MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
MINUTES

Location: Clark Township Community Center
133 M-134
Cedarville, Michigan

Date: August 13, 2025
Time: 9:00 AM

Chair Brown called the meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) Board of
Trustees (Board) to order at 9:04 a.m., Wednesday, August 13, 2025, and welcomed everyone to the

meeting.

INTRODUCTIONS
Mark Clymer, Clark Township Supervisor, welcomed the Board and staff to the township.

Present for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board (Board):

Dr. Brandy Brown, Chair; from the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County

Mr. Bill Rustem, from Alaiedon Township, Ingham County

Mr. Steve Hamp; from the City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County

Mr. Scott Bowen, Department of Natural Resources Director; from the City of Grand Rapids,
Kent County

Ms. Chris Maclnnes, Vice-chair; from the Village of Beulah, Benzie County

Present for the Department of Natural Resources staff:

Scott Whitcomb, Director of Office of Public Lands; Stacy Welling-Haughey, Upper
Peninsula Deputy Director; Clay Summers, Grants Section Manager; Jon Mayes, Recreation
Grants Manager; Erin Campbell, Compliance and Stewardship Specialist; Grant
Coordinators: Charamy Cleary, Merrie Carlock, Samantha Davis, Kelsey Dietz, and Riley
Millard.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JUNE 12, 2025.

Chair Brown called for adoption of the minutes for the June 12, 2025, MNRTF Board
meeting.

MOVED BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR MACINNES, TO ADOPT THE
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 12, 2025, MNRTF BOARD MEETING.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA FOR MEETING OF AUGUST 13, 2025

CHAIR BROWN PROPOSED MOVING ITEM V(a) to below V(d). MOTION TO ACCEPT
CHAIR BROWN'S PROPOSED AMENDMENT AND APPROVE THE AMENDED AGENDA
FOR AUGUST 13, 2025, BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.



PUBLIC COMMENT
Heidi Bolger, Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail

Ms. Bolger thanked the Board for their past support and presented application TF25-0104
for the Village of Thompsonville to pave 0.82 miles of the Betsie Valley Trail.

. Jeffrey Shaw, Supervisor, EImwood Township

Mr. Shaw spoke regarding TF25-0058 an application to create the Cherry Bend Trail to
connect the TART Trail to the Leelanau Trail along Cherry Bend Road in Traverse City.

Sarah Jarvi, Charter Township of Long Lake

Ms. Jarvi presented TF25-0034 an application to renovate trails in the Cedar Creek Natural
Area.

Chris Kushman, Trail Planning and Management Director, TART Trails

Mr. Kushman spoke in support of both East Bay Township projects and the EImwood
Township Cherry Bend Trail application.

Chair Brown asked for any additional public comments.

None were offered.

PRESENTATIONS FROM 2025 GRANT APPLICANTS

Clay Summers asked the presenters to adhere to their ten-minute presentation limit.

Questions by the Board were addressed during the presentations.

. TF25-0162 Oscoda Charter Township, Oscoda Beach Park (losco County)

Rick Freeman, Engineer, Oscoda Charter Township

MNRTF Grant Request: $400,000
Matching funds: $ 200,000
Total Project cost: $600,000

. TF25-0081 Clark Township, Kerri Mertaugh Multi-Use Path (Mackinac County)

Mark Clymer, Supervisor, Clark Township and Pam Blough, Landscape Architect

MNRTF Grant Request: $296,000
Matching funds: $104,000
Total Project cost: $400,000

TF25-0161 Village of Baraga, Capul Recreation Park Improvement (Baraga County)
Josh Harju, UP Engineers and LeAnn LeClaire, Manager, Village of Baraga

MNRTF Grant Request: $400,000
Matching funds: $135,000
Total Project cost: $535,000



VL.

. TF25-0175 City of Grayling, M-72 East Trail-Rayburn Connector (Crawford County)

Erich Podjaske, Manager, City of Grayling and Heidi Phaneuf, MDOT

MNRTF Grant Request: $400,000
Matching funds: $3,933,900
Total Project cost: $4,333,900

Chair Brown called for a 15-minute recess at 10:27 a.m.
Chair Brown called the meeting back from recess at 10:44 a.m.

. TF25-0022 City of Bessemer, Bessemer Iron Belle Trailhead (Gogebic County)

Mandy Lake, City Manager

MNRTF Grant Request: $227,800
Matching funds: $117,300
Total Project cost: $345,100

TF25-0134 Stanton Township, Hemlock Springs Park on Coles Creek (Houghton County)
Ken Vrana, Stanton Township Grant Coordinator

MNRTF Grant Request: $356,700
Matching funds: $118,900
Total Project cost: $475,600

. TF25-0094 East Bay Township, The Ridge Nature Preserve Acquisition (Grand Traverse

County)
Beth Friend, Township Supervisor and Glen Chown, Grand Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy

MNRTF Grant Request: $4,813,600
Matching funds: $5,275,000
Total Project cost: $10,088,600

. TF25-0132 Grand Traverse County, VASA Trailhead Improvements (Grand Traverse

County)
John Chase, Director, Parks and Facilities and Chris Kushman, TART Trails

MNRTF Grant Request: $400,000

Matching funds: $400,000

Total Project cost: $800,000

NEW BUSINESS

Director’s Update — Director Scott Bowen

Director Bowen indicated the Trust Fund bill would be introduced into committee that
afternoon in the Senate and he hoped it would be on the floor by September. He mentioned
the House had added additional language to the bill. He also gave an update on the Fish
and Game bill to increase license fees.

MNRTF Staff Activity — Clay Summers



VIL.

VIIL

Mr. Summers thanked our hosts and reported that the Grant Coordinators were finishing
application site visits and preliminary scoring has begun.

Withdrawal of Projects — Jon Mayes
Mr. Mayes presented the two projects that requested withdrawal per the Board memo.

MOVED BY MR. HAMP, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR MACINNES, TO ACCEPT THE
WITHDRAWAL OF TF23-0032 (Lansing) and TF19-0152 (Onaway).

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

MNRTF 50" Anniversary Planning Update — Clay Summers

Mr. Summers indicated that education and public relations would be the focus of the
planning including defining a communication plan. A priority is to develop customizable
materials that will be versatile and easily updated.

BOARD PACKET REFERENCE MATERIALS

Chair Brown reminded the Board that all remaining reports are contained in the Board’s
packet of materials.

Chair Brown asked the Board if they had any questions or discussion about the remaining
meeting materials.

None were offered.

OTHER MATTERS AS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD

Chair Brown asked for any other matters properly brought before the Board.

None were offered.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chair Brown announced that the next meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund Board is scheduled for 9:00 A.M., Wednesday, October 15, 2025, in Muskegon at a
location to be determined.

Chair Brown asked for any additional announcements from the Board.

None were offered.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Brown called for a motion to adjourn.

MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY MR. RUSTEM, TO ADJOURN.
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

Meeting adjourned at 12:08 pm
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