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Lake Superior Citizens Fisheries Advisory Committee Meeting  
Chocolay Township Fire Hall Training Room 

April 4, 2019 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Committee members and Attendees: 
Attendees for the April 4, 2019 meeting are identified on Attachment #1 
 
Agenda: 
See Attachment #2. 
 
Minutes  
These minutes LSCFAC will be posted on the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) website (http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79137_79763_79903_84849---
,00.html ). 
 
 Committee Business:  
Minutes from last year’s (April 2018) meeting were approved as written. 

 
 Committee requested topics 

o Lake Trout bag limits: Isle Royale; Stannard Rock/Big Reef (review December 
2018 meeting minutes) 

Minutes from the December 2018  meeting were discussed and approved. Further discussions 
ensued including how to keep making progress on this issue prior to deciding if, when, and how 
to bring it forward. Specifically, as outlined during the December meeting, there is a recognized 
need to gather more information on 1) angler effort and harvest “trigger” levels; 2) potential  for 
self reporting &/or use of satellites/cameras to measure effort; 3) ways to develop education & 
outreach on this issue; and 4) the best way to delineate common sense, enforceable boundaries. A 
volunteer subcommittee consisting of Travis White, John Highlen, and Mike Verhamme will 
investigate further and report back at the next full committee meeting. 
 

o Lake Trout satellite tag results 
Shawn Sitar presented a summary of current results from the Lake Trout Pop Up Satellite Tag 
PSATs) work in Lake Superior. He illustrated some of the challenges of retrieving the tags after 
they detach from the fish. So far 74 of 120 tags have been recovered. Data help understanding of 
how the different Lake Trout forms (lean, siscowet, and red fin) orient diurnally, nocturnally, and 
seasonally with regard to water temperature and depth. LSCFAC members were very appreciative 
of the presentation and will be interested to learn of any additional results as they occur. 
 

o Steelhead stocking in the UP 
There will be an increase in Steelhead production coming following completion of capital 
investments at Thompson State Fish Hatchery. Cory Kovacs pulled together a summary showing 
numbers of Steelhead stocked in the Lake Superior basin 2016-2018 with prescribed stocking for 
2019. Stocking was broken down into numbers for Fall Fingerlings and Yearlings. There has been 
an increase in both categories in recent years. 
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 Updates: 
o Law Enforcement Division 

 New officers; 2018 in review 
Cpl. Marv Gerlach, with support from Officer Brett Delonge in the audience, described the 
historical staffing levels for the Great Lakes Enforcement Unit which currently consists of two 
Unit Supervisors, six CO Specialists, and two Investigators. Three additional Inspector positions 
will be filled in 2019. The unit has responsibilities for maritime security, commercial fishing 
enforcement (including bait and wholesale), coastal zone management, interagency relationships 
& cooperation, and homeland security. They also deal with aquatic invasive species (AIS), the 
Council of Great Lakes Governors and Premiers, training & education, tribal issues, electronic 
reporting. Statistics regarding cases dealt with in 2018 were presented as well as an update on the 
2012 “Operation Fishing For Funds” which by necessity has had to move slowly but which to date 
has resulted in 21 convictions and ~$1.6M in restitution. The unit’s 30’ Pacific V2800 patrol boat 
(not yet named) and their Videoray Pro 4 underwater camera are used for net inspections, 
shipwreck documentation, search & recovery, homeland security, and evidence retrieval. This 
presentation was of great interest to the LSCFAC. 
 

o Fisheries Division 
 What’s new in 2019; What’s proposed for 2020 

Handout materials provided prior to the meeting (creel survey summary 2009-2018; state 
commercial fishing statistics 2009-2018; stocking prescriptions for 2019; Lake Superior trout & 
salmon fishery statistics over the last 30 years) were discussed and questions were answered. Sport 
fishing regulation changes for 2019 were summarized: 

Yellow Perch: 25-fish bag limit 
Fishing Tournament Registration: Walleye & Musky added to Bass 
L. Huron Lake Trout Mgt Unit MH-1: LAT/SPL – 2 fish bag 
Drowned River Mouth (Type F): Drop-shotting allowed 
Inland Trout & Salmon: Classification changes 
Scented Materials & Hooks: Changes 
Smelt Regs Gear: Unlimited hook provision removed 

 
Notice was given to have committee member alert their groups and fellow anglers about the new 
law requiring boaters to “Clean, Drain, Dry, Dispose” (i.e., 1) remove all drain plugs from bilges, 
ballast tanks and live wells; 2) drain all water from any live wells and bilges; 3) ensure all 
watercraft, trailers, and vehicles are free of aquatic organisms, including plants). Anglers are 
reminded of their ongoing responsibility regarding release of baitfish, collection and use of baitfish 
and cut bait, and release of captured fish. 
 
Potential fishing regulations proposed for 2020 were presented and the committee was asked to 
convey their opinion by voting on each of them. The voting results, with many abstentions, are 
shown after each of the proposed changes listed below: 

Yellow Perch: 5 fish over 12” (Lk. Gogebic reg) – 1 for / 2 against  
Inland Trout Season Expansion: Type A & Type D lakes – 6 for / 2 against 
Coregonid Combination Reg: Whitefish/Cisco/Menominee – 6 for / 1 against 

 



3 
 

Note: it was suggested that more advance notice be given for issues requiring committee to vote. 
This would enable members to consult with their groups prior to coming to the meeting so voting 
would better represent their groups’ opinions. 
 
The committee was advised about two upcoming events that may be of interest: Forest for Fish 
Forum highlighting the Lake Superior food web (April 16th in Ishpeming) and the 2019 Lake 
Superior Fisheries Workshop, organized by MDNR and Michigan Sea Grant, scheduled for April 
29th in Houghton. Agendas for both meetings were distributed. 
 
 Great Lakes Fishery Commission meeting highlights 
Several people in the room had attended the Great Lakes Fishery Commission meetings in 
Ypsilanti the previous week. A few of the topics that stood out from the Lake Superior Committee 
meeting included: investigations by a Wisconsin grad student about potential impacts (e.g., 
introgressions, competition) of Splake on Lake Trout and Brook Trout; historically high lamprey 
abundance estimated in Lake Superior in 2018; a slight uptick in prey fish abundance estimates 
(comparable to levels in the 1970s); progress in understanding Cisco recruitment related to January 
ice cover and July water temperatures; ongoing work to protect and restore Buffalo Reef; and 
documentation of numerous pharmaceuticals (particularly ones containing hormones and anti-
biotics) showing up in water, fish, and soil samples. 
 
 Advisor roundtable reports 
o Rodney Markham - Isle Royale Boaters Association (IRBA): Isle Royale Park will be 

replacing the Siscowet Bay dock this summer. Five more docks are scheduled to be replaced 
in the future. 

o Duncan Price - Fisher Price Charter: Provided his informed and expert opinion that the Lake 
Trout fishery at Stannard Rock is down from what it used to be due to increased angler effort. 

o Travis White – Keweenaw Charters: Charter fishing was up on the Keweenaw in 2018, along 
with tourism in general. Advance bookings for 2019 look to be up as well. Last year Splake 
fishing was OK, Lake Trout & Brown Trout were great, Steelhead & Coho were down. Ice 
fishing on the bay has been good this past winter. The recent resurgence of Smelt is seen to 
be a big factor (seeing a lot in stomachs) – the 2-gallon limit on Smelt seems to be helping. 

o Mike Verhamme - Upper Peninsula Sportsmen’s Alliance (UPSA): Last year spring fishing 
in Munising Bay and Grand Marais was phenomenal. Fishing has been spotty this spring so 
far, mostly catching Lake Trout. 

o Dave Westerberg - (UPSA): Looking forward to fishing on Lake Superior this year (didn’t get 
up here last year). Hopes to be able to do more cormorant control. 

o John Highlen - Fred Waara Trout Unlimited: Chapter has been highly engaged with Education 
& Outreach efforts with the general public and extending more and more outside the 
Marquette area. 

o George Madison – Michigan DNR Fisheries Division, Baraga: Recounted witnessing the bold 
ignorance of anglers making transfers of 2-gallons of Smelt within sight of COs. 

o Cory Kovacs – MDNR Fish., Newberry: Highlighted the east UP’s change in Brook Trout 
prescriptions from Fall Fingerlings to Yearlings which should result in better survival and 
returns. 

o Marv Gerlach – MDNR Law Division: Encouraged anglers reporting abandoned or unmarked 
nets to mark them somehow or at least record GPS coordinates. 
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o Brett Delonge - MDNR Law Division: Reminded anglers they are helpful serving as the eyes 
and ears of law enforcement officers. He is happy to pull ghost nets whenever they’re found. 

o George Lindquist - Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC): Informed group of the 
MUCC report on impacts of hunting and fishing funded through a grant from Michigan State 
University. As far as upcoming future resolutions that will be up for debate and vote at the 
upcoming MUCC convention, look for endorsements for unlimited rods, support for a 
commercial fish statute update, increased commercial license fees, and something on PFAs. 
George also mentioned MUCC’s effort to get Tracks outdoor magazine to 5th graders across 
the state. 

o Larry Argall - Central Upper Peninsula Sport Fishing Association (CUPSFA): The group isn’t 
doing much in the way of projects anymore compared to the old days but they’re still doing a 
lot to promote and support kids fishing, getting them interested and keeping them 
participating. 

o Tim Gasperich - Keweenaw Splake Anglers: Splake fishing in Copper Harbor was better this 
past year and fish are still getting caught through the ice. 

o Dave Holsworth – South Shore Fishing Association: Nearshore fishing for Coho and Lake 
Trout was phenomenal last year both in terms of quantity and quality. The group does spring 
river clean ups annually – this year will be Orianna Creek. They also do beach pick ups and 
will be spearheading an effort to set up and maintain garbage cans at ice fishing locations. The 
association’s annual kids’ fishing event at Lakenenland is scheduled for June this year (last 
year ~170 rods were given away to kids). Their annual vets’ fishing event is August 24th this 
year – they expect applications from 300 vets and invite more boats to participate to 
accommodate the growing interest and participation. South Shore also sponsors a fishing 
tournament each fall. 

o Ed Baker – MDNR Fish. Marquette Research: Work this field season will include the normal 
spring and summer Lake Trout surveys, acoustic tag work on Isle Royale, a survey at Big 
Reef, assistance putting acoustic tags on Lake Trout and Whitefish at Buffalo Reef, and 
nearshore surveys. 

 
 Next meetings: 

 October 17, 2019 (if desired/needed) 
 April 2, 2020 
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Attachment 1 
 

Committee meeting attendees  
 

LSCFAC meeting attendees April 4, 2019 
Name Organization 
Larry Argall Central Upper Peninsula Sportfishing Association 
Ed Baker MDNR Fisheries 
Brett Delonge MDNR Law Enforcement 
Tim Gasperich Keweenaw Splake Anglers 
Marvin Gerlach MDNR Law Enforcement 
David Holsworth South Shore Fishing Association 
John Highlen Fred Waara Chapter Trout Unlimited 
Cory Kovacs MDNR Fisheries 
George Lindquist Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
George Madison MDNR Fisheries 
Rod Markham Isle Royale Boaters Association 
Duncan Price Fisher Price Charters 
Shawn Sitar MDNR Fisheries 
Phil Schneeberger MDNR Fisheries 
Dale Throenle Chocolay Township / 4-H Fishing 
Mike Verhamme Upper Peninsula Sportsman's Alliance 
Dave Westerberg Upper Peninsula Sportsman's Alliance 
Travis White Keweenaw Charters 
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Attachment 2 
Meeting agenda 

 

 


