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Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
Date: June 13, 2024 

Time: 12:30 p.m. 
Location: Bay City State Park 

 
Present for MSPAC 

Julie Clark 
Chuck Nelson 
Chris Graham 
Bob Hoffmeyer 
Mike McDonald 
Ann Conklin 
Nichole Fisher 
Carol Rose 
Sarah Scheitz 
Virtual:  
  Jim Bradley; Ontonagon, Ontonagon County 

 
Absent: 

Mary Pitcher 
Colin Pearson 
 

Present for the Department of Natural Resources: 
Ron Olson, Chief 
Jason Fleming 
Vicki McGhee 
Deb Jensen 
Ray Fahlsing 
Kriss Bennett 
Scott Cook 
Barbara Graves 
 

Call to Order 
 
Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 12:33 p.m. and began with roll call.   
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Action 
 
Chair Clark asked for a motion of approval of the April 17, 2024, meeting 
minutes.  The motion was moved by Carol Rose, supported by Chris Graham, 
and passed unanimously.   
 
The next items on the agenda were the Indian Lake and Palms Book General 
Management Plans for approval.  Deb Jensen went through the plan 
highlights and some discussion took place.  Member Nelson said after future 
Stewardship Subcommittee meetings, the subcommittee will provide the full 
committee notes from the subcommittee meeting to streamline the process. 
 
MOTION: Member Clark then asked for a motion to approve Resolution  
06-2024-03 for the approval of the Indian Lake State Park General 
Management Plan.  The motion was moved by Chris Graham, supported by 
Chuck Nelson, and passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Member Clark then asked for a motion to approve Resolution  
06-2024-04 for the approval of the Palms Book General Management Plan.  
The motion was moved by Carol Rose, supported by Chris Graham, and 
passed unanimously. 
 
The next item on the agenda was recommendation of support for Land Use 
Order of the Director, Amendment No. 4, E bikes.  Chief Olson said the item 
was already discussed at a previous MSPAC meeting, and since that time, 
public input sessions have taken place.  The order would still be only for trails 
within the DNR that are currently permitted for bicycle usage.  It is on today’s 
NRC agenda for information only and will go before the NRC again in July for 
action, allowing 30 days for input.  During some discussions, Member Nelson 
suggested adding the word “significant” before “negative impacts” on the 
memo.  The group agreed.   
 
MOTION: Member Clark asked for a motion to approve Resolution  
06-2024-05 to recommend support of the Land Use Order of the Director, 
Amendment No. 4, with the addition of the word “significant” before 
“negative impacts” on the Memo to the Director.  The motion was moved by 
Member Nelson, supported by Member McDonald, and passed unanimously. 
 
Information Only  
 
The next item on the agenda was the Parks and Recreation Update.  Chief 
Olson said the opt-out has slowed down with the budget process.  The next 
step is to go before Conference Committee, which may take place at the end 
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of this month.  It may go to lame duck session and after elections.  Discussion 
took place on the future depending on its passage. 
 
In addition to the tour of the ARPA upgrades at Bay City State Park, which 
consists of the new sidewalks, parking lot and playground, Kriss Bennett, 
Development Unit Manager, gave an update on where the department is at 
with ARPA project funds.  Currently, $204M of the $273 has been allocated, 
with another $21M going through the process.  They are on target to have all 
of the money encumbered by the end of this calendar year and will have the 
last two years to spend it.   
 
Michael Farmer – Chair Clark read an e-mail that came to the committee 
from Mr. Farmer, who shared some opinions about Algonac State Park and 
had some questions about permits for e-bikes.  Jason Fleming, Regulatory 
Unit Manager, replied that he should reach out to the local park for permits.   
 
Member Conklin said it was a great tour.  Member Nelson said the tours and 
in-person meetings are beneficial and requested future areas that are being 
worked on, or where there is currently a management plan in process.   
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:07 p.m. 
 
Next regular meeting:  August 21, 2024 


