MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
DRAFT MINUTES

Location: MSU Veterinary Diagnostic Center
Lansing, Michigan

Date: October 16, 2024
Time: 9:00 AM

Chair Rustem called the meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)
Board of Trustees (Board) to order at 9:04 a.m., Wednesday, October 16, 2024, and welcomed
everyone to the meeting.

INTRODUCTIONS

Present for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board (Board):

Mr. Bill Rustem, Chair; from Alaiedon Township, Ingham County

Dr. Brandy Brown, Vice-Chair; from the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County
Mr. Steve Hamp, from the City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County

Mr. Scott Bowen, DNR Director; from the City of Grand Rapids, Kent County

Absent for the board:
Ms. Chris Maclnnes; from the Village of Beulah, Benzie County

Present for the Department of Natural Resources (DNR):

Dan Lord, Finance and Operations Division Chief; Jolene Haines, Communications
Specialist; Clay Summers, Grants Management Section Manager; Jon Mayes,
Recreation Grants Unit Manager; Mike Chuff, Financial Specialist; Grant Coordinators:
Charamy Cleary, Merrie Carlock, Kelsey Dietz, and Riley Millard.

Also participating were other interested parties.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES FOR MEETING OF AUGUST 14, 2024.

Chair Rustem called for adoption of the minutes for the August 14, 2024, MNRTF Board
meeting.

MOVED BY MR. HAMP, SUPPORTED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, TO ADOPT THE
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 14, 2024, MNRTF BOARD MEETING.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA FOR MEETING OF OCTOBER 16, 2024

Chair Rustem called for adoption of the agenda for the October 16, 2024, MNRTF Board
meeting.

MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY MR. HAMP, TO ADOPT THE
AGENDA FOR THE OCTOBER 16, 2024, MNRTF BOARD MEETING.



MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

PUBLIC COMMENT

a)

f)

Chris Bunch, Executive Director, Six Rivers Land Conservancy

Mr. Bunch thanked the Board and staff for their work. He encouraged the Board to
consider spending more than the 2%, as set by policy, when awarding grants for the
2024 MNRTF application cycle. He emphasized the importance to fund acquisition
projects and highlighted the need for more public land in Southeast Michigan.

Jonathan Jarosz, Executive Director, Heart of the Lakes

Mr. Jarosz thanked the Board for their time in Traverse City at the August MNRTF
Board Tour. He invited the Board to the City of Detroit in June of 2025 on behalf of
the Detroit Parks Coalition; as well as to the City of Muskegon in October 2025 on
behalf of Muskegon County, City of Muskegon and the local community foundation.

Glen Chown, Executive Director, Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy

Mr. Chown spoke in support of adding tribal entities as eligible applicants to the
MNRTF grant program and using conservation and public access easements more
for MNRTF projects.

Adam Zettel, City Manager, Swartz Creek

Mr. Zettel spoke in support of TF24-0061 Otterburn Park Restoration and on the
positive impact the project would have on the community.

Amy Trotter, CEO, Michigan United Conservation Clubs

Ms. Trotter spoke in support of DNR — Wildlife Division’s TF24-0028 and TF24-0117
applications. She also encouraged assessing the Upper Peninsula for potential
locations to conserve critical deeryards (Deer Wintering Complex).

Nicole Fischer, Executive Director, mParks

Ms. Fischer invited the MNRTF Board to the mParks Trade Show at the Grand
Traverse Resort on March 3-6 of 2025.

Chair Rustem asked for any additional public comments.

None were offered.
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VI.

PRESENTATIONS: 2024 DNR GRANT APPLICATIONS

a) Opening Remarks — Scott Whitcomb, DNR Office of Public Lands Director

Mr. Whitcomb provided information on the current DNR Land Strategy Plan. He also
provided an overview of the Michigan the Beautiful initiative and its goal to preserve
30% of public lands by 2030 and the DNR’s efforts to accomplish that goal.

b) Forest Legacy Program — Kerry Heckman, Forest Land Administrator, DNR Forest
Resources Division

Mrs. Heckman provided an overview of the Forest Legacy Program (FLP); including
its structure and how it is utilized. She noted how the program received $700 million
via the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and explained the details of that additional
funding. Mrs. Heckman also covered current projects that combine FLP and MNRTF
funding.

Questions from the Board were addressed during each presentation.

c) Kerry Heckman, Forest Land Administrator, DNR Forest Resources Division

1.

2.

TF24-0179, Little Huron River Acquisition (Marquette County)

Grant request amount: $1,175,000

TF24-0180, Michigamme Highlands (Marquette, Baraga and Iron Counties)
Grant request amount: $4,200,000

d) Earl Flegler, Public Land Matters Biologist, DNR Wildlife Division

1.

2.

3.

4.

TF24-0119, Muskegon State Game Area Acquisition (Muskegon County)
Grant request amount: $595,000

TF24-0120, Sturgeon River Sloughs Wildlife Management Area Acquisition
(Houghton County)

Grant request amount: $440,000

TF24-0118, Cornish State Game Area Acquisition (Van Buren County)
Grant request amount: $1,140,000

TF24-0117, Southeastern Michigan Regional Sprint Land Consolidation
(Oakland County)

Grant request amount: $2,000,000

e) Matt Lincoln, Land Specialist and Grant Coordinator, DNR Parks and Recreation
Division

1.

2.

3.

4.

TF24-0105, Waterloo Recreation Area Addition (Jackson County)

Grant request amount: $1,000,000

TF24-0144, Pinckney Recreation Area Addition (Livingston County)
Grant request amount: $1,300,000

TF24-0140, Lake Michigan Adventure Canopy Tour Phase 2 (Muskegon
County)

Grant request amount: $400,000

TF24-0103, Grand Traverse Greenway Development (Genesee County)
Grant request amount: $300,000
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TF24-0109, Detroit River Boating Access Site Development (Wayne County)
Grant request amount: $400,000

TF24-0127, Whitefish Point State Harbor Redevelopment (Chippewa County)
Grant request amount: $400,000

TF24-0133, Nakwema Regional Trail Development (Charlevoix County)
Grant request amount: $400,000

TF24-0141, Black River Bridge Replacement — High Country Pathway
(Otsego County)

Grant request amount: $400,000

Chair Rustem called for a 5-minute recess at 10:50 a.m.

Chair Rustem called the meeting back from recess at 10:58 a.m.

VILI.

f) Paul Stowe, Hatchery Manager, DNR Fisheries Division

1.

TF24-0114, Platte River State Fish Hatchery Accessibility and Education
(Benzie County)
Grant request amount: $400,000

g) Sandra Clark, Director, Michigan History Center

1.

TF24-0191, Hartwick Pines Old Growth, New Interpretive Life
(Crawford County)
Grant request amount: $400,000

h) Earl Flegler, Public Land Matters Biologist, DNR Wildlife Division

1.

2.

TF24-0116, Boyle Lake Boating Access Site Improvements (Berrien County)
Grant request amount: $90,000

TF24-0028, Crystal Waters State Game Area Access Development

(Monroe County)

Grant request amount: $400,000

NEW BUSINESS

a) Director’s Update — Director Bowen

Director Bowen discussed upcoming efforts during Legislative lame duck session for
fee increases, including the Recreation Passport “Opt-Out” proposal.

b) Update on MNRTF Staff Activities — Clay Summers

Mr. Summers covered current staff activities, including the current status of 2024
grant applications, upcoming MNRTF 50-year anniversary, and a change in the login
process for the DNR’s Grant Management Software (MiGrants).

Chair Rustem noted the importance of the MNRTF 50" Anniversary to help promote
the Trust Fund and renew the public’s knowledge of the program.
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c)

Board Representation at the Legislative Convening Meeting — Clay Summers

Mr. Summers discussed the details of the legislative convening meeting and who
from the Board traditionally attends the meeting.

MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY DR. BROWN, TO HAVE
DIRECTOR BOWEN AND CHAIR RUSTEM REPRESENT THE BOARD IN THE
UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE CONVENING MEETING.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.
Withdrawal of Projects — Jon Mayes

a) TF16-0054 — Copper Harbor Trail System Access Project
(Keweenaw County)
$248,300

b) TF19-0173 — Flat Rock Boat Launch Improvements (Wayne County)
$300,000

c) TF22-0135 - Crow Island State Game Area Addition (Bay County)
$1,300,000

d) TF23-0070 — Village of Lexington Harbor Parcel (Sanilac County)
$300,000

e) TF23-0184 — Nature Preserve Expansion (Oakland County)
$890,000

Mr. Mayes provided an overview of the projects requesting withdrawal. Chair Rustem
called to accept all the withdrawals discussed.

MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY MR. HAMP TO ACCEPT THE
WITHDRAWALS OF TF16-0054, TF19-0173, TF22-0135, TF23-0070, AND
TF23-0184.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.
Scoring Criteria Recommendation — Clay Summers

Mr. Summers provided an overview of staff efforts to review and adjust grant scoring
criteria and provided staff recommendations for those changes.

MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY DR. BROWN TO ACCEPT
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS TO MNRTF APPLICATION SCORING CHANGES.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

Mr. Summers provided an overview of current board priorities and proposed changes
to the scoring categories within those priorities.

MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY MR. HAMP TO ACCEPT

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES TO MNRTF BOARD PRIORITY
SCORING CATEGORIES.
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MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

f) DRAFT Past Due Grant Policy — Clay Summers
Mr. Summers provided draft language for a past due grant Board policy that would
make provision for grantees to present to the Board if a grant is not closed within 4
years of its award.
Mr. Hamp offered an amendment to the Board policy language to include a clause
that allows the Board to recommend extension or withdrawal at the time of the
grantee’s presentation.

MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY DR. BROWN TO ACCEPT
THE DRAFT LANGUAGE AS AMENDED.

MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.
VIll.  BOARD PACKET REFERENCE MATERIALS

Chair Rustem reminded the Board that all remaining reports are contained in the Board’s
packet of materials.

Chair Rustem asked the Board if they had any questions or discussion about the
remaining meeting materials.

None were offered.
IX. OTHER MATTERS AS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD
None were offered.
X. ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chair Rustem asked for any additional announcements from the Board.
None were offered.
XI. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Rustem called for a motion to adjourn.
MOVED BY DIRECTOR BOWEN, SUPPORTED BY DR. BROWN, TO ADJOURN.
MOTION PASSED WITHOUT DISSENTING VOTE.

Meeting adjourned at 12:08 p.m.
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