MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
MEETING MINUTES

Location: Michigan Nature Association
2310 Science Parkway, Suite 100
Okemos, Michigan

Date: April 16, 2025
Time: 9:00 AM

Chair Brown called the meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) Board
of Trustees (Board) to order at 9:05 AM, Wednesday, April 16, 2025, and welcomed everyone to
the meeting.

l. INTRODUCTIONS

Present for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board (Board):

Dr. Brandy Brown, Chair; from the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County
Ms. Chris Maclnnes, Vice-chair; from the Village of Beulah, Benzie County
Mr. Bill Rustem; from Alaiedon Township, Ingham County

Mr. Steve Hamp; from the City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County

Mr. Scott Bowen, DNR Director; from the City of Grand Rapids, Kent County

Present for the Department of Natural Resources (Department) staff:
Scott Whitcomb, Director of Office of Public Lands; Clay Summers, Grants Management
Section Manager; Jon Mayes, Recreation Grant Unit Manager; Mike Chuff, Financial

Specialist; Grant Coordinators: Charamy Cleary, Merrie Carlock, Samantha Davis, Kelsey
Dietz, and Riley Millard.

Also participating were other interested parties.
Il. ADOPTION OF MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 12, 2025.

Chair Brown called for adoption of the minutes for the February 12, 2025, MNRTF Board
meeting.

MOVED BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY DIR. BOWEN, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES
OF THE FEBRUARY 12, 2025, MNRTF BOARD MEETING.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.
[l ADOPTION OF AGENDA FOR MEETING OF APRIL 16, 2025

MOVED BY DIR. BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY MS. MACINNES, TO ADOPT THE AGENDA
FOR THE MEETING OF APRIL 16, 2025.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.



PUBLIC COMMENT

a.

Chris Bunch, Executive Director, Six Rivers Land Conservancy

Mr. Bunch thanked the Board and acknowledged Department staff for their good work. He
proposed that the MNRTF distribute funds based on 12 or 24-month averages and at a
2.5% to 5% rate. He also discussed how natural resources and access to them,
particularly via acquisition of property, should be prioritized.

Sigal Hemy Spiegal, Executive Director, Detroit Parks Coalition; Theresa McArleton, Chief
Parks Planner, City of Detroit; Tyler Klifman, Planner, Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments

Discussed the upcoming MNRTF Board visit to the City of Detroit and highlighted efforts
taken by both the Parks Coalition and City Parks to manage recreation in an urban space.

Chair Brown asked for any additional public comments.

None were offered.

NEW BUSINESS

a.

Status of MNRTF Appropriation Bill — Clay Summers

Mr. Summers provided an update on the legislative process needed to pass the MNRTF
appropriation supplemental funding bill.

Mr. Rustem noted that the MNRTF appropriation bill should be passed separately from
other appropriation bills and efforts should be made to work with the legislature to
ensure the bill is passed expeditiously.

The Board requested that staff collect names of legislators that have supported recently
awarded MNRTF applications.

2025 Application Summary — Samantha Davis

Ms. Davis provided a high-level overview of applications received from state and local
applicants for the 2025 MNRTF grant program cycle.

Director’s Update — Scott Bowen

Dir. Bowen discussed how nearly 1 million acres of forest land has been damaged due
to the recent ice storm and the implications of that going into the 2025 fire season. He
also discussed the continuing efforts to complete the Brandon Road project (Asian Carp
barrier) and to implement an Opt-Out standard for the Recreation Passport. He noted
that the Department will be announcing a new Chief of the Parks and Recreation
Division.
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VL.

VILI.

d. Update on MNRTF Staff Activities — Clay Summers
Mr. Summers stated staff are currently reviewing recently submitted recreation grant
applications as well as continuing their efforts in managing existing grants across all
programs.

e. MNRTF 50™ Anniversary Update — Clay Summers
Mr. Summers provided an update on efforts in planning the recognition of the MNRTF’s
50th Anniversary, which is to take place throughout 2026 in coordination with multiple
partners.

f. Withdrawal of Projects — Jon Mayes

1. TF17-0141 Grayling Trailhead and Connector Trail Development, City of Grayling,
$300,000

Mr. Mayes provided an overview of the project requesting withdrawal.

Chair Brown called for a motion to accept the withdrawal as discussed.

MOVED BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY MR. HAMP, TO ACCEPT THE
WITHDRAWAL OF TF17-0141.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.
BOARD PACKET REFERENCE MATERIALS

Chair Brown reminded the Board that all remaining reports are contained in the Board’s packet
of materials.

Chair Brown asked the Board if they had any questions or discussion about the remaining
meeting materials.

None were offered.

OTHER MATTERS AS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD

Ms. Maclnnes discussed the upcoming Michigan 2050 Trails Summit and its focus on how to
effectively build out our State-wide trail network and ensure ongoing maintenance of those
investments.

Chair Brown asked for any other matters to be brought before the board.

None were offered.
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VIIl.  ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chair Brown noted that the next meeting of the MNRTF Board is scheduled for 9:00 AM,
Wednesday, June 11, 2025, at Palmer Park in the City of Detroit.

Chair Brown asked for any additional announcements from the Board.
None were offered.
IX. ADJOURNMENT

Chair Brown adjourned the meeting at 9:59 AM.
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