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Established by the Department of Natural Resources to improve and maintain the fishery resources 

of Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair, and the St. Clair and Detroit Rivers through better communication and partnership. 

 

P.O. Box 30446 - Lansing, MI 48909 
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Belle Isle Nature Center 

176 Lakeside Drive, Detroit, MI 48207 
November 5, 2025 

 
 

Attendees: See sign-in sheet. 
 

Start time 10:00 am 
 
Welcome and Introductions (Dan Boileau, Chair and Jim Francis, DNR-Fisheries) 
 
Detroit River Sediment Remediation Collaborative (McKenzi Waliczek, Friends of the Detroit 
River) 

• Area of Concern (AOC) – 43 in Great Lakes 

• Beneficial Use Impairments (BUI) – 11 in Detroit River.  Restrictions on Drinking Water/Taste Odor 
problems removed in 2011, Tainting of fish & wildlife flavor removed 2013 

• 14 priority habitat projects to address Fish & Wildlife Populations and Habitat BUIs, continue with 
others as funds available (work not done) 

 Ex. Reconnect Belle Isle’s internal water bodies with Detroit River  

 
• Sediment Remediation to address 5 BUIs related to health/contamination 

o 1000 sediments samples 1982-2022 
o Many areas with 3x’s+ amount that would cause harm 
o Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH), Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB), Mercury – main 

contaminants 
o 7 remediation projects completed to date  
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o Remaining problems in Detroit River: 3.6 million yd3 on US side 
o Great Lakes Legacy Act- need to find cost share partners, $30 million just for feasibility 

and remediation design.  State can contribute some, trying to get $ from legacy industry. 
o Dredging or capping and putting clean material over top (design will guide), using 

Milwaukee as an example 
o Probably $1 billion total cost 
o Can join Sediment Remediation Collaborative (began in April 2025) to stay informed and 

guide next steps 
  

 
Fisheries Division updates (Jim Francis, DNR-Fisheries) 

• DNR budget/license package update 
o FY 2026, Fisheries Division budget $36 million 

▪ Includes one-time additions for fish production, resource management, Capital 
Outlay 

▪ Short term: the one time additions allow regular operations for 2026; Long term: 
need license package to address structural deficit 

o 55% of license revenue ends up with fishery division 
o Federal Partners - shut down, Proposed Reduction In Force = loss of 80% of USGS staff, 

Great Lakes Science Center in Ann Arbor – deepwater science program in GL for state 
agencies.  Forage assessments by them are critical for salmon management in upper GL.  
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o License Packages – Senate Bill 276/277 (hunting and fishing, passed), House 5093 (fishing 
only) 

▪ Major differences between the two bills. Session ends in end of November 

• Regulations up for discussion/vote at this week’s NRC meeting 
o Underwater Spearfishing 

▪ Initially, it was a 4 year trial, then sunset  
▪ Fisheries Division had a working group to evaluate alternatives – recommended status 

quo 
▪ The uderwater spearfishing group took their own proposal to NRC 

• expand to other Great Lakes for walleye, northern pike, and lake trout 
o FO 206 – Bass   

▪ Black, Burt, Crooked, Pickerel, and Mullet lakes – bass catch and immediate release 
closed May 1- 3rd Sat in June. (this was not a regulation brought forwarded by DNR, it 
was from lake associations to NRC). 

▪ (After the fact Note: this proposal was withdrawn and there was not a vote) 

• Access 
o Ecorse Ramp re-opened, installed a fish cleaning station 
o Detroit River Boating Access – new Chief of Parks, start new discussions 

  
Lake St Clair smallmouth bass telemetry results (Dr. Jan-Michael Hessenhauer, DNR-Fisheries) 

• Lake St Clair Station 2024 Status Report online 

• Longterm smallmouth bass monitoring – contact us for paper 
 -improved size structure (since 2022) 
 -steady improvements in growth since 1972 

 - decreasing mortality & harvest trends 

• Smallmouth bass movement - jaw tagging in Anchor Bay & Mile Roads, bass tend to stay in basic 
areas where tagged/not much mixing (limited info from jaw tags - only get release and capture info) 

• Acoustic Telemetry – finer scale data, can see movement through time.  Tags about 3 years battery 
life. ~ 3 mile grid of receivers in LSC 

o 2021-2024 (15-114 annually), 288 tagged across all years 
o 50 angler recaps of 46 fish – 16% recap, 812k detections (for talk focusing on 2021 tagged 

fish) 
o Still see grouping between Mile Roads and Anchor Bay, not much movement into Canada 

(but there are some individual fish making large movements back and forth) 
o Core activity area – smallest shape that contains 50% of daily movements.  No relationship 

between movements and fish size.  Fish caught by anglers tend to have smaller core areas. 
Males have larger home range areas but move less. Anchor Bay fish move more. 

 
Forward Facing Sonar discussion (All) 

• There is not a lot of data.  What data exists is mixed. 

• Are there “fair chase” concerns, analogous to drones in hunting 

• Steep learning curve for this new technology (may be faster for young anglers) 

• DNR Law Enforcement using the units to track commercial nets, can see if whitefish in pot during 
closure 

• Some tournaments have limited/regulated use 

• Technology will continue to improve 
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• Many using it as a Learning tool (about habitat, fish behavior, etc.) Hasn’t necessarily improved 
fishing success. 

• Can’t stop the tech.  Some concerned about using the tech to chase fish. 

• Tournaments are already mostly self-regulating.   

• Can “See fish swim away from lure now”. 

• Shouldn’t just focus discussion on bass:  this has potentially bigger impacts on other species. 
Panfish targeting – schooling fish like perch, easier to find the schools 

• Monitor over time, anglers still limited by the daily bag limit 
 

Law Enforcement update (Cpl. Hartsig and CO Schaumburger, DNR Law Enforcement) 

• New officers in field training 

• Okay from 2026 budget. 

• 3 beach seiners in Erie, targeting rough fish 

• Not losing any COs this year (with budget was in danger of losing quite a few). Will be 6 officers in 
Wayne County  

• Call when you see something.  Example of video that showed 20+ people walking by sturgeon 
cleaning and only 1 person called. 

 
Committee Member round table reports (All) 

• Fishing reports, organization updates or announcements, and issues 
o Improvements at Bolles and Sterling State Park -habitat, trails 
o John B - strong perch fishery this year, low water levels. Crocker Boat launch very low now. 
o Sturgeon for Tomorrow – SIC 16 schools (On Michigan Outdoors TV this week), North 

Channel Classic – top 3 fish all 70+ inches, largest 78” done in daytime now 
o Metro-West Steelheaders – Livonia meetings, 40+ tournaments annually. Kids fishing 

events, send 15 kids to MUCC camp 
o Downriver Bass – 12 events this year, can see positive changes from the new habitat 

projects in lower Detroit River 
o Henry-LSC, saw very few SMB under 14” this year 
o Friends of Detroit River- installed structures, let mother nature take over 
o Jim F./Bob– Fish Cleaning Station, extension of Fishery Trust grant.  Still trying to work with 

Harrison Township (they’re worried about “smell”).  Need additional people to help.17,000 
views on post about it on MI sportsman forum, but only $500 in donations.  Will have a free 
ad in DNR fishing Guide.  Engineering is done, just needs funds.  

o LSC Walleye Association- youth conservation/education events, Feb 1 @ LSC metro kids 
fishing event (food, fishing rigs). Nov 22 – Veteran’s Classic walleye tournament, give fish 
cleaned to veterans home in Chesterfield 

o Michigan Bass Federation- Inland lakes aquatic plant treatment concerns 
o Michigan Bass Nation- Scholarship program, concerns from members: price increase on 

fishing license for seniors, forward facing sonar -lots of different perspectives 
o Michigan Sea Grant – spring fishery workshop planning 
o Todd W. – tough fall weather, Channel Cat is super old and trying to find $ for a new RV 

 
Meeting wrap-up (Dan Boileau, Chair) 

Early April for next meeting 
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