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MICHIGAN STATE PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES – December 11, 2024 
 

Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
Date: December 11, 2024 

Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 

 
Present for MSPAC 

Chuck Nelson, Vice Chair; Clinton County 
Jim Bradley; Ontonagon County 
Chris Graham; Washtenaw County 
Colin Pearson; Ingham County 
Carol Rose; Montmorency County 
Mike McDonald; Ingham County 

 
Absent 

Julie Clark  
Ann Conklin 
Mary Pitcher 
Nichole Fisher 
  

Present for the Department of Natural Resources 
Ron Olson, Chief 
Jacklin Blodgett 
Jason Fleming 
Scott Pratt 
Michael Desnoyer 
Matt Lincoln 
Deb Jensen 
Barbara Graves 
 

Call to Order 
 
Vice Chair Nelson began the meeting at 2:05 p.m. and began with the 
information only items as there was not a quorum present. 
 
Information Only 
 
Chief Olson informed the members of the passing of committee member 
Robert Hoffmeyer, and Karis Floyd, Belle Isle Park Manager.   
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Chief Olson gave an update on the three recreation bills: HB 5428, HB5873, 
and HB 6219 that went through the committee on Natural Resources, 
Environment, Tourism and Outdoor Recreation last Thursday.  The bills are for 
the Recreation Passport opt-out, a modification in the revenue distribution 
formula, and allowing for free entry to state parks and boating access sites for 
veterans or active military personnel.  The three bills may be voted on today in 
the House.  He also informed the group that all of the Trust Fund applications 
that were submitted were approved. 
 
Vice Chair Nelson expressed concern that because the three bills were not 
tie-barred together, there is a potential to lose participation and funding, and 
that the committee members should have been invited to participate in the 
legislative discussions.  Other members expressed the same concerns.   
 
With the addition of Member McDonald, a quorum was established at 2:23 
p.m. of the 10 members currently serving.  Vice Chair Nelson officially called 
the meeting to order. 
 
Action Items 
 
Vice Chair Nelson then asked for a motion to approve the October 16, 2024, 
meeting minutes.  The motion was moved by Colin Pearson, supported by 
Mike McDonald, and passed unanimously. 
 
Vice Chair Nelson then asked for a motion to approve the 2025 Proposed 
Meeting Dates.  The motion was moved by Jim Bradley, supported by Carol 
Rose, and passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting continued with Matt Lincoln, Park Planner, who provided 
highlights of the Hartwick Pines Phase 2 General Management Plan, which 
included addressing some of the infrastructure, wildfire litigation and 
stewardship related activities.  Some discussion and questions took place. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Dr. Tayo Moss, Policy & Program Officer, Michigan Health Endowment Fund, 
spoke on opportunities to partner and support the work and enhancing 
access to the state parks.   
 
Member Comments 
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Vice Chair Nelson asked about how vacancies on the committee will be filled.  
Chief Olson said they will solicit candidates through a press release and that if 
they know of anyone who has interest to please let them know.   
 
Member Graham expressed his displeasure with how the opt-out bills were 
pushed through the political process with no communication with the 
committee.   
 
Member McDonald expressed the same displeasure with the process.  He 
recommended a few people as candidates to fill the committee vacancies.   
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:44 p.m. 
 
Next meeting February 19, 2025. 
 
 


