
 
 

Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Date: December 17, 2025 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Location: Virtual 
 

Roll Call 

 Julie Clark, Chair; Grand Traverse County 
 Chuck Nelson, Otsego County 
 Chris Graham, Washtenaw County 
 Colin Pearson, Kent County 
 Nichole Fisher, Ingham County 
 Mary Ann Heidemann, Presque Isle County 
 George Mesrey, Midland County 
 Shannon Stover, Ingham County 
 Traci Sincock, Wayne County 

 
Absent 

 Carol Rose 
 Steve Yanni 

 
Present for the Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Division (PRD) 

 Kristen Kosick, Chief 
 Vicki McGhee 
 Jason Fleming 
 Scott Pratt 
 Chuck Allen 
 Buffy Coulter 
 Nick Van Bloem 
 Deb Jensen 
 Deb Leisner 
 Christa Sturtevant-Good 
 Matt Lincoln 
 Barbara Graves 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. and started with roll call.  A quorum 
was present.   
 



 
 

Chair Clark asked for a motion to approve the October 22, 2025 meeting minutes.  The 
motion was moved by member Heidemann and supported by member Pearson.  The 
motion passed unanimously.    
 
Chair Clark then asked for a motion to approve the 2026 meeting dates.  The motion was 
moved by member Sincock and supported by member Nelson.  The motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
Chair Clark then asked for a motion to approve Resolution No. 12-2025-05, a resolution to 
recommend approval of the Fort Wilkins Historic State Park General Management Plan. 
The motion was moved by member Pearson and supported by member Nelson.  Chair 
Clark asked if there was any discussion.  Member Nelson said the division has 
accomplished what was asked of in the survey.  Member Heidemann pointed out the need 
for correction on Page 3 by adding the developed recreation zone to the map legend, and 
page 10 of chapter 2, the planning dates need to be filled in.  She asked why 2018 survey 
data was used and not explained.  Deb Jensen and Chuck Nelson said the data from 2018 
is still relevant and new data was obtained on-line.  Member Heidemann requested adding 
this explanation into the plan.  Member Graham recommended in the Stewardship 
Subcommittee the use of lightning rods for the wood roof.     
 
With no further discussion, Chair Clark asked for approval of Resolution No. 12-2025-05 
with the noted changes, and it was passed unanimously.    
 
Kristen Kosick then gave a Parks and Recreation update.  She said the division gave 
recognition certificates and coins to the Incident Management Team leaders and staff who 
lead and accomplished the massive clean-up of the 2025 Gaylord ice storm damage.  She 
also said there is continued efforts to update the Recreation Passport legislation.  She 
reported that the new Assistant Chief, Tom Bissett, is actively leading operation efforts.    
 
Deb Leisner, Revenue Specialist and Crista Sturdevant-Good, Department Specialist with 
the Parks and Recreation Division then gave an update on the FY 25 campground revenue 
and reservation year-end report.  Questions asked were how the division looks at revenue 
generation, is it active in seeking additional revenue avenues, and how their fees compare 
to the rest of the state parks in the country.  Staff responded that there are ongoing 
projects such as installing additional cabins as well as other special projects and events 
that are led by the marketing team.  As for fees, the Michigan state park system is very 
close to comparable fees for other state parks in the Midwest region. 
  
Matt Lincoln, Grant Coordinator for the Parks and Recreation Division, updated the 
committee on the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Project applications that were 
recommended for consideration by the legislature.     
 
Chief Kosick then announced the retirement of Vicki McGhee, Planning Section Chief, who 
will retire January 7, and thanked her for her 33 years of service.  They are currently seeking 
her replacement with the goal of filling the position in January.  She also announced that 



 
 

member Jodee Raines has resigned from the MSPAC committee due to a commitment 
conflict and they will be seeking her replacement. 
 
Chief Kosick then asked the members for agenda items for the spring retreat, in addition to 
the proposed items (team-building, funding discussion, legislative workshop, 
gubernatorial candidates, revisions to bylaws).  Member Heidemann would like to 
brainstorm on how the group can be used by the department, as well as what not to do, 
and would be interested in learning about other members’ skillsets.  Member Nelson said 
this is a good opportunity to look forward and think about the overall health and 
sustainability of the park system.  Send any proposed agenda items to Kristen and Julie, as 
well as accommodation needs. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mr. Ken Jacobsen introduced himself to the committee as the co-chair for the Outings 
Committee for the Sierra Club of Michigan; joining the meeting to learn more.   
 
Mr. Douglas Bukantis from the Algonac State Park Community Group asked about 
concessions in the park and the water issues at the park.   
 
Member Comment 
 
Due to technical difficulties, member Nelson submitted a written comment that he has 
been communicating with Sen. Singh regarding MSPAC's recommendations for the park 
budget.  Member Nelson expressed to the Senator that there has been a significant 
increase in visitors and more facilities to maintain than when the Recreation Passport was 
first enacted, and that unique and unfortunate events such as the Northern Lower ice 
storm resulted in additional expenses.  The Senator was open to more discussions. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at  3:30 p.m. 
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