FOREST MANAGEMENT ADVISORY

COMMITTEE MEETING
DRAFT MEETING NOTES
October 16, 2024

Members Present for the Forest Management Advisory Committee

Olivia Triltsch, Michigan United Conservation Clubs

Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association (retired)

Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club

Gary Melow, Chair, Michigan Biomass (virtual)

Mike Elenz, Michigan Association of Timbermen and Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association (virtual)
Kenny Wawscyzk, North Country Trails Association (virtual)

Rich Kobe, Vice Chair, Michigan State University

David Flaspohler, Michigan Technological University, College of Forest Resources & Environmental Science
(virtual)

Members Present for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Jeff Stampfly, Chief & State Forester, Forest Resources Division (FRD) (virtual)
Kim Korbecki, Executive Assistant, FRD

Kathleen Lavey, Communications, FRD (virtual)

Advisors Present for the Forest Management Advisory Committee

Andy Henricksen, US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation District
Ben Schram, Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development

James Simino, US Forest Service, Huron-Manistee National Forest

Welcome

Gary Melow, Chair, called the October 16, 2024 Forest Management Advisory Committee (FMAC) meeting to
order at 1:01 p.m. He welcomed all in attendance and asked Olivia Triltsch, the newest member of the FMAC
to tell a little about herself, and then asked for introductions all around. Olivia is the Habitat Program and
Partnerships Coordinator for Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC).

FMAC Business

Adoption of October 16, 2024 Agenda

No discussion

Adoption of July 17, 2024 Meeting Minutes

No discussion

Adoption of 2025 FMAC Meeting Schedule

There was some discussion regarding the October FMAC meeting dates, but after discussion it was decided
the dates would remain as presented.

Motion: Paul Jernberg moved to adopt the October 16 FMAC meeting agenda, the July 17 FMAC meeting
minutes, and the 2025 FMAC meeting schedule; supported by Chair Melow. A vote was taken, and all were
adopted unanimously.

Public Comment
None

State Forester’s Report — Jeff Stampfly, Chief & State Forester, Michigan Department of Natural Resources

(MDNR), Forest Resource Division,

1. The Forest Resources Division (FRD) is going through its surveillance audit for forest certification this
week. Auditors are in Shingleton, Gaylord and Gladwin. The FRD is both Sustainable Forestry Initiative®
and Forest Stewardship Council® certified. The division recertifies every fifth year. Staff has reported that
the audit has been going well so far.



2. Final timber sale numbers for Fiscal Year 2024 are not available yet. There are between 47,000 & 49,000
prepared acres, with 7,000 to 9,000 acres in the Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) program, and a minor
amount (around 500 acres) from state game lands. This is in line with what is expected to be prepared
under the new State Forest Management Plan.

3. The deadline for public and stakeholder comments for the new State Forest Management Plan has been
extended to the end of December. Kathleen Lavey, Communications Representative, MDNR-FRD,
provided the FMAC with the link to where they could make comments.

4. Fire report — In-state activity wasn’t that busy until this fall. Out of state fire was quite busy since July. The
FRD has participated in hand crews, sent equipment and crews and individual resources.

a. They had 16 lightning strike fires last week in the Upper Peninsula. Fire danger remains very high
across a large portion of the state.

5. The National Association of State Foresters (NASF) met the third week of September in Providence,
Rhode Island. Highlights included three resolutions passed and a lot of discussion on western fire and
United States Forest Service (USFS) budget issues.

Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association (retired) asked how FRD completes its work when folks are out west.
Jeff responded they have tools they use, like utilizing contractors, to accomplish the priority work. They
also try to create space within its workplans to help compensate for unplanned events. Bill then asked
about contractors; Jeff responded they put together bid packages during the year. Contractors usually bid
on a per acre basis for the advertised work. There’s a pretty good pool of contractors to bid on the work
and it generally costs around $60 to $70 per acre to hire contractors.

Rich Kobe, Michigan State University, asked Jeff to elaborate on the topic that Scott Whitcomb from Office
of Public Lands, MDNR, addressed at the meeting. Jeff repeated what Scott had reported on the Quarterly
Industry Call (QIC).

a. The Wolverine Copper Carbon Project has only sold about 3,000 credits since January and there
are thousands of more credits available.

b. On the QIC Scott also talked about solar arrays and solar sightings, one at Groveland and one at
the Roscommon Airport. It is a five-to-seven-year process and only about 20% get to fruition.

c. The Department is also evaluating a few other locations for solar siting suitability. Parcels
determined to be surplus during the Department’s last land review are also being considered. It was
asked if the public would have a chance to comment. Jeff responded there are Typical or Atypical
leases and solar siting has been classified as Typical. As such, it is placed on the MDNR calendar
for comment.

The Office of Public Lands knew that at Groveland there were powerlines, and it would be challenging to
reforest. At the Roscommon site they had proposed a gravel pit. Gary commented that it is land
conversion. Land conversion is frowned upon due to climate change. He thinks the conversation is going to
come back up and the MDNR should be prepared to have that conversation. The MDNR has done what it
can in figuring out what these sites are going to look like.

Rich asked how large the site is west of Gaylord; both sites together were around 2,400 acres but Jeff is
not sure on the actual size of just the Gaylord site. Rich asked about the forest type. Red pine was just
established; Jeff isn’t sure what else is on it. It had a plantation on it and there could be some other pine,
aspen and hardwood as well.

Legislative Updates
None

Action Items/ Follow-up
None
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Standing Discussion Items
1. Communications from the Field
a. There is a natural pine memo that is an internal document that has to do with natural pine
management. The corrective action has been incorporated into the Red Pine Cultural Guidance.
b. Forest health — there has been a finding of oak wilt in Marquette County.
2. Public Outreach and Education
a. The FRD has been doing a lot of messaging about fire danger. Kathleen Lavey will provide the
advertising metrics of their advertising campaign in the north when they have them.
b. They are encouraging people to plant trees. There have been 128,000 trees planted on the interactive
map on the MDNR’s website.
c. They are trying to keep folks invested in the state forest.
3. Timber Harvest Numbers, Forest Resources Division, MDNR
See above

FMAC Member Program Updates

Kenny Wawsczyk, North Country Trail Association

1. The North Country Trail Association (NCTA) is wrapping up projects and have new projects starting this
month.

2. The NCTA worked with an Amish crew to replace 3,800' of boardwalk; Kenny was very impressed with how
quickly they completed the project.

3. They have two different sites in the Gaylord unit where the North Country Trail was or would be used as a
skidding trail. They are looking to reroute one other trail so that doesn’t happen again and another trail so
that it won't happen during the future harvest.

Paul Jernberg, Trailriders Snowmobile Club

1. Most of the clubs are well into brushing and signing season. A lot are just finishing up.

2. The MDNR has identified some trails where the damage was so severe they closed one to all vehicles.
There are some clubs that are actively working with the MDNR Parks & Recreation Division that will be
closing certain trail sections as they’ve become unable to groom due to damage.

a. The Michigan Snowmobile and ORV Association (MISORVA) has come out and said there are quite a
few more trails that may need to be closed.

b. The USFS is working with some clubs to try to get some trails open.

c. The MDNR gave out $5,000 grants for trail improvement.

Bill Botti, Michigan Forest Association
The Michigan Forest Association had its annual meeting in Petoskey a couple of weeks ago. The meeting was
well attended and successful. They all had a good time.

Rich Kobe, Michigan State University
1. MSU faculty is growing. There have been three searches for tenure-stream faculty in the current academic

year: sustainable bioproducts / wood science, forest pathology, and indigenous forest management.
2. They are in the process of hiring two faculty members who will be starting in December or January. An

assistant professor of forest policy and economics is projected to start, and Chad Papa will start as

Program Director of MSU Forestry’s Forest Carbon and Climate Program on January 2, 2025.

David Flaspohler, Michigan Technological University

1. Michigan Technological University (MTU) currently has about 300 students with forestry majors.

2. Forestry enrollment has been stable although growth has happened in related forestry majors.

3. They approved an Environmental Data Science major and are looking to hire a professor in this major.
4. The MTU has expanded its online graduate offerings.
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5. The long-running MS in GIS is now also available as three stackable graduate certificates to comprise a
fully online, asynchronous MS degree for working professionals.

6. The College of Forest Resources & Environmental Science is the fastest growing undergraduate program
at MTU.

Ben Schram, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

1. The Michigan Society of American Foresters met last week. They visited the Huron Mountain Club and had
a nice visit.

2. The Qualified Forest Program deadline is done. They had about 50,000 (gross) acres apply for enrollment
in the program. They won’t have actual numbers until December 31. Ben reported that 50,000 has been
pretty much status quo for the last four of five years. Total enroliment comes to about 950,000 acres
enrolled. Enrollment is capped at 2.5 million acres.

3. Conservation Districts continue to hire foresters. They are exploring ways to morph the program into the
grant structure to get more interested parties. Currently it seems to attract younger foresters who move on
to other opportunities. The mid-to-late career foresters seem to have the staying distance.

4. They have advertised for a new MFA Director.

Mike Elenz, Michigan Association of Timbermen and Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association

1. There are a lot of timber cruising events scheduled in the Upper Peninsula, and one is scheduled in the
Lower Peninsula.

2. They met with DTE to discuss carbon credits and forest management and are trying to find ways to work
together.

James Simino, US Forest Service, Huron-Manistee

1. The USFS completed 50 million board feet.

2. The budget is not looking promising for anything extra. They have obligated a lot of it to BIL and although
they got a little bit of funding over the past few years, they didn’t get much funding for work on the ground.

a. Two years ago, Region 9 would hire temporary employees but with the budget constraints they
decided to start hiring permanent seasonal workers (approximately 9 months) instead. They have to
keep them tied to that timeframe and cannot extend their tour of work.

3. What they have accomplished: they are down a little bit in the timber target. They sold 50 million board feet
by the end of September. A couple of sales went no bid. They tried to sell most of their sales in the third
and fourth quarters.

4. Fuel: They are down 10,000 acres. They sent people out west to do wildfire suppression and to the
southeast for saw cruise and to help the impacted communities. James can’t say how much they’ll produce
next year without the budget.

5. They have a National Old Growth Amendment where they amended all the forest plans in the agency by
managing old growth. They put in language designating old growth in the forest. This probably won’t restrict
too much of what they do in the Huron-Manistee.

6. They are approaching 7 million acres burned nationally and then added the hurricane on top of that, and
additionally their firefighting workforce decreased right around that time.

Olivia Triltsch, Michigan United Conservation Clubs
1. The MUCC improved 184 acres overall with 115 volunteers.
2. They have an upcoming event at the Maple River State Game Area this weekend.

Michigan Timber and Forest Products Advisory Council Update — Gary Melow
None

Chair Melow adjourned the October 16, 2024 FMAC meeting at 2:10 p.m.

Next Meeting Date
January 15, 2025, Michigan United Conservation Clubs, 2101 Wood Street, Lansing
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