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FMAC MEETING NOTES (adopted) 

July 17, 2024 
 
 
Members Present for the Forest Management Advisory Committee 
Sarah Scheitz, Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
Mike Elenz, Michigan Association of Timbermen 
Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association 
Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club 
Gary Melow, Chair, Michigan Biomass 
Rich Kobe, Vice Chair, Michigan State University  
Kenny Wawsczyk, North Country Trails Association 
 
Members Present for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Jeff Stampfly, Chief & State Forester, Forest Resources Division (FRD) 
Kim Korbecki, FRD 
 
Welcome 
Chair Gary Melow welcomed all to the July 17, 2024 Forest Management Advisory Committee (FMAC) 
meeting, and called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. 
 
FMAC Business 

• Adoption of July 17 Agenda 
No discussion 

• Adoption of April 17 Meeting Minutes 
No discussion  
 

Motion: Paul Jernberg moved to adopt the July 17 FMAC meeting agenda and April 17 FMAC meeting 
minutes; supported by Bill Botti. The July 17 FMAC meeting agenda and April 17 FMAC meeting 
minutes were both adopted unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Tim Miller had requested joining the meeting to discuss the condition of land after logging operations, 
but he ended up not attending, so no discussion took place.   
 
STATE FORESTER’S REPORT – Jeff Stampfly, State Forester, MDNR 
1. The Northeast-Midwest (NEMW) State Foresters Alliance met last week in Bartlett, New Hampshire.  

a. The states discussed what is going on in their states.  
▪ Jeff commented it was interesting to hear the similarities between the states. Many have 

the same challenges.  
▪ Many discussed the placing of solar on public land and that they are getting questions 

about it.  
▪ There is a lot of pressure to place solar on public land across the country. With states like 

Maine where the majority of forests are state forests, they discussed how to put solar in 
somewhere other than on state land.    

b. Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) & Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) funding – Michigan and a 
few other states have done quite well with this funding. They are starting to discuss what 
has been accomplished. The Michigan Community Forest Program has done a lot of work.  

c. Western fire is on planning level (PL) 4; they expect it to get to PL5 yet this year.  
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▪ The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Forest Resources Division 
(FRD) have had some resources go out of state. They partnered with the United States 
Forest Service (USFS) and sent a hand crew.  

▪ They are now discussing sending out engines as well. The activity has really picked up.  
▪ When they hit PL4 & 5, the FRD starts trying to free staff up to go. If that happens, things 

won’t be getting done in-state, so they are currently discussing how to accomplish those 
things. 

▪ For staff to be assigned to an out of state fire crew they must pass a fitness test and have 
supervisor approval up the line. The majority of staff that go are foresters.   

d. The Northern Research Station for the USFS talked about what’s going on a Forest 
Inventory &  
Analysis (FIA).  
▪ There was some talk about funding.  
▪ They have done some work on biochar.  
▪ They have lost 50% of their research capability in wood products.  
▪ They have a process to make a board from biochar that is somewhat bullet proof. They 

are also working on stuff with linden trees.  
▪ They have talked about carbon in the past, but the talk was more about solar this time.  

2. Fires: 155 for 1800 acres, with 91 prescribed burns for 9700 acres.   
3. Timber sale numbers: prescription in 2022 – 50,000 acres not counting Good Neighbor Authority 

(GNA) or state game areas. They are running 30-40% no bid; downstate is almost back to normal; 
they are not sure they’ll meet 50,000 acres this year.   

a. As a result of an audit, they had to take another look at natural pine management. They 
didn’t like the way FRD was going to regenerate them. Jeff discussed the MDNR’s method 
used to regenerate.  

4. Signing of pesticide application is an issue. A suggestion was made that the FRD signs it folks will 
know what’s going on. When they apply herbicide, it’s always done by a certified applicator and has 
gone through the Department of Environment, Great Lakes & Energy (EGLE), but when it’s done 
everything looks bad.  The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) 
requires the MDNR to sign the roads. They put a QR code on the signs that aren’t site specific but 
opens up a web page saying why they may have done what they did there. It also gives a number 
to call if there are questions.   

a. Kathleen Lavey mentioned they added chemical use to the Forest Management webpage 
that has a FAQ sheet and an email address for additional information, plus it has an input 
page for folks to submit comments. That resulted in a reduction of phone calls.  

b. Mike Elenz suggested using a similar signing on timber sales and clearcuts.  
c. Gary Melow asked if they could track usage of the QR data. The response was ‘yes’. Gary 

suggested they could use signing method in a number of different areas as well. Kathleen 
responded they can and will monitor it.   

5. Hiring has been ongoing. The Program Services Section (PSS) has only two folks in the same 
position.  Forestry and Fire staff have done a lot of hiring. A lot of folks have moved to where they 
wanted to be, so FRD has advertised many of those positions. Jeff thinks most folks are now settled 
so they are now adding new folks rather than moving folks around. 

a. There are still 20-25 vacancies. They have been gaining in both Foresters and fire positions 
as well.  It is not as much of a worker’s market as it was 6 or 12 months ago.  

b. They have increased their outreach, i.e. colleges, job fairs, etc.  
6. State Forest Management Plan (SFMP) – They are submitting it to the Natural Resources 

Commission (NRC) on December 12 for review and in January for approval. Public stakeholder 
meetings are September 9, 10 & 12, and release to the public is planned for September 2. They are 
reworking the model from the revisions they put into it.   
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ACTION ITEMS/FOLLOW UP 
None 
 
STANDING DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Communications from the field 
1. There was a bridge they had to close in WUP that was unsafe to drive on. They received a 

complaint.  There is a way around it up by Foster City. It will be an expensive fix. They used to be 
able to fix those with Fire Officers; now they have to be contracted out.   

2. They are working on the 2026 budget cycle.  
3. The DNR is working towards the Governor’s priorities.  
 
Timber Harvest Numbers 
1. Billerud is pulling back on its conversion; they will be doing something, but the MDNR is not sure 

what.  
2. Timber sale extensions are still out there. One person is getting out of the business, and he has 11 

timber sales FRD is going to have to figure out what to do with.  
3. Jagdish Poudel looked at the impact of the way FRD is doing things, and the report will be out 

shortly.  Their normal room to bid is where it should be. They will share this information with the 
FMAC once the report is out.  

 
Public Outreach & Education 
They are continuing with the campaign and are looking forward to doing more advertising in the fall. 
They don’t have numbers from past campaigns so are looking at different ways to approach the 
campaign. They are trying to target a dollar amount and figure out what it will cost to take the campaign 
further north.   
 
FMAC MEMBER PROGRAM UPDATES 
 
Kenny Wawsczyk, North Country Trail Association   
1. They are pretty busy. They have teamed up with a youth conservation crew out of Traverse City. 

They shipped folks up for a 5-day stint doing boardwalks, etc.  
2. NLP – There have been a couple issues with logging, leaving slash on the trail and next to the trail, 

crossing the trail with heavy equipment, etc. They are working directly with the foresters, and they 
are responding quickly.  

3. E-bikes – The MDNR is moving forward with allowing e-bikes on all natural surface trails. There is a 
Land Use Order of the Director (LUOD) going to the NRC that would them to do so. There is a 
stipulation against the bike that you can just sit and ride. There will be a one-year study and if there 
are conflicts the public can bring those forth to the MDNR. Initially, this will only be for Parks & 
Recreation Division (PRD) managed land. Kenny thinks that trails that are on FRD property and 
managed by PRD will be allowed to use e-bikes quickly and it will soon be allowable on all trails.  

4. Their annual celebration will be in St. Ignace the third week of August. It will be a gathering of all 8 
states’ volunteers. 
  

Rich Kobe, Michigan State University 
1. Michigan State University (MSU) has a new Silviculture Professor: David Carter. He is starting 

August 16.  
2. Mike Walters is continuing with his research program for the next 5 or 6 years. 
3. There is a new position to advertise in wood products. They will work with wood-based construction, 

chemicals derived from wood, etc.  
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4. They took a trip to Finland & Sweden and are developing a collaborative relationship. They will have 
student and faculty exchanges. They have interesting wood science work going on and MSU may 
be able to plug the gap here with European partners.  

5. In August, the Midwest Climate Adaptation Center funded by USGS, will be working to help natural 
resource managers adjust to changes in climate. This will be August 13-15.   

6. Student numbers look good. For the first time in 30 years, they’ll have at least 100 students enrolled 
in a forestry major. They will have one of the larger programs in the eastern U.S. 

7. The Professional Master’s Program has approximately 25-30 new students. Total enrollment is 
around 45.  Some have applied for MDNR jobs.   

8. Mass timber building – they now have a program called Mass Timber at MSU that outreaches a lot 
to others, including giving tours. They are interfacing a lot with the downstream consumers of wood. 
They’ll continue to do that work. They also have research and education.  
 

Sarah Scheitz, Michigan United Conservation Clubs  
1. Michigan United Conservation Club (MUCC) are busy with the “On-the-Ground” Program.   
2. The MUCC is holding three or four tree planting events, one with 100 + students from the Detroit 

area and one in Luce County.  
3. They are doing their annual jack pine planting in Grayling.  
4. There will be two more tree plantings in September.  
5. Outreach and Education – MUCC does blog posts on forest pests and clear cutting, etc.  

 
Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association 
1. Bill reported he has a new email address: bottiwilliam1@gmail.com.  
2. The Michigan Forest Association annual meeting will be September 13 & 14 in Petoskey. The 

turnout is normally really good in Petoskey.  
3. There are several good magazines about forestry in this part of the state. The Great Lakes Timber 

Professional Association magazine and the Northern Logger covers the northeastern states. One of 
the quotes Bill has seen is “there has been no change in the demand or the use of wood products, 
but a big change in the source.”   
 

Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club 
1. The Trailriders Snowmobile Club will begin working on oak wilt on August 1. Everyone is getting 

their equipment ready. The MDNR specs run until July 15.  
2. Trail damage – There is still a lot of traffic and very little law enforcement. Sandy soils have more 

damage than clay, etc. The PRD has made available to all the clubs a $5,000 grant to start repairing 
the trails. All the grant sponsors had to put their requests in for the upcoming fiscal budget so they 
can’t spend any of the funds until November. There were several clubs in the national forest where 
trees were cut right along the trail and 6-inch dumps were left right there which is hazardous. They 
were not notifying contractors that it’s a motorized trail but that will be corrected going forward.  
 

Mike Elenz, Michigan Association of Timbermen 
1. Michigan Association of Timbermen will be holding a forest product show on August 9 &10. It will be 

$15 to attend 
2. The Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association (GLTPA) will be in Green Bay for a Forest 

Exposition September 6 & 7.   
3. DTE came out with clean vision.  They are talking about the carbon credits purchased from the 

DNR.  They sent a letter to their Chairman and their Chief Operating Engineer.  
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Gary Melow, Michigan Biomass 
1. On May 7 & 8 Forest Economists from across the country convened to work with the DNR and MSU 

on forest biomass economic research. There was a workshop. On Monday they put together the 
process they were going to use. They went on the road the second day. They are working in 
Michigan and 21 different states in the northwest and northeast. They think Michigan is doing better 
in biomass than in most states because they are keeping information up to date due to research. 
Gary is an industry representative.  

2. Western Great Lakes Forest Health Initiative –over the last couple of months their focus has been 
on hemlock, beech and elm, the diseases that have devastated those species, and how to 
propagate a species resistant to those diseases.   

3. Biomass energy – TES Filer City is a 100-megawatt coal plant that cofires with 10% wood and small 
amount of tire fuel. Their contract expires in June of next year.  Several years ago, they were 
planning on switching to a new plan which is carbon capture, of 50mw but only 20 are going on the 
grid. The rest is going on the system. They’ll capture the carbon, inject it in the pipeline and the 
application will be enhanced oil recovery. They are looking for a lot of assistance to make that 
project work. In two years, they’ll need 600 tons of wood per year. They are planning on shipping 
around the Great Lakes to unload chips instead of coal.  

4. Natural Energy of Lincoln went offline indefinitely recently. The Public Service Commission rejected 
the offer to buy. It went offline and they were told not to start back up. What they are losing comes 
out of the State’s scrap tire management objectives. The output was 7.7% in Alcona’s total 
economic output. They continue to look forward.  

5. The energy legislation did nothing to help them but the response to it did. One of the cases opened 
up is to increase the energy renewals. There are concerns about brown outs, black outs, etc. 
People are concerned the technical services they provide will no longer be available. They are 
saying in the near future those services will not be available where they need them. They are going 
to be spending a lot of time over the next few years on this. It would be great to have positive news 
this time next year.  

 
MTFPAC Update 
None  

 
Chair Melow adjourned the July 17, 2024 FMAC meeting at 2:45 p.m. 
 
NEXT FMAC MEETING: October 16, 2024 


