Forest Management Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes
April 5, 2023

Roll Call

Present for the Forest Management Advisory Committee
Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club

Gary Melow, Chair, Michigan Biomass

Kristina Kennedy, Michigan United Conservation Clubs

Rich Kobe, Vice Chair, Michigan State University

Kenny Wawsczyk, North Country Trail Association

Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association

Advisors Present for the Forest Management Advisory Committee
Andy Henriksen, United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Present for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Jeff Stampfly, State Forester & Chief, Forest Resources Division (FRD)
Kim Korbecki, Executive Assistant, FRD

Welcome — Gary Melow, Chair
Chair Gary Melow welcomed all in attendance at the April 5, 2023 Forest Management Advisory Committee
(FMAC) meeting, and called the meeting to order at 1:09 p.m.

Adoption of April 5, 2023 Forest Management Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda and January 11,
2023 FMAC Meeting Minutes

Chair Melow presented the April 5, 2023 Forest Management Advisory Committee (FMAC) meeting agenda
and the January 11, 2023 FMAC meeting minutes and asked if there were comments or edits that needed to
be made. There were none.

MOTION: Bill Botti moved to adopt the April 5 FMAC meeting agenda and the January 11 FMAC meeting
minutes. The motion was supported by Paul Jernberg. The motion to adopt the April 5 FMAC meeting agenda
and the January 11 FMAC meeting minutes passed unanimously.

Public Comment
None

State Forester’s Report — Jeff Stampfly, Chief & State Forester, Michigan Department of Natural Resources,
Forest Resources Division

State Forester Jeff Stampfly provided the following update:

1. Jeff attended the Senate Subcommittee meeting for the fiscal year (FY) 2024 budget. The Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) requested $3.7 million and 17 to 22 FTEs for the Forest
Resources Division’s (FRD) Fire Program.

a. The current number of firefighters is less than half of what it was in 2015. Jeff also reported there
have been challenges conducting fitness testing because of Covid constraints on testing facilities.



b. The FRD has been hampered in hiring additional staff for several reasons. Work plans are being
impacted by strained candidate pools. Discussion ensued regarding the hiring issues.
Fire season has started. So far, the DNR has had four fires for 5.1 acres and have conducted nine
prescribed burns for 269 acres. A DNR committee has been formed to review the Department's prescribed
burn program. They are working on scheduling staff to come downstate from the Upper Peninsula to assist
with prescribed burns.
State Forest Management Plan (SFMP)
a. The FRD will be holding an engagement meeting with stakeholders on May 31 (Marquette) and June
1 (RAM Center) to discuss the desired future conditions of the state forest.
b. Most Modeling work is completed, but adjustments continue to occur.
c. They will be holding another round of engagement in August.
Timber Sale Work Plans: The FRD continues to resource the FY24 timber sale work plan and they are
working on getting FY24 resourced. Acres are expected to be around 50,000. Stumpage receipts are
strong.
The Bat Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) is now in effect. The Department has received its incidental take
permit. The HCP allows for other landowners to enroll, but they are still working on the details and waiting
for additional guidance from the US Fish & Wildlife Service. It is possible when the Indiana bat gets listed,
it may change the criteria under which private landowners can enroll.

Action Items/ Follow-up

1.

2.

FMAC membership — An FMAC appointment letter was sent to Mr. Mike Elenz. He has received a letter
of appointment to the FMAC from the MDNR'’s Director and should be attending the July FMAC meeting.
Warren Suchovsky has resigned from the FMAC.

Standing Discussion Items

Communications from the Field, MDNR

1.

2.

3.
4.

Work continues on processing grants for the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and Bi-partisan Infrastructure
Law (BIL).

FRD is working on adding additional Forest Health staff. They are in the process of adding a management
unit for forest health that will fall under its Forest Health and Cooperative Programs Section.

Construction is expected to start on the Newberry Service Center mass timber building this summer.

There are no current updates on Camp Grayling.

FMAC Member Program Updates

Kenny Wawsczyk, North Country Trail Association

1.
2.

3.

There is not much going on with the trail season.

There was a recent timber harvest in the Middleville State Game Area, and they have received a lot of
feedback from that harvest. They protected the trail during the clearcut.

Kenny thinks they need a better form of communication. They are not getting information out to people
well enough in the southern part of the state. They need better messaging to people on why timber sales
take place and what the benefits of the sales are.

Rich Kobe, Michigan State University

1.

The Forestry online master’s program at Michigan State University (MSU) started in the fall. They had a
good number of people enrolled. They are reaching out to Jeff Stampfly and Andy Henriksen to notify them
that if there are people that are career limited due to no degree in forestry, this may be beneficial for them.
Staffing:
a. Mike Walters has decided to retire. Their top priority is to bring a new person into silviculture. He will
continue his research with the MDNR.
b. Samantha Gailey is working jointly between Forestry and Public Health. She is interested in public
health outcomes to access green space.
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c. MSU is advertising for a new Director for the Forest Climate Program.

3. MSU'’s plan is coming together for a delegation visit to Finland as well as a workshop Rich is leading. He
commented on how good Finland does with forestry work. There are a lot of lessons that Michigan could
apply to its program and collaborate with Finland on. There will be about 12 different topics they will be
discussing.

Andy Henriksen, United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service

1. The Conservation Service is currently focusing on the Inflation Reduction Act and trying to figure out what
to do with that. Their program will pretty much remain the same.

2. There has been a modest increase in their two main programs; equipment and PFC.

3. They are currently taking applications.

Kristina Kennedy, Michigan United Conservation Clubs

1. The Michigan United Conservation Clubs’ (MUCC) annual convention was last week. The next convention
will be March 8-10.

2. Habitat — The ‘On the Ground Program’ will be holding nine events in the next two months.

3. MUCC has done native plug planting in the Huron-Manistee National Forest.

4. They are still doing outreach with the White Oak Initiative.

Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association
The MFA has 40 acres in Clare County near Harrison. They have had a timber sale going on for about a
month. The cutting is done but the wood is laying on the landing waiting for the roads to dry up.

Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club

1. The 2023 snowmobile season is done. It was hit or miss depending on the location in the state. They
would normally groom 12,000 miles; this year they only did 4,000 miles.

2. They are meeting with the Forest Service and the MDNR in Baldwin. They are aware of the damage that
has occurred there. The Parks & Recreation Division of the MDNR has a miniature road grader on order to
do some work. They also want to do a lot of Good Neighbor Authority work.

Kathleen Lavey, MDNR-FRD

Kathleen and Rachel Coale, Communication Reps, FRD, are working on new materials for a sustainable
forestry campaign. They will share the materials with the FMAC once they are ready to be shared. Itis still in
the construction stages.

Gary Melow, Michigan Biomass

Last week Gary sat in on a Producer’'s meeting. There were about 40 loggers at the meeting. They brought up
very specific issues. Gary took away from the meeting that labor, equipment, and capacity are big problems.

If there aren’t enough people or equipment, it won’t work. This is impacting everything. He wanted the FMAC
to be aware of this issue. It is post-Covid and social change, and it will take a while to get it all worked out.

Adjournment
Chair Melow adjourned the April 5, 2023 FMAC meeting at 2:10 p.m.

Next Meeting Date

Meeting Date: July 12, 2023

Location: Gary will be discussing with Jeff Stampfly the possibility of taking a field trip of some sort, so the
location is still to be determined.

Future Agenda ltems
1. Discuss how to get the message regarding timber sales out to the general public. Find a way to explain
better to the public the benefits of timber sales.
2. Tentative Sustainable Forestry — Kathleen Lavey, MDNR
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