Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date: August 20, 2025
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Roll Call

Chuck Nelson, Vice Chair; Deschutes County, Oregon
Chris Graham; Washtenaw County

Carol Rose; Montmorency County

Mary Ann Heidemann; Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Traci Sincock; Wayne County

Jodee Raines; Wayne County

George Mesrey; Otsego County

Steve Yanni; Chippewa County

Absent

Julie Clark
Shannon Stover
Colin Pearson
Nichole Fisher

Present for the Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Division (PRD)

Kristen Kosick, Chief
Jacklin Blodgett
Vicki McGhee
Scott Pratt

Rich Hill

Nick Van Bloem
Shane Morse
Chris Stark
Matt Lincoln
Matt Schweda
Brittany Ruff
Barbara Graves

Meeting Minutes

Vice Chair Nelson called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. and started with roll call. A
guorum was present.

The next item on the agenda was the Waterloo Phase 2 General Management Plan. Matt
Lincoln, Park Planner, gave an overview of the plan. The plan was largely supported by the
Stewardship Subcommittee at their August 6, 2025 meeting. Some discussion took place
on the quarry and wayfinding signage and the plan was supported.



Parks chief Kristen Kosick then gave an update with a report on her first few months on the
job of which she reported visits to 36 parks throughout the state so far. She is actively
seeking a replacement for Assistant Chief Jacklin Blodgett’s position who will retire in
October, and also announced that Michael Desnoyer, Administrative Services Section
Chief, will be departing Parks for another position. She then reported on reservation data,
the camping fee increase, the focus on water safety, ARPA projects, the departmental
budget, and FEMA funding for the ice storm recovery for FY2025.

Chris Stark from the Regulatory Unit then gave an Incident Management Team report on
the northern Michigan ice storm recovery effort. PRD had 19 state parks, 54 state forest
campgrounds, 162 boating access sites, and over 3,200 miles of trails that were impacted.
Teams have been out since day one, working hard to clean up debris and damage left by
the storm. They managed to get all the state parks open by May 15. There is still over 1,000
miles of trail to be cleared. PRD had 340 people participate in the cleanup. He then
presented the Ice Storm Recovery dashboard. For statewide resources related to the ice
storm, visit Michigan.gov/IceStorm.

Rich Hill, Gaylord District Supervisor, then spoke on the ice storm and staff efforts. He
emphasized the impact on the local staff, some of whom were without power themselves
for several days. Out of his entire district, he had one state park that had electricity.
Communication, travel, and obtaining essentials was difficult. He gave appreciation to the
staff who performed a monumental amount of work. The next steps are to clear the rest of
the trails and open the state forest campgrounds.

Chief Kosick displayed the special tribute proclamation from the governor that was
presented to DNR staff for the ice storm recovery efforts.

There was no public comment.

Vice Chair Nelson said there has been no communication from the department on next
steps as far as legislative outreach.

Member Sincock said she has regular communication with her local legislators and they
are both in support of park systems and sustainability.

Member Yanni said he was at the Lower Falls at Tahquamenon and that the changes at the
Portage site were removed to add larger sites. Given the size of equipment, he thinks this
might be the norm and he is glad to see that the facilities are being revised to reflect the
current needs. He said the staff there continues to be “top shelf” and it’s good to see the
extremely high standards with PRD staff.

Vice Chair Nelson said to look for the poll about the retreat for late October or early
November.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m.
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