MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
MEETING MINUTES

Location: Delta Township Administrative Building, Room A,
7710 W. Saginaw Highway
Lansing, Michigan

Date: February 12, 2025
Time: 9:00 AM

Chair Brown called the meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) Board
of Trustees (Board) to order at 9:05 AM, Wednesday, February 12, 2025, and welcomed everyone
to the meeting.

INTRODUCTIONS

Present for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board (Board):

Dr. Brandy Brown, Chair; from the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County
Mr. Bill Rustem; from Alaiedon Township, Ingham County

Mr. Steve Hamp; from the City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County

Mr. Scott Bowen, DNR Director; from the City of Grand Rapids, Kent County

Absent: Ms. Chris Maclnnes, Vice-chair; from the Village of Beulah, Benzie County

Present for the Department of Natural Resources (Department) staff:

Dan Lord, Finance and Operations Chief; Scott Whitcomb, Director of Office of Public
Lands; Clay Summers, Grants Management Section Manager; Jon Mayes, Recreation Grant
Unit Manager; Mike Chuff, Financial Specialist; Grant Coordinators: Charamy Cleary, Merrie

Carlock, Samantha Davis, Kelsey Deitz, and Riley Millard; Erin Campbell, Invasive Species
Grant Program Manager and Conversion Officer.

Brian Reed, Delta Township Manager, welcomed the board and all attendees. He offered
Delta Township facilities for use in the future.

Also participating were other interested parties.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 11, 2024.

Chair Rustem called for adoption of the minutes for the December 11, 2024, MNRTF Board
meeting.

MOVED BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY MR. HAMP, TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF
THE DECEMBER 11, 2024, MNRTF BOARD MEETING.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.



ADOPTION OF AGENDA FOR MEETING OF FEBURARY 12, 2025

MOVED BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY DIR. BOWEN, TO ADOPT THE AGENDA
FOR THE MEETING OF FEBURARY 12, 2025.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

PUBLIC COMMENT

a.

Chris Bunch, Executive Director, Six Rivers Land Conservancy

Mr. Bunch thanked the board and staff for their work and spoke on the importance of
educating legislators on the purpose of the MNRTF and the need to pass the
appropriation bill quickly.

Chair Brown asked for any additional public comments.

None were offered.

NEW BUSINESS

a.

Outdoor Industry Economic Impacts — Jonathan Jarosz, Heart of the Lakes

Mr. Jarosz discussed current recreation trends and opportunities related to the impact of
the “outdoor economy” — he pointed towards record numbers of participation in outdoor
recreation to encourage the need to secure social, cultural, and economic support for the
sector.

Status of MNRTF Appropriation Bill - Clay Summers

Mr. Summers covered new information posted by DNR staff to the Grants webpage to
help educate grantees, and the public, on the appropriation process. He thanked the
various external partners on continued support in communicating with the legislature on
the importance of passing the appropriation bill quickly.

Mr. Rustem thanked staff for the attention to this item and noted the importance of
utilizing the upcoming 50th anniversary of the MNRTF to educate the legislature and
public on its importance.

DNR Recreation Grants Virtual Workshop — Jon Mayes

Mr. Mayes provided an overview of the recent grant application webinar conducted by
DNR staff.

Mr. Summers noted that DNR grants staff will conduct an in-person presentation on
programs at the mParks conference in Traverse City on March 4th.
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d. Current Status on MNRTF Conversions — Erin Campbell

Ms. Campbell covered the conversion process and efforts of DNR staff to work with
communities in resolving any active conversions across the state.

e. Withdrawal of Projects — Jon Mayes

1. TF21-0060 — Littlefield Township, Milton Road to Alanson Trail Corridor Acquisition;
Emmet County, Grant amount $856,300

Mr. Mayes provided an overview of the project requesting withdrawal.

Chair Brown called to accept the withdrawal discussed.

MOVED BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY MR. HAMP, TO ACCEPT THE
WITHDRAWAL OF TF21-0060.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

f.  Summer Tour and Meeting Locations — Clay Summers
Mr. Summers provided an overview of proposed meeting locations for 2025, including
what locations will include tours hosted by local communities. He noted a desire by the
City of Detroit to host the MNRTF Board this year. He asked the Board to inform staff if

there is any desire for a specific location.

Mr. Rustem supported the idea of visiting Detroit and noted a desire to visit the western
half of the Upper Peninsula.

g. Update on MNRTF Staff Activities — Clay Summers
Mr. Summers covered current staff activities and introduced Grants Management
Section employees in attendance. He reminded attendees of the April 1st due date for all
DNR recreation grant program applications.

BOARD PACKET REFERENCE MATERIALS

Chair Brown reminded the Board that all remaining reports are contained in the Board’s packet
of materials.

Chair Brown asked the Board if they had any questions or discussion about the remaining
meeting materials.

None were offered.
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VIl.  OTHER MATTERS AS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD
Chair Brown asked for any other matters to be brought before the board.
None were offered.

VII.  ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chair Brown asked for any additional announcements from the Board.
None were offered.

IX. ADJOURNMENT

Chair Brown adjourned the meeting at 9:57 a.m.
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