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MICHIGAN STATE PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES – October 16, 2024 
 

Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
Date: October 16, 2024 

Time: 1:00 p.m. 
Location: Virtual 

 
Present for MSPAC 

Julie Clark, Chair; Grand Traverse County 
Chuck Nelson; Ingham County 
Ann Conklin; Wayne County 
Chris Graham; Washtenaw County 
Bob Hoffmeyer; Oakland County 
Colin Pearson, Ingham County 
Carol Rose; Montmorency County 

 
Absent 

Jim Bradley 
Mike McDonald 
Mary Pitcher 
Nichole Fisher 
  

Present for the Department of Natural Resources 
Ron Olson, Chief 
Michael Desnoyer 
Vicki McGhee 
Jason Fleming 
Scott Pratt 
Tim Novak 
Kriss Bennett 
Tom Bissett 
Nicole Hill 
Melissa Sharp 
Chris Stark 
Barbara Graves 
 

Call to Order 
 
Member Conklin called the meeting to order at 1:09 p.m. and began with roll 
call.  Five members were present. 
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The meeting began with informational items, until a quorum could be 
established. 
 
Information Only 
 
Chief Olson began with an update on the opt-out and the revised proposed 
bill, of which will be picked up in the lame duck legislative period.  Some 
discussion took place, including questions about MNRTF grants received and 
the anticipated funding from the opt-out.  Chief Olson continued with an 
update on the proposed camping fees, which are still pending until after 
lame duck and the opt-out is completed. 
 
Outdoor Adventure Center (OAC) - Year in Review 
 
Missy Sharp, Director, OAC, gave a presentation on the OAC that included 
their mission, attendance numbers, room rentals, gift shop sales, 
memberships, field trips program, program participants, training, 
connections and vendors. 
 
A quorum was established at 1:40 p.m. 
 
Action Item 
 
Chair Clark asked for a motion to approve the August 7, 2024, meeting 
minutes.  The motion was moved by Chris Graham, supported by Chuck 
Nelson, and passed unanimously. 
 
Information Only continued 
 
Belle Isle Park Highlights 
 
Tom Bissett, Urban District Supervisor, gave a presentation on the park, 
including staff updates, Summer Youth Employment Program, park 
visitation, events, park capacity and management, structure improvements, 
planning and community engagement, ecological restoration, and the 
boathouse timeline for development proposals.  It was requested that the 
MSPAC members be sent information on the boathouse proposal special 
BIPAC meeting.   
 
Summer Youth Engagement Program 
 
Nicole Hill, Youth Engagement and Employment Coordinator, gave a 
presentation on the Summer Youth Engagement Program.  She covered the 
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program’s history, funding, benefits, overview, partner agencies, participation 
breakdown, activities, locations, skills obtained, certifications, outcomes, and 
program takeaways.   
 
ARPA Update 
 
Kriss Bennett, Development Unit Manager, updated the group on the status 
of ARPA projects.  Currently, there are 64 projects in construction, 25 projects 
completed, 81 in design/bid, and 31 paused; $137.70M encumbered, $102.75M 
actual expenditures.  Included was a list of completed projects, projects 
nearing completion, and projects starting this fall.   
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Member Comments 
 
Chuck Nelson said it is truly exceptional the way things are getting done, with 
the youth, with construction.  He is left stunned on how much things cost to 
fix on Belle Isle compared to the rest of the system, but he realizes it is a 
balancing act with all the parks.  He realizes it is a balancing act to get a lot of 
things done.  Staff are doing great work. 
 
Chair Clark apologized for the last minute change to a virtual-only meeting, 
and said it is great to get everyone in person when they get the chance.  She 
asked that members be sure to respond back to Barbara with confirmation of 
in person attendance when asked for.  They will work on a better way for a 
‘drop off’ timeframe if most cannot make it.   
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 
 
Next meeting December 11, 2024. 
 
 


