Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date: October 22, 2025
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Location: Virtual

Roll Call

Julie Clark, Chair; Grand Traverse County
Chris Graham, Washtenaw County

Colin Pearson, Ingham County

Nichole Fisher, Ingham County

Mary Ann Heidemann, Presque Isle County
George Mesrey, Otsego County

Steve Yanni, Chippewa County

Carol Rose, Montmorency County

Absent

Chuck Nelson
Shannon Stover
Traci Sincock
Jodee Raines

Present for the Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Division (PRD)

Kristen Kosick, Chief
Tom Bissett

Vicki McGhee

Jason Fleming

Scott Pratt

Kriss Bennett

Buffy Coulter
Brittany Ruff

Deb Jensen

Barbara Graves

Meeting Minutes

Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m. and started with roll call. A quorum
was present.

Chair Clark asked for a motion to approve the August 20, 2025 meeting minutes. The
motion was moved by member Graham and supported by member Mesrey. The motion
passed unanimously.



Chair Clark asked for a motion to approve Resolution No. 10-2025-03, a resolution to
recommend approval of the Silver Lake State Park General Management Plan. The motion
was moved by member Pearson and supported by member Heidemann. Discussion
included Vicki McGhee, Planning Chief of PRD, going through the plan highlights and
requested updates. Member Heidemann commented that the action item priorities were a
lot to do and agreed with the high priorities. Member Graham commented that the park is
complicated, there are a lot of safety issues, and there is a lot of pressure from users so it
has to be a high priority. Member Pearson agreed that it needs the attention. With no
further discussion Resolution No. 10-2025-03 was passed unanimously.

Chair Clark then asked for a motion to approve Resolution No. 10-2025-04, a resolution to
recommend approval of the Van Buren State Park General Management Plan. The motion
was moved by member Graham and supported by member Yanni. Discussion included
Member Graham questioning if the Native American resources had been researched and
stated he had sent his question to Deb Jensen after the subcommittee meeting and is
awaiting response. He also asked about the former nuclear power plant that is near the
south property line that is being re-opened and if the money is going to fix the issues with it
and if there will be sound buffering between it and the campground. Member Heidemann
commented that the Native American item and the noise issue did come up in the
subcommittee meeting. The power plantissues were not putin the plan because the
responsibility would lay on the company, and, environmental studies will be done and the
department will have a say in it at the appropriate time. Member Mesrey commented that
the department has leverage with the operator and putting in a sound barrier would be a
small ask. Vicki McGhee stated that her understanding with early conversations with the
developers is that the noise would be infrequent and it was open-ended with what the
sound barrier would look like. With no further discussion, Resolution No. 10-2025-04 was
passed unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was the identification of the Stewardship Subcommittee
members. Chief Kosick asked the members to confirm who would like to serve on the
subcommittee. It was decided that the members would be kept to five, with one serving as
an alternate. The members will be Chuck Nelson as Chairman, Chris Graham (back up
chair), George Mesrey, Colin Pearson, Carol Rose, and Mary Ann Heidemann (as an
alternate).

Member Mesrey commented that the committee needs to prioritize an in-person meeting
in the first quarter the next year. He thinks each member should prioritize the meeting
dates if they want to serve on this committee. Members Heidemann and Pearson echoed
his comments. Chief Kosick proposed to have the strategic planning retreat be held in
tandem with the April 22, 2026 spring meeting. It was agreed to seek meeting and
accommodation space for that date.

Kristen Kosick then announced that she selected Tom Bissett as the Parks and Recreation
Assistant Chief, replacing Jacklin Blodgett who retired. Tom previously held the position of
Urban District Supervisor for PRD and his duties included overseeing Belle Isle Park and



working with the Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee. Tom then introduced himself and
gave the group a background on his career which spans 30 years in Parks.

Kristen Kosick then asked to revisit the membership of the committee at the December
meeting as some terms will or have expired. She will reach out to members to see if they
would like to continue to serve. She would also like to revisit the committee bylaws and
will bring forth suggested changes.

Barbara Graves, committee assistant, displayed the proposed 2026 meeting dates
(2/18/26, 4/22/26, 6/17/26, 8/19/26, 10/21/26, and 12/16/26). The dates will be brought to
the December meeting for a vote.

Chief Kosick then talked about how park operations were not interrupted during the budget
process and thanked the group for their support during the process. She informed the
group of the recent Park’s management team meeting held at Silver Lake State Park, where
they had a chance to tour the park as well as review the division’s strategic plan.

Chief Kosick then introduced Buffy Coulter to provide an update on the Parks budget.
Buffy is working out of class as the Administrative Services Chief since Michael Desnoyer’s
departure.

Member Heidemann asked about the “zombie” position cuts and the 80% building
occupancy requirements that have been talked about in the press. Kristen said the
positions were vacant, unfunded positions that were still on the org chart, which have
since been removed. Parks was not affected. The department guidance on office
occupancy has not changed. Statewide, most staff are in the parks or in the office working
on site every day. The department is working with the governor’s office and the Office of
the State Employer on how that language will be implemented.

Buffy Coulter then gave a brief overview of the FY 2026 DNR budget as a whole and what it
looks like for the Parks and Recreation Division. There was some discussion on staffing
and the $15M supplemental.

Kriss Bennett, Development Unit Manager, then gave an update on the ARPA projects, of
which are now at 7% in the design/bid phase, 16% paused, 33% construction started, and
43% completed, with actual expenditures currently at $183.47M.

There was no public comment.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:37 p.m.
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