
MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
Location: Frauenthal Center-Hilt Building 

427 W Western Avenue 
Muskegon, Michigan 

 
Date: October 15, 2025  

Time: 9:00 AM  
 

Chair Brown called the meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) Board of 
Trustees (Board) to order at 9:11 a.m., Wednesday, October 15, 2025, and welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS 
 

a. Todd Jacobs, President CEO, Community Foundation for Muskegon County, welcomed the 
Board and staff to Muskegon. Pete DeBoer, Director of Donor Relations, Community 
Foundation for Muskegon County and Bob Lukens, Community Development Director of 
Muskegon County, also welcomed and thanked the Board. 

 
Present for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board (Board): 
Dr. Brandy Brown, Chair; from the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County 
Mr. Bill Rustem, from Alaiedon Township, Ingham County 
Mr. Scott Bowen, Department of Natural Resources Director; from the City of Grand Rapids, 
Kent County 
Ms. Chris MacInnes, Vice-chair; from the Village of Beulah, Benzie County 
 
Absent for the Board: 
Mr. Steve Hamp; from the City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County 
 
Present for the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff: 
Dan Lord, Chief Finance and Operations Division; Scott Whitcomb, Director of Office of 
Public Lands; Jon Mayes, Recreation Grants Manager; Mike Chuff, Financial Specialist; and 
Grant Coordinators: Charamy Cleary, Merrie Carlock, and Samantha Davis. 
 
Also participating were other interested parties. 
 

II. ADOPTION OF MINUTES FOR MEETING OF AUGUST 13, 2025. 
 

Chair Brown called for adoption of the minutes for the August 13, 2025, MNRTF Board 
meeting. 
 
MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR MACINNES, TO ADOPT 
THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 13, 2025, MNRTF BOARD MEETING. 
 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.  



 
 

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA FOR MEETING OF OCTOBER 15, 2025 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA FOR OCTOBER 15, 2025, BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, 
SUPPORTED BY MR. RUSTEM. 
 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
a. Chris Bunch, Executive Director, Six Rivers Land Conservancy 

 
Mr. Bunch commented on the stock market closing September 30 and encouraged the use 
of Conservation Easements with an option to purchase as an additional tool for 
conservation. 
 

b. Megan Eppley, Grant Coordinator, City of Big Rapids 
 

Ms. Eppley presented TF25-0043 an application to renovate trails in Clay Cliffs Natural Area. 
 

c. Ethan Jacobs, Interim Director, Eaton County Parks 
 
Mr. Jacobs presented TF25-0080 an acquisition application to expand and protect Lincoln 
Brick Park. 
 

d. Lisa Nocerini, City Manager, City of the Village of Douglas and Daniel DeFranco, Manager, 
Suagatuck Township 
 
Ms. Nocerini and Mr. DeFranco presented two trust fund applications for extending the Blue 
Star Trail; TF25-0088 and TF25-0121. 
 

e.   Andy Kenyon, Parks and Recreation, City of Holland 
 

Mr. Kenyon presented TF25-0051 an application to renovate trails in Van Raalte Farm park. 
 

f.   Jeff Abram, Clerk, Blue Lake Township 
 

Mr. Abram presented TF25-0096 an application to create an accessible trail at Grass Lake 
Park. 
 

g.   Kyle Karczewski, Director of Parks and Recreation, City of Muskegon 
 

Mr. Karczewski presented TF25-0221 an acquisition application to expand Hartshorn Park 
and Marina. 
 

h.   Peter DeBoer, Director of Donor Relations, Community Foundation for Muskegon County 
and Bob Lukens, Community Development Director of Muskegon County, provided a 
welcome statement at the introduction of the meeting. 

  



 
i.  Kim Karn, Executive Director and Rory Thibault, Land Partnerships Manager, Land 

Conservancy of West Michigan 
 

Mr. Thibault spoke in favor of several West Michigan applications, including TF25-0135 and 
TF25-0174. 
 
Chair Brown called for a 10-minute recess at 10:08 a.m. 
 
Chair Brown called the meeting back from recess at 10:18 a.m. 

 
j.   Daniel DeFranco, Manager, Saugatuck Township 
 

Mr. DeFranco gave an update on the acquisition proposal TF25-0037. 
 

k.   Bob Eder, Friends of the Blue Star Trail 
 

Mr. Eder spoke in support of both applications for the Blue Star Trail TF25-0088 and  
TF25-0121. 
 

l.   Michael White, Resident, Beverly Hills 
 

Mr. White thanked the Board for a successful acquisition in Beverly Hills. 
 

m.   Ben Swayze, Director, Kent County Parks 
 

Mr. Swayze presented the Board with the Grand River Greenway plan and spoke to the 
numerous trail connections including the Lowell connection. 
 

n.   Todd Olson, Trustee, Cannon Township 
 

Mr. Olson presented TF25-0179 a trail in Cannon Township. 
 

o.   Julie Clark, CEO, TART Trails 
 

Ms. Clark updated the Board on the three-mile trail progress and supported TF25-0132 
(East Bay Township). 
 

p.   Glen Chown, Executive Director, Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy 
 

Presented acquisition application TF25-0007 for the Village of Elberta on behalf of Jennifer 
Wilkins, Village President. 
 
Chair Brown asked for any additional public comments. 
 
None were offered. 

 
  



V. PRESENTATIONS FROM 2025 DNR GRANT APPLICANTS 
 

a.   Opening Remarks, Scott Whitcomb, DNR Public Lands Director 
 
Mr. Whitcomb provided information on the DNR internal application process and the public 
land strategy. 
 
Questions by the Board were addressed during the presentations. 

 
b. Kerry Heckman, Forest Land Administrator, DNR Forest Resources Division 
 

1. TF25-0222, Turtle Lake Property Acquisition (Otsego County) 
Grant request amount: $5,000,000.00 

2. TF25-0173, Sunset & Dawn Lakes Acquisition (Menominee County) 
Grant request amount: $2,000,000.00 

 
c. Chad Fedewa, Public Land Specialist, DNR Wildlife Division 

 
1. TF25-0135, Southwest Michigan Hunting and Recreation Land Consolidation 

Acquisition (Southwest Lower Peninsula) 
Grant request amount: $2,000,000.00 

2. TF25-0174, Muskegon State Game Area Land Consolidation Acquisition (Newaygo 
County) 
Grant request amount: $1,600,000.00 

 
d. Matt Lincoln, Land Specialist and Grant Coordinator, DNR Parks and Recreation Division 

 
1. TF25-0122, Keweenaw Heartlands Acquisition (Keweenaw County) 

Grant request amount: $6,500,000.00 
2. TF25-0143, Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park Addition (Gogebic County) 

Grant request amount: $1,500,000.00 
3. TF25-0128, Elmdale to Lowell Trail Acquisition (Kent County) 

Grant request amount: $1,500,000.00 
4. TF25-0078, Belleville Lake West Boating Access Site Redevelopment (Wayne 

County) 
Grant request amount: $350,000.00 

5. TF25-0101, Countyline Boating Access Site Redevelopment (Luce County) 
Grant request amount: $400,000.00 

6. TF25-0075, Copper Harbor State Harbor Seawall and Binwall Upgrade (Keweenaw 
County) 
Grant request amount: $400,000.00 

7. TF25-0119, Hayes Campground Accessibility and Contact Station (Lenawee County) 
Grant request amount: $400,000.00 

8. TF25-0150, Twin Lakes State Park Road and Parking Lot Reconstruction (Houghton 
County) 
Grant request amount: $400,000.00 
 

  



e. Gary Jones, Shooting Sports, Recruitment, and Retention Manager, Marketing and 
Outreach Division 
 

1. TF25-0120, Barry Shooting Range Development (Barry County) 
Grant request amount: $200,000.00 

2. TF25-0178, Echo Point Shooting Range Development (Allegan County) 
Grant request amount: $200,000.00 
 

f. Sandra Clark, Director, Michigan History Center 
1. TF25-0106, White Pine Trail Heritage and Signage Project (Wexford County) 

Grant request amount: $280,000.00 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Director’s Update – Director Scott Bowen 
 
Director Bowen announced that an off-duty Conservation Officer was among the first 
responders in the recent Grand Blanc shooting and praised how much our Law Enforcement 
staff serve and protect our communities. The Director announced the Trust Fund bill had 
been signed and indicated that education of our legislature is something he is constantly 
working on. He introduced Chris Semrinec, DNR Legislative Liaison to discuss the passing 
of the budget and its impact on the DNR.  

 
b. MNRTF Staff Activity – Jon Mayes 

 
Mr. Mayes reported that the Grant Coordinators were working on final scoring for all 
recreation applications and will be issuing the project agreements for all 2024 recommended 
projects. 
 

c. Board Representation at the Legislative Convening Meeting – Jon Mayes  
 
Mr. Mayes discussed the details of the legislative convening meeting and who  
from the Board traditionally attends the meeting. 
 
MOVED BY CHAIR BROWN, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR MACINNES, TO HAVE  
DIRECTOR BOWEN AND CHAIR RUSTEM REPRESENT THE BOARD IN THE  
UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE CONVENING MEETING. 
 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 

 
d. Withdrawal of Projects – Jon Mayes 

 
Mr. Mayes presented the two projects that requested withdrawal per the Board memo. 

 
MOVED BY MR. RUSTEM, SUPPORTED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, TO ACCEPT THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF TF17-0202 and TF21-0087. 
 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 

 
e. MNRTF 50th Anniversary Planning Update – Jon Mayes  

 
Mr. Mayes indicated that production of video scripts and promotional materials is underway 
with funding secured from the Mott Foundation and the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation.  

 



VII. BOARD PACKET REFERENCE MATERIALS 
 

Chair Brown reminded the Board that all remaining reports are contained in the Board’s 
packet of materials. 
 
Chair Brown asked the Board if they had any questions or discussion about the remaining 
meeting materials. 
 
None were offered. 

 
VIII. OTHER MATTERS AS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD 

 
Chair Brown asked for any other matters properly brought before the Board. 
 
None were offered. 

 
IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Chair Brown announced that the next meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund Board is scheduled for 9:00 A.M., Wednesday, December 10, 2025, in Lansing. 
 
Chair Brown asked for any additional announcements from the Board.  
 
None were offered. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Chair Brown called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY VICE-CHAIR MACINNES, TO 
ADJOURN. 
 
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:12 pm 
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