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Message from DNR Director Scott Bowen and MNRTF Chairman William Rustem 

This was an exciting year to be a part of the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund Board of Trustees, continuing a perpetual 
legacy of providing funding for important land acquisitions and 
development of numerous recreational projects vitally important 
to people and communities across the state.

The Board met six times in 2024 and during the months of June, 
August and October to review and discuss projects and land 
acquisitions proposed for funding.

“With it being my first full year on the board, I was excited to hear 
about so many wonderful ideas for projects and acquisitions that 

have the ability to transform or conserve special places in Michigan,” said Michigan Department of Natural Resources Director 
Scott Bowen. “The most difficult part of all of this is deciding which proposals to grant funding to with limited dollars but no 
shortage of worthwhile and imaginative plans brought to us by local units of government.”  
 
To that end, the board reviewed and updated the scoring criteria for Trust Fund grant awards.

“This included both internal and external stakeholder discussions to gather information around improving accessibility, how 
we measure financial needs of our applicants, as well as the board priorities,” said William R. Rustem, chairman of the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund Board of Trustees.  “I really appreciated the contributions and viewpoints of all involved in this 
process, understanding it is always a larger undertaking to gather input from multiple agencies, partners and internal staff.”
Rustem was especially engaged in a review of the board’s priority areas, which resulted in several meaningful changes 
approved to reflect his efforts.

Since being established in 1976, during our nation’s bicentennial year, the Trust Fund has granted more than $1.3 billion for 
recreation projects and land acquisitions throughout each of Michigan’s 83 counties.
 
The number of Trust Fund-assisted projects over those almost five decades of effort total nearly 3,000. Local units of 
government contribute matching funds to the projects and purchases providing important investment, joint ownership and 
pride in the results of these collaborative efforts.

“As always, the impact that these combined funds have on preserving our outdoor spaces, creating places where residents 
want to live, work and play and visitors want to enjoy is tremendous,” Bowen said. “There is additional significant positive 
economic impact for local communities and Michigan as a whole. The Trust Fund is a great idea that keeps getting better  
and better.”

Mr. Rustem was key during the administration of Gov. William Milliken in drafting the bipartisan legislation that would create 
the Kammer Fund, the predecessor of the Trust Fund.

“Back then, the bill directed royalties from sale and lease of underground minerals, including oil and gas, into the Kammer 
Fund on behalf of Michigan residents,” Rustem said. “In an idea still unique to Michigan, money from the fund was used to 
purchase and improve public lands for recreation and conservation purposes.”

After nearly 50 years of investment, creating a towering legacy of positive change and improvement for all Michigan’s 
residents and visitors, the rest – they say – is history.
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Grant awards (dollars) Number of grants
Application Year Acquisition Development Total Acquisition Development Total
2014 18,249,900 6,479,600 24,729,500 25 44 69 

2015 19,926,000 8,031,200 27,957,200 26 44 70 

2016 27,670,800 19,940,100 47,610,900 27 87  114 

2017 28,852,900 21,014,000 49,866,900 34 97 131

2018 18,650,600 7,393,400 26,044,000 30 34 64  

2019 17,199,800 11,500,000 28,699,800 18 60 78

2020 27,289,600 10,500,000 37,789,600 30 46 76

2021 22,299,700 23,292,500 45,592,200 22 95 117

2022 15,003,500 8,302,700 23,306,200 15 30 45

2023 17,518,500 9,820,600 27,339,100 18 35 53

Total 212,661,300 126,274,100 338,935,400 245 572 817

Trust Fund history

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund was established under the Kammer Recreational Land Trust Fund Act of 1976 to provide 
a permanent funding source for the public acquisition of land for resource protection and public outdoor recreation. Funding was 
provided by revenue derived from royalties on the sale and lease of state-administered oil, gas and mineral rights. 
 
In 1984, the Trust Fund was expanded to allow funding development of public land. Per the Michigan Constitution, the maximum 
amount of accumulation of nonrenewable mineral royalties in the Trust Fund is $500 million. This level was reached in 2011 and 
represents the permanent investment corpus. Today, the Trust Fund functions as a permanent endowment which funds grants, 
administration and payments in lieu of taxes to local government. 
 
With the passage of Proposal 1 in 2020, the Trust Fund board is now able to exercise greater flexibility in balancing funding between 
acquisition and development projects. This allows the board to respond to the state’s changing recreation needs by acting more 
nimbly in its annual project selections. That’s because acquisition and development grants each receive a minimum of 25% of total 
funding, allowing the remaining 50% to go toward either acquisition or development projects based on the greatest needs and 
benefits, rather than a stipulated amount. 
 
The Trust Fund has awarded over $1.3 billion in grants to local units of government and state agencies for projects throughout 
all 83 Michigan counties. Of this total, $289 million has been invested in trails. In excess of 1,000 public parks have been acquired, 
developed or both. Other projects funded have included ballfields, boating access sites, trailheads, restrooms and other amenities, 
for a total of 2,930 Trust Fund-assisted projects since 1976. To learn more about the Trust Fund visit Michigan.gov/MNRTF.

10-year grant history

Local and state acquisition and development projects, 1976-2023

State: $46,600,110 

Acquisitions

Local: $451,054,627

State: $566,858,308

Total: 
$1,017,912,935  

Total acquisitions: 1,432  for $1,017,912,935 

Developments

Total: 
$338,341,788  

Local: $291,741,678  

Total developments: 1,498 for $338,341,788

Total acquisitions and developments:  2,930  for $1,356,254,723  2
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2024 MNRTF Board recommendations - development projects

*Iron Belle Trail projects
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Trust Fund Board
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board of Trustees, authorized by Public Act 451 of 1994, is composed of five members, 
including the director of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources or a member of the Michigan Natural Resources Commission, 
and four state residents appointed by the governor. The resident members serving in 2024 were Dr. Brandy Brown of Comstock, 
Christina MacInnes of Beulah, Steven Hamp of Ann Arbor and William R. Rustem of Mason. Scott Bowen represented the DNR as director. 
Board priorities for 2024 included land and water trails along with regionally significant projects.

County Grantee Project Award
Alger Munising Township McQuisten Recreational Area Renovation $300,000

Antrim Village of Central Lake Lake Street Fishing Pier Development $237,500

Antrim Village of Central Lake Thurston Park Improvements - Kayak Launch $193,700

Arenac City of Au Gres Au Gres Riverfront Campground Improvements $400,000

Benzie DNR - Fisheries Division Platte River State Fish Hatchery Accessibility and Education $400,000

Benzie Village of Thompsonville Thompsonville Multi-Use Trailhead and Campground $276,600

Berrien City of Buchanan Riverfront Park Boat Launch Improvements $231,000

Berrien DNR - Wildlife Division Boyle Lake Boating Access Site Improvements $90,000

Berrien Lincoln Charter Township Lincoln Township Beach Improvements $350,000

Berrien New Buffalo Township Marquette Greenway Development $300,000

Branch City of Bronson Bronson Rail Trail $387,600

Branch City of Coldwater Rotary Park Pavilion and Fishing Dock $400,000

Calhoun City of Battle Creek Bailey Park Restroom Facility $290,800

Calhoun Calhoun County Historic Bridge Park Accessibility Improvements $400,000

Calhoun Calhoun County North Branch Park Boat Launch Renovation $222,000

Calhoun City of Springfield Springfield Memorial Park Improvements $257,500

Cass City of Dowagiac South Front Street Park Renovation $300,000

Charlevoix City of Boyne City Boyne City Park Improvements $322,000

Charlevoix DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Nakwema Trail Development $400,000

Chippewa DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Whitefish Point State Harbor Redevelopment $400,000

Crawford DNR - Michigan Historical Center Hartwick Pines Old Growth Exhibit Development $400,000

Eaton Delta Charter Township Delta Mills Park to Hawk Meadow Park Pathway $400,000

Eaton City of Grand Ledge Grand Ledge Ball Park Improvements $346,500

Genesee DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Grand Traverse Greenway Development $300,000

Genesee Flushing Township Nature Park Kayak Launch $207,200

Genesee Mundy Charter Township Mundy Miracle Commons Accessible Playscape and Improvements $400,000

Genesee City of Swartz Creek Otterburn Park Infrastructure Improvements $290,000

Gogebic City of Wakefield Eddy Park Campground - Camper Shelters Project $274,200

Grand Traverse East Bay Township 3-Mile Trail Extension $400,000

Grand Traverse Grand Traverse County Ottaway Crossing Footbridge $400,000

Hillsdale Hillsdale County Lewis Emery Park Development $255,500

Houghton Calumet Charter Township Swedetown Chalet Renovation and Trail Addition $400,000

Ingham City of Lansing Frances River Lot Improvements $400,000

Ionia City of Belding Central Riverside Park Improvements $397,500

Ionia City of Ionia Steele Park Development $400,000

Iosco Alabaster Township Lake Huron Coastal Preserve - Accessibility Improvements $191,000

Iosco Oscoda Charter Township Oscoda Beach Park Boardwalk and Beach Access Improvements $400,000

Iron Crystal Falls Township * Heritage Trail Extension to Bewabic State Park $215,000

Isabella City of Mt. Pleasant Mid Michigan Pathway Extension $400,000

Jackson Jackson County Minard Mills Park Renovation  $200,000



Development projects continued

A list of all MNRTF projects, 1976 to present, is available online at Michigan.gov/MNRTF.

2024 MNRTF Board recommendations - acquisition projects
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County Grantee Project Award
Kalamazoo City of Portage Austin Lake Trail Project $400,000

Kent Caledonia Charter Township Patterson Avenue and 76th Street Pathway Project $400,000

Kent City of Grand Rapids Bike Park Development $300,000

Kent Kent County Johnson Park Development $400,000

Kent Kent County Two Rivers Park River Access $400,000

Kent City of Kentwood Rondo Station Improvements $300,000

Kent Village of Sparta Rogue River Park Development $281,400

Keweenaw Eagle Harbor Township Eagle Harbor Beach Accessibility Project $83,700

Macomb City of Eastpointe Spindler Park Improvements $350,400

Macomb City of Warren Shaw Park Playground and Cricket Field $400,000

Mason Mason County Mason County Picnic Area Trail and Trailhead Improvements $400,000

Mason Pere Marquette Charter Township Pere Marquette Conservation Entry and Trail Project $400,000

Mecosta Mecosta County School Section Lake Bathhouse and Playground Renovation $400,000

Monroe DNR - Wildlife Division Crystal Waters State Game Area Access Development $400,000

Muskegon DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Lake Michigan Adventure Canopy Tour Addition $400,000

Oakland City of Birmingham Booth Park Entry and Trail Improvements $400,000

Otsego DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Black River Bridge Replacement - High Country Pathway $400,000

Ottawa Ottawa County Idema Explorers Trail Eastmanville Connector Project $400,000

Ottawa Park Township Winstrom Park Trails and Natural Area Improvements $326,700

Presque Isle Presque Isle County Ocqueoc Outdoor Center - Dock and Path Improvements $144,300

Roscommon Lake Township Lake Township Park Development $400,000

Van Buren Village of Decatur Red Woolfe Park Improvements $307,300

Washtenaw Ann Arbor Charter Township Dixboro Road Pathway Connection $300,000

Washtenaw City of Dexter Mill Creek Park Enhancements $400,000

Wayne City of Detroit Clark Park - Joe Louis Greenway $250,000

Wayne City of Detroit Intervale-Roselawn Playground -Joe Louis Greenway $400,000

Wayne DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Detroit River Boating Access Site Renovation $400,000

Wexford Colfax Township Barnes Memorial Park Improvements $224,000

County Grantee Project Award
Alger City of Munising Munising Bay Overlook Acquisition $619,000

Genesee City of Burton * City of Burton Community Park Acquisition $1,275,000

Genesee City of Grand Blanc * Jewel Golf Course Acquisition $1,500,000

Houghton DNR - Wildlife Division Sturgeon River Sloughs Acquisition $440,000

Jackson DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Waterloo Recreation Area Addition $1,000,000

Kent City of Kentwood Lamberts Trail Park Acquisition $129,100

Livingston DNR - Parks and Recreation Division Pinckney Recreation Area Addition $1,300,000

Macomb Chesterfield Township Jefferson Wetland Preserve Acquisition $560,000

Manistee City of Manistee Man-Made Lake Parcel Acquisition $94,000

Marquette DNR - Forest Resources Division Little Huron River Acquisition $1,175,000

Marquette DNR - Forest Resources Division Michigamme Highlands Conservation Easement Acquisition $4,200,000

Muskegon DNR - Wildlife Division Muskegon State Game Area Acquisition $595,000

Oakland DNR - Wildlife Division Southeastern Michigan Regional Sprint Land Consolidation $2,000,000

Oakland Oakland County Turtle Woods Nature Preserve Acquisition $2,175,000

Saginaw Thomas Township Roberts Park Expansion Acquisition $48,000

Van Buren DNR - Wildlife Division Cornish State Game Area Acquisition $1,140,000

Washtenaw City of Chelsea Main Street Park Project Acquisition $1,012,500

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79134_81684_79209_81657---,00.html


The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund was created to provide perpetual outdoor recreation benefits for the 
people of Michigan for current and future generations. The positive effects of the Trust Fund help Michigan’s 
economy by:

•	 Leveraging other public and private funding.
•	 Providing a sense of place for local communities to support tourism.
•	 Connecting communities locally and regionally through trails.

Enhancing communities, helping citizens
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Financial summary

Interest earnings and income:	  $108.5 million

Operating expenditures: $2.5 million

Property taxes paid on
state land purchased: 		 $2.6 million

Acquisition project recommendations:	 $19.2 million

Development project recommendations:          $22.5 million
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Understanding how the Trust Fund works

In May 2011, the corpus of the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund reached $500 million and, in 
accordance with the Michigan Constitution, the funding 
formula of the Trust Fund changed significantly. New 
revenue from state-owned oil, gas and other mineral 
production stopped being deposited into the Trust Fund 
and started to be deposited in the State Park Endowment 
Fund. Funds available for grants from the Trust Fund, as 
well as payments in lieu of taxes and administrative costs, 
now come from interest and earnings on these  
invested funds.  

The Michigan Department of Treasury manages the 
investment of the corpus to ensure grants will continue 
to be available. Adequate fund reserves are present 
to withstand variations in the market and to allow for 
continued stability in the fund. This strategy will maintain 
a vital Trust Fund for years to come. The estimated fiscal 
year 2024 ending investment balance of the Trust Fund is 
$689.6 million.

Front: Rotary Island Park, Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa County. 

Back: Sparks County Park, City of Jackson, Jackson County.

About the cover photos

Herbert W. Steih Memorial Park, Kawkawlin, Bay County



Learn more about the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund at Michigan.gov/MNRTF. 

Stay current on the latest Trust Fund news and other DNR information by subscribing to 
email updates. Visit Michigan.gov/DNREmail to sign up.  

Questions: 517-28 GRANT (517-284-7268) or DNR-Grants@Michigan.gov.
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