
 

 

  Forest Management Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
January 11, 2023 

 
Roll Call 
 
Present for the Forest Management Advisory Committee  
Kristina Kennedy, Michigan United Conservation Clubs of Michigan  
Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association 
Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club 
Gary Melow, Michigan Biomass 
Kenny Wawsczyk, North Country Trail Association 
Rich Kobe, Michigan State University 
Andrew Storer, Michigan Technological University  
 
Advisors Present for the Forest Management Advisory Committee 
Andy Henriksen, United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation District 
James Simino, United States Forest Service, Huron-Manistee 
 
Present for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Jason Stephens, Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Forest Resources Division 
(FRD) 
Kathleen Lavey, MDNR-FRD 
Kim Korbecki, MDNR-FRD 
 

Welcome – Gary Melow, Chair 
Chair Melow welcomed everyone in attendance, both in person and virtually, to the January 11, 2023 
Forest Management Advisory Committee (FMAC) meeting and thanked them for their time.  
 
Adoption of January 11, 2023 Forest Management Advisory Committee (FMAC) Meeting Agenda 
and October 12, 2022 FMAC Meeting Minutes 
Paul Jernberg motioned to approve the January 11, 2023 FMAC meeting agenda and the October 12 
FMAC meeting minutes; seconded by Bill Botti.  Chair Melow asked for discussion, amendments, or 
revisions; there were none.  The January 11, 2023 meeting agenda and the October 12, 2022 FMAC 
meeting minutes were adopted unanimously.   

 
Public Comment 
None 

 
State Forester’s Report – Jason Stephens, Assistant Chief, Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, Forest Resources Division, on behalf of the Jeff Stampfly 
1. Legislative Updates - Jason commented that none of the legislative updates provided to the FMAC 

addressed Forest Resources Division (FRD) concerns. There was no further discussion.  
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2. The FRD has wrapped up its 2022 wildfires.  
a. There were 3,415 acres burned statewide with 229 fires noted for the year.  By comparison 

to 2021, it was 1,000 acres more with 272 fires last year.  Jason reported there was a large 
fire last year in Montmorency County called the Blue Lake Fire, that accounted for more 
than half of those acres.  

b. Prescribed fire had an improved year in accomplishments.  The FRD completed just under 
6,200 acres of prescribed burns for 73 individual fires.  

c. The FRD sent staff out of state on wildfires last year.  There were over 60 out of state 
assignments located in numerous areas.  In March and April, they sent staff to Texas in 
winter and early spring.  They helped western efforts and accomplished training of FRD 
staff.  

3. Harvest numbers – the FRD prepared 50,186 acres for sale.  Almost 6,000 acres were under the 
Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) with just shy of 1,300 acres on state game lands, for a total of 
57,524 total acres.  They expect fiscal year 2023 to be around the same.  

a. The GNA acres will be a bit higher for 2023.  Total numbers are not yet available.  Many are 
acres that have been challenging to gain access to.  They are hoping to access M-28’s 
railroad tracks on the Seney stretch.  Land surveys have assisted in the effort to gain 
access.   

b. Jason reported over the last decade FRD has been ramping up its planting.  This year they 
are moving toward record numbers. 

c. Removal of residuals and prepping sites for replanting – sales specifications, sales that 
were returned, costs, etc.  Jason reported they haven’t heard from producers with concerns 
about chipping.  Where they asked for it to be done it hasn’t been as much of a burden.  Site 
preparation strategies have been adequately able to deal with slash onsite.   

 
Action Items/ Follow-up  
Adoption of FMAC Chair and Vice Chair (4-year terms) 
Chair Melow opened the floor for discussion and nominations for Chair and Vice Chair of the FMAC.  It 
was asked if Gary would be willing to continue as Chair for four more years; he responded that he was 
willing.  
 
Motion: Andrew Storer nominated Gary as Chair for four more years; seconded by Rich Kobe.  Gary 
opened the floor for further discussion; there was none.  The nomination of Gary Melow for Chair of the 
FMAC for four years was adopted unanimously.  
 
Motion: Rich Kobe volunteered himself for Vice Chair; seconded by Andrew Storer.  Gary opened the 
floor for discussion; there was none.  The nomination of Rich Kobe for Vice Chair for four years was 
adopted unanimously. 

 
Standing Discussion Items 
Communications from the Field, MDNR 
Status of federal funding opportunities within FRD – summary of where they are at:  The Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) is going to target about $49.3 million spread across the three program areas: 
Urban & Community Forestry, private land assistance, Forest Health, and Fire programs.  The FRD will 
need to add staff capacity to get funds dispersed and to meet its objectives.  The FRD will receive 
funds in 2023 but it is slow to move right now.  They are gearing up to accomplish good work with their 
partners.  

 
Private lands ideas:  

a. The IRA has competitive grants nationwide for $450 million which is the national pot of money.  
The FRD is still waiting on more information on these grants.  
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b. Portable bridges for private lands – the goal is to make these available to folks to increase land 
access.  There will be $49.3 million available over the course of 5 years.  

c. Forest Health – there has been a finding of Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (HWA) on the north side of 
Hamlin Lake in Ludington.  The FRD forest health staff are working through the process to 
conduct treatments for HWA.  Because it is on private lands, the 800-foot buffer ends up on 
national lands, so they are working to get the proper approvals in place.  

d. Timber Harvest Numbers – covered under “State Forester’s Report”.  
 
FMAC Member Program Updates 
Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association 
The Michigan Forest Association (MFA) showed timber from one of its properties.  They were gifted 
land by the Fred Prince’s Organization, “Forest for the Future”.  There is one in Clare County, and they 
have established management plans on all of them.  It was written by Martell Forestry and is a mixture 
of red oak and aspen.  They will be doing some management of aspen and red oak.  
 
Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club 
The motorized trail report for the snowmobile season started with a bang and ended in a hurry.  
Conditions: the roads are deteriorating rapidly.  The amount of destruction is happening quickly 
especially where forest roads are built in soft areas.  This is happening because there is no law 
enforcement to manage speed limits, especially in the national forests.  Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources’ monies for off-road vehicles (ORVs) are no longer available to work on Forest Service 
roads.  Paul’s MDNR Forest Service representative and others got permission to use their own dozer 
and trained others to use that machine to try to keep their trails serviced.  Paul predicts in a few years 
the amount of time and money to rebuild the roads won’t be sustainable.  

a. Gary asked what the FMAC could do to help resolve the issue.  Paul stated the MDNR was 
more proactive in assisting than the Forest Service has been.  A conservation officer showed up 
to work on the trail; Paul hasn’t seen a Forest Service Officer on the trails in the last 12 months.  
Regardless of the posted speed limit, riders are blowing by at 50 mph.  Paul complimented the 
various MDNR staff for helping on these trails.  James Simino responded the Forest Service 
didn’t have staff to address these concerns and went on to discuss what law enforcement did to 
assist.  

 
Rich Kobe, Michigan State University (MSU) 
1. Michigan State University had a record number of new forestry students.  There are forty plus 

coming into the bachelor’s program.  
2. MSU has been working with a broader collaborative between Michigan, Maine, and Finland.  There 

will be a delegation going to visit Finland May 22-25, 2023.  At the end of that visit Rich is 
organizing a workshop based on biomass products for climate change solutions.  They will be 
putting out a call for proposals to participate in the workshop.  It’s ready to go; he’s just waiting for 
the okay for Business-Finland.  Rich is hoping it will result in collaboration.  Finland is doing 
innovative things, i.e., developing lignin-based batteries; they clear the lignin out of wood.  There 
are some exciting things happening and great potential for collaboration.  

 
Kristina Kennedy, Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) 
1. On the Ground Habitat Improvement – MUCC is navigating steep cuts to the program.  It was 

reduced by 50 percent, so they are still working on what that means moving forward.  
2. In February they will hold Habitat Day at Rose Lake State Game Area.  The Wood Duck and MUCC 

annual conventions are March 24-26 in Mt. Pleasant. 
3. They hired a new Camp Director that started last week.  They also have a new Policy Intern and 

AmeriCorps member starting next week.  
 
 



 

Page 4 

Ben Schram, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
1. Qualified Forest Program – there are two tax incentive programs.  The deadline to apply is 

September 1.  They added 45,000 acres to the program this year, for a total of 850,000 acres 
enrolled.  They are shooting for 2.5 million acres which will enhance funding.  

2. They now have 19 Conservation District Foresters across the state.   
3. They are looking for ways to use IRA funds.  
 
Andrew Storer, Michigan Technological University, College of Forest Resources and 
Environmental Science 
1. Students returned to classes last Monday.  They had an internal program rollout for staff yesterday 

and today.  They are getting everyone geared up for the rollout.  They have a full time Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program Coordinator for a grants program that works within individual 
entities.  

2. Career Fair was held in November.  They conducted in-person recruiting and had information 
booths for students.  

3. There are ongoing harvests on college lands.  There are 220 acres of northern hardwoods that was 
started previously.  There is also a harvest in the north that is ongoing.  The university didn’t 
support the request for an off-road vehicle in the area that would traverse some of those lands.  

4. The Omnibus bill included a modest increase in funding.  Any sort of increase is good. 
5. The Nature Conservancy completed the purchase of 32,000 acres on the Keweenaw Peninsula.  

They will be assisting with management planning.  
6. They are looking forward to having great attendance at the Society of American Foresters meeting 

at Grayling College.  
7. They still have an interim Dean and Andrew continues to serve in an interim capacity as well.  They 

also  have a new Outreach Coordinator & Grazing Land Specialist.  
 
Kenny Wawsczyk, North Country Trail Association (NCT) 

1. The NCT is having a slow season but are planning and strategizing for the coming year.  
2. They now have twelve total chapters.  They will be meeting with all in both the lower and upper 

peninsulas.  
3. They will be meeting with land managers to discuss strategies.  

 
James Siminio, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service, Huron-Manistee 

1. Fiscal year 2022 targets and changes in FY23.  Last year they sold 86 billion board feet with the 
help of the MDNR and GNA.  They were one million board feet short of their target.  

2. Last year was not a good year.  It was the first year after the escaped fire in Brittle. 
3. They will be ready in the spring to go forth.  Typically, they harvest 20 to 25,000 acres.  They 

need to work through the process to accomplish the parameters they are given.    
4. They are part of a zone budget, so they are working across the region.  
5. Staffing: hired a Deputy Forest Supervisor.  They still have some key vacancies in their Forestry 

Program.  They are sitting good around timber staff.  
a. They will be trying out walk-ins interested in working on fire.  They will also be setting up 

events around Michigan for recruitment.  They have worked in Forestry Tech positions 
that may be able to manage events where they can hire onsite.   

b. They received  funds from the bill funding in 2022.  This will help bolster some land 
survey work and to set up work in the future.  

6.  They are working on EA on the Kirtland’s Warbler habitat.  The NREPA process should be 
starting soon.  
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Kathleen Lavey, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Forest Resources Division 
They will be working on updating media for a public information campaign.  She will be able to share 
more with the FMAC by summer.  
 
Gary Melow, Michigan Biomass 
Gary reported that not much has changed.  There has been some change in the language to include 
biomass being a source of renewable energy.  The Renewable Fuel Standard has been expanded to 
include biomass fuels.  

 
Michigan Timber and Forest Products Advisory Council (MTFPAC) Update – Gary Melow 
Gary reported the MTFPAC is regrouping in the new year.  They met in December and will continue to 
monitor the data dashboard.  They are looking at modification of its membership, i.e., the furniture 
industry.  
 
Adjournment 
Gary adjourned the January 11, 2023 FMAC meeting at 2:42 p.m.  

 
Next Meeting Date  
Meeting Date: April 12, 2023 
Location: Michigan United Conservation Club, 2101 Wood Street, Lansing 

 
Future Agenda Items – None 

 


