 
on the property, as well as a lawn mower and four-wheeler, and melted the siding of the house.  CO Dani asked the property 
owner where the fire was started.  The property owner specified the area, where CO Dani identified plastic jugs, pails, cans, 
and even remnants of a camping tent.  CO Dani advised the owner these were not legal to burn, and that there was a U.P.-
wide burning ban that day.  The property owner stated those items were from a previous burn in the same spot, and that he 
was only burning paper that day.  The property owner was issued a citation for failure to take precautions to prevent fire 
escape and warnings for burning without a permit and unlawful disposal of solid waste.  

▪ COs Andrea Dani and Mark Zitnik were on patrol when they received a complaint from Alger Dispatch of open burning of a 
shed during no-burn times in Melstrand.  When the COs arrived, they observed a tractor about to dump more treated wood 
into the fire and stopped the driver from doing so. The property owner stated they were attempting to clean up the newly 
purchased property.  The owner was issued a citation for burning without a permit and a warning for unlawful disposal of 
solid waste.  

▪ CO Robert Freeborn overheard local radio traffic regarding a call regarding a welfare check of an individual. MSP was en-
route and requested assistance. CO Freeborn and the MSP trooper arrived on scene and tried talking with the subject for 
several minutes. After the subject refused to communicate, both officers cleared the scene since the subject appeared to be 
not in harm. 

▪ COs Robert Freeborn and Mike Evink patrolled a busy walleye opener on a local lake. The lake was extremely busy, and a fair 
number of fish were being caught. As the COs approached a boat, they asked the fisherman if he had any luck. The fisherman 
replied, yes just caught one! When asked how long it was, the fisherman stated it was about 15 or so. CO Freeborn asked for 
the fish to verify the length. The fish measured 14.5” and the fisherman was issued a citation for the short fish. After CO 
Freeborn left the contact, he remembered the subject from the past winter who he had issued a citation for unattended 
lines. 

▪ COs Robert Freeborn and Steve Butzin place a flag on fallen CO Thomas Mellon’s grave site in honor of his service during 
police appreciation week. 

▪ CO Robert Freeborn served a warrant on a subject from last fall involving operating an ORV with open intoxicants. The 
subject was released on a PR bond and given a court date. 

▪ CO Robert Freeborn received a disposition back from the court from an illegal deer case from last fall where the subject 
killed an 8 point without a license. The subject was ordered to pay $6,450 in fines and restitution, lost their hunting privileges 
until the end of 2026 and the firearm used was to be forfeited.  

▪ CO Steve Butzin was on patrol in Ford River Township when he saw a large amount of black smoke pluming into the air from 
a distance. CO Butzin located the source of the smoke and found that one individual was burning a portion of dilapidated 
barn. Along with barn materials the individual was burning shingles, a couch, car parts, an air conditioner, and various other 
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toxic substances. The Ford River Township was requested to put the fire out. Along with the bill from the fire department the 
individual received a citation from CO Butzin for open burning prohibited materials.  

▪ CO Steve Butzin was doing some follow up from the 2020 deer hunting season. CO Butzin encountered one individual who 
shot a deer during bow season without a license. During this investigation, a set of 8-point antlers was seized from the 
individual. A report is being submitted to the Delta County prosecutor’s office requesting the charge of take a whitetail deer 
without a license. 

▪ COs Steve Butzin and Andrea Dani patrolled the waters of Little Bay de Doc during the opening weekend of walleye season. 
A fair number of fish were being caught, it seemed that most every boat had at least a few fish. Unfortunately, some boaters 
were found to have undersize walleye in their possession. The smallest walleye seized measured to be only 13 inches, these 
individuals were issued citations and their fish were seized. Along with possessing undersize walleye several marine safety 
violations were found resulting in both citations and warnings. These violations included failing to provide a personal 
flotation device (PFD) and operating an unregistered vessel. Overall, it was a great opening weekend with the best May 15th 
weather in several years.  

 
DISTRICT 2 BI-WEEKLY REPORT 6-1-2021 
▪ CO Colton Gelinas helped Hiawatha Sportsman Club with an ORV Trespass issue.  CO Gelinas gave suggestions to the club to 

help curb ORV trespass.  
▪ CO Colton Gelinas found the owners of an abandon snowmobile in Luce County.  
▪ COs Cole VanOosten, Mike Olesen, Todd Sumbera and Sgt. Calvin Smith conducted a group patrol on ORVs along Lake 

Superior shoreline in response to complaints of ORVs operating in closed areas.  Overall compliance was high, and activity 
was fairly low. COs Todd Sumbera and Mike Olesen both issued citations to separate individuals for failing to obtain an ORV 
license. 

▪ CO Todd Sumbera conducted a marine patrol on a local river when he contacted a boat with four adults on board that was 
displaying an expired watercraft registration.  When asked to see life jackets the boaters were only able to provide two.  A 
citation was issued for failing to provide a PFD and a warning was given for operating an unregistered watercraft. 

▪ COs Todd Sumbera and Sgt Calvin Smith conducted a marine patrol on the St Mary’s River, compliance with marine law was 
very good overall.  The COs contacted a vessel with two adults on board, when asked to see life jackets the individuals 
provided one adult PFD and one child’s PFD.  The individual stated that he knew he did not have enough and that they were 
needed.  He also stated that he was aware of the life jacket and safe boating campaign the DNR had been publishing.  A 
citation was issued for failing to provide a PFD. 

▪ COs Colton Gelinas, Mark Zitnik, Cole VanOosten, and CPL Kevin Postma coordinated with the Luce County Sherriff 
Department and the Michigan State Police Aviation unit in locating and extracting a fisherman who had failed to return after 
a trout fishing trip.  The man was able to start a fire and spend a night before being located by the helicopter. The COs were 
able to reach the man approximately three quarters of a mile off the river and provided him with food and water. The man 
was weak and dehydrated. Officers assisted the man to an area where the helicopter could land, and he was transported to 
Helen Newberry Joy Hospital for medical evaluation. 

▪ CO Mike Olesen was on patrol in Chippewa County when he received a complaint of an individual burning debris that was 
producing black smoke and a foul odor.  CO Olesen patrolled to the area of the complaint and located the fire.  CO Olesen 
observed household debris being burnt along with brush.  The property owner was contacted regarding the burning and 
notified that there was currently a burn ban in affect for Chippewa County.  The property owner was cited for burning during 
a burn ban, along with burning of household debris.  The property owner was instructed to put the fire out. 

 
▪ CO Mike Olesen was on an ORV patrol in Chippewa County when he observed 3 ORVs operating on a state highway.  CO 

Olesen conducted a traffic stop of the ORVs.  The violation of operating an ORV on a state highway was addressed along with 
improper placement of ORV license. The lead operator was cited for operating an ORV on a state highway and verbal 
warnings were given for the improper display violation.  

▪ CO Steve Butzin while patrolling Little Bay De Noc checking walleye fishermen encountered several violations for undersized 
walleye, expired boat registrations, and individuals failing to provide a personal flotation device. Several citations were 
issued.  

▪ COs Steve Butzin and Andrea Dani were doing follow-ups from the previous deer season when they discovered several 
violations. One individual was found to have taken an over a limit of bucks, these bucks included a 10-point, and two 8-
points. If convicted this individual could face restitution to the state of over $9000. A report has been submitted with the 
Delta County Prosecutors Office pending charges.  

▪ CO Michael Evink conducted a patrol of Indian Lake using his issued Sea Doo. Some boats were catching a few walleye. No 
tickets issued.  
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▪ CO Andrea Dani received a report of a fire in Onota Township.  DNR Fire was on scene and requesting an officer.  CO Dani 
made contact with the persons responsible for the property.  The two men were hired to clear the property of trees.  One 
admitted he had lit the fire, and then left the other man in charge of the fire as he left the area.  The wind picked up and 
began to spread the fire of the debris into the wood line.  Both men knew that burning was not permitted in the UP that day, 
and admitted they had both seen the warnings on TV and knew how to use the Michigan.gov/burn permit website.  The man 
who lit the fire was issued a citation for burning flammable materials on or adjacent to forest lands without a permit and 
liability for suppression costs. 

▪ CO Andrea Dani was on patrol in Trenary when she observed a 3-wheeler operating on the shoulder of M-67.  There were 
two people on the 3-wheeler, neither of which were wearing a helmet.  CO Dani initiated a traffic stop.  The operator of the 
3-wheeler was issued a citation for not having a helmet or eye protection, and given warnings for operating on a public 
highway, riding double on an ORV, and failing to license the ORV.  

▪ CO Andrea Dani received a call from Gwinn DNR Fire stating the fire plane had seen a brush fire northwest of Trenary and 
advised there were no burn permits issued that day due to high fire danger.  CO Dani made contact with the property owner, 
who was clearing the property of trees to establish a greenhouse, and then lit two of the piles of fallen trees on fire.  The fire 
had not spread prior to CO Dani’s arrival, and the property owner was eventually able to get the fires out with a garden hose 
without the use of the fire department.  The property owner was issued a citation for burning flammable materials on or 
adjacent to forest lands without a permit.  

▪ CO Robert Freeborn was on routine patrol checking walleye fisherman when he checked a boat that stated they had a good 
morning so far. When asked what they had for fish they stated they had 4 nice walleyes. CO Freeborn checked their live well 
and immediately noticed a walleye that appeared to be short. After measuring the walleye, it was determined that it was 
quite a bit shorter than the 15” legal length. A citation was issued for the short walleye. 

▪ CO Robert Freeborn assisted Manistique Public Safety with an assault where the suspects fled in a pickup truck. CO Freeborn 
was in the area and located the suspected vehicle traveling on side streets. After stopping the vehicle, it was determined that 
they were involved in the altercation. The suspects were turned over to public safety officers who took the original complaint 
on the case. 

▪ CO Robert Freeborn and Cpl. Mike Hammill patrolled Big Bay De Noc during weekend of bass opener. The COs checked 
several boats who had success. While checking a boat for marine safety equipment, it was determined that they were short 2 
PFD’s for the number of people on the boat. The owner of the boat was issued a citation for failing to provide PFD’s for 
everyone on board. 

▪ CO Robert Freeborn and Cpl. Mike Hammill were checking bass fisherman when they came across a boat that appeared to 
have just caught a fish. While talking with the subjects it was determined one of the fishermen was from Wisconsin and 
provided a Wisconsin fishing license. The COs explained that he needed a Michigan fishing license in Michigan waters. The 
fisherman stated that he was in the boundary waters and didn’t need one. The fisherman was advised that Big Bay De Noc 
was not a boundary water, and he was well over an hour away from the Wisconsin border and that he needed a MI fishing 
license. An RSS check showed that he had purchased MI fishing licenses in the past. A citation was issued for fishing without a 
license. 

▪ CO Andrea Dani and CO Mark Zitnik were launching their patrol boat on Lake Superior early one Saturday morning when 
dispatch informed them of a complaint of a camper camping in a boat launch parking lot and had a verbal argument with an 
angler launching his boat. The COs responded and assisted Sgt. Shelia Peters from the Alger County Sheriff’s Department. The 
camper was advised she cannot camp at a boat launch parking lot. Statements were taken and the camper left the area. 

▪ COs Andrea Dani and Mark Zitnik were checking anglers during the Munising Salmon derby when they observed one vessel 
with three occupants and 10 lines. The COs addressed the issue but were informed one of the anglers had a tribal subsistent 
card. The COs contacted the officials for the derby and informed them of the situation. The officials advised this was a 
violation of the derby’s rules. The anglers were later disqualified for too many lines.  
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