
 
 

   
 

   

 
   

   
  

 
 

  
   

  
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

       
  

   
 

Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Date: April 23, 2025 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Location: Virtual 

Present for MSPAC 
Julie Clark, Chair; Grand Traverse County 
Chuck Nelson, Vice Chair; Clinton County 
Chris Graham; Washtenaw County 
Colin Pearson; Ingham County 
Shannon Stover; Ingham County 
Carol Rose; Montmorency County 
Traci Sincock; Wayne County 
Jodee Raines; Wayne County 
George Mesrey; Saginaw County 
Steve Yanni; Chippewa County 
Mary Ann Heidemann 

Absent 
Nichole Fisher 

Present for the Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation 
Division (PRD) 

Ron Olson, Chief 
Jacklin Blodgett 
Vicki McGhee 
Jason Fleming 
Scott Pratt 
Michael Desnoyer 
Chuck Allen 
Deb Jensen 
Brittany Ruff 
Barbara Graves 

Call to Order 

Vice Chair Nelson began the meeting at 2:05 p.m. and started with a 
welcome and introduction of the newest committee member Steve Yanni, 
Upper Peninsula representative. 
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Vice Chair Nelson then asked for a roll call.   A quorum was present.   
 
Action  
 
Vice Chair Nelson asked for a motion to approve the February 19, 2025  
meeting minutes.  The motion was moved by member Mesrey, supported by  
member Clark.  Member Yanni abstained.  The motion passed unanimously.     
 
Information Only  
 
Ron Olson, Chief of Parks and Recreation, gave updates  on the budget, the  
clean up efforts of the  northern Michigan  ice storm damage,  and  his and PRD  
Deputy Chief Jacklin Blodgett’s upcoming  retirements.  A special committee 
meeting will be  arranged to meet  with the new chief after that person comes  
on board.  Chief Olson also gave updates on some of the ARPA projects, a few 
of which have received a high level of attention.  He asked committee 
members to reach out to staff for the facts if they are receiving a lot of 
questions from the  public.   
 
The next item on the agenda was the Incident Management Team report on  
the Northern Michigan ice storm.    Chuck Allen, Strategic Operations Section  
Chief, showed slides that included updates on the impacted areas within 12  
counties and the cleanup efforts taking  place.  The report is attached  and  
updates can be found at  www.michigan.gov/msp/divisions/emhsd/2025-
northern-michigan-ice-storm.  Some discussion took place on volunteer  
efforts and coordination, as well as what  is being done for the removal of 
downed  trees.    
 
Michael Desnoyer, Administrative Services Section Chief,  then  gave an  
overview of the FY 2025 DNR budget and FY 2025  state parks budget.  The 
report is attached.    
 
Public Comment  
 
There was no public comment.    
 
Member Comment  

Member Nelson again expressed concern that the department did not 
consult with the committee when the Passport opt-out bills were drafted. 
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Chair Clark suggested a meeting with the new PRD Chief and the DNR 
Director.  Chief Olson suggested a special meeting to include the incoming 
PRD chief and staff from DNR finance and DNR legislative. 

The members discussed the reorganization of the finance subcommittee.  
The subcommittee will consist of members Clark, Nelson, Graham, Mesrey, 
Yanni, and Sincock. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 

MICHIGAN STATE PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES – April 23, 2025 

3 



    

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Department of Natural Resources 

Parks and Recreation Division 

Northern Michigan Ice Storm Report 

April 2025 



 

 

  
           

        
  

        
          

       
 

  
    
  
    
  

      

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

  
  
  
  

 
  

 
    
  
   

 
 

 

 

The severe ice storm in Northern Michigan took place March 28-30, 2025. This storm caused 
widespread damage, including power outages, fallen trees and utility poles and impassable 
roads. The storm led to the declaration of a 12-county disaster area by Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer. 

Counties in the disaster declaration included Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Crawford, Emmet, Mackinac, Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego and Presque Isle counties 

The storms profoundly impacted approximately 1 million acres of DNR-managed lands, 
including: 

• 3,260 miles of state forest roads. 
• 12 state parks. 
• 32 state forest campgrounds. 
• 122 boating access sites. 
• 4,000 miles of trails. 

Affected Park and Recreation Facilities included, 

13 State Parks 
a. Petoskey 
b. Fisherman’s Island 
c. Onaway 
d. Clear Lake 
e. Hartwick Pines 
f. PH Hoeft 
g. Burt Lake 
h. Wilderness 
i. Cheboygan 
j. Thompon’s Harbor 
k. Straits 
l. Otsego 

42 State Forest Campgrounds 
89 Boating Access Sites 
3,365 Miles of Trails 

a. 2,162 miles of motorized 
b. 1,114 miles of non-motorized 
c. 89 miles of water trails 



 

  

      

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

Affected Areas 

Parks, State Forest Campground, and Boating Access Sites 

Motorized and Non-Motorized Trails 



  

 

 

 

Storm  Response  

Staff and equipment from PRD facilities across the State have been dispatched to assist with  
cleanup in the  affected PRD locations.    

Staff� Deployed� 
1.  ~56 Gaylord� District� Staff� 
2.  PRD staff� and teams from� across the� state:� 

a.  Cadillac   
b.  Eastern UP   
c.  Plainwell  
d.  Roscommon  
e.  Rose Lake  
f.  Western UP  

3.  6� Trails Section staff� 
4.  18-member Incident Management Team  

 
Equipment Deployed  

1.  4 Aerial Lifts  
2.  5 Brush Chippers  
3.  6 Dump Trucks  
4.  5 Skid  Steers with grapples  
5.  2 Excavators  
6.  Various chainsaws and hand tools  

 
Progress to Date  

1.  42% of state parks, SFCG, BAS accessed, cleared and opened throughout the 12-
county region.  

2.  16% of trail  mileage accessed, cleared and opened.  
 

 
Many state  parks, state  forest campgrounds, boating access sites and DNR-managed motorized  
and  nonmotorized  trails  remain  temporarily  closed  for safety,  assessment,  infrastructure  repairs  
and cleanup. We anticipate a phased reopening over the coming weeks.  

Fortunately, most affected state  park campgrounds  and overnight lodging  were  not yet open for  
the 2025  season at the  time of the storm. Standard seasonal opening dates vary by location,  
typically  occurring  on  April 22,  May  1  or May  15.  

We anticipate most of these locations will open by May 15. 

Amy Price
Cross-Out



 

 

       
   

  
 

       
 

Northern Michigan Ice Storm Damage Assessment - $27,123,083 

Category A - Debris Removal Category  B - Emergency  Protective Measures Category  G - Parks, Recreation, Other Facilities 

Division # of Sites Approx Cost Division Brief Description Approx Cost Division # of Sites Approx Cost 
FRD 13 $  5,900,000.00 FRD IMT Response.  $  660,000.00 FRD 13 $  10,900,000.00 
PRD $  2,343,127.00 PRD PRD 22 $  96,996.00 

484 
Trail $  7,222,960.00 
Total  $ 15,466,087.00 Total $  660,000.00 Total $  10,996,996.00 

Debris   Removal  and clearing  along  State Forest  Support team established for emergency decleration Red Pine Site Restoration - 15,000 acres, 
 Roads. 3,200  miles   potentially impacted. response and immediate road clearing.  775 miles Kirtland Warbler Jack Pine Site Restoration - 7,000 

Debris  removal at   multiple  PRD locations:   state Acres, 
 parks,  state forest  campgrounds  &   boating access  Damage to PRD facilities & infrastruction at multiple  

sites locations 
Debris   removal on 3410  miles   of various  
recreational trails 

 Total  $ 27,123,083.00  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anticipated Cleanup Costs 

Park�and Recreation staff�have�been working�with other�DNR staff�and Michigan State�
Police to estimate a cost for cleanup as well as the potential revenue losses due to the 
storm in anticipation of a Federal Disaster Declaration that would allow the DNR to request 
a Public Assistance Grant from FEMA. 

In total�the�DNR anticipates spending�$27,123,083�on storm�recovery�efforts, of that�Parks 
and Recreation Division will spend approximately $9.7 million.  

To date PRD has spent $430,175. 



 

 

 

 

Damage Photos 

Petoskey State Park Entrance Road 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hartwick Pines Non-Motorized Trail 



 

 

Big Bear Lake State Forest Campground 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Cleanup Crew at Burt Lake State Park 
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State Parks Funding, 
106.8, 74% 

State Parks* 
Park Improvement Fund – 80% 
Park Endowment Fund – 11% 
General Fund – 7% 
Others – 2% 

State Forest Recreation & Trails Funding 
Forest Recreation – 52% 
Snowmobile Trail Improvement – 18% Recreational Boating 

$ in Millions 

PRD FY 2025 Operating 
Appropriations 

Recreational Total = $143.2 
Boating Funding, 

23.8, 17% 

Ralph A. 
MacMullan 
Conference 
Center, 1.2, 

1% 

State Forest 
Recreation & 
Trails, 11.4, 

8% 

Waterways – 93% 
Federal – 7% 

Off-Road Vehicle Trail Improvement – 18% 
General Fund (used for non-motorized) – 7% 
Recreation Improvement – 5% 

*Note: $2.13 million of State Parks funding is allocated to Mackinac State Historic Parks 4 



 

         

State Park Operating 
Funding Sources 

Note: 3% in general funds does not include the SYEP or Nature Awaits Program. 
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PRD FY 2025 Capital Outlay & Grant 
Appropriations 

State Parks 
Recreation Passport Fees – 70% 
Park Endowment – 23% 
General Fund – 7% 

Recreational Boating 
Michigan State Waterways – 85% 
Federal – 15% 

State Forest Recreation & Trails Funding 
Snowmobile Trail Improvement – 39% 
Off-Road Vehicle Trail Improvement – 32% 
Federal National Recreation Trails – 19% 
Snowmobile Trail Easement – 3% 
Recreation Improvement – 4% 
Others– 3% 

Total = $52.5 
$ in Millions 

Forest Recreation 
Capital Outlay & Trail 
Grants, $20.7 , 39% State Parks 

Capital Outlay, 
$20.0 , 38% 

Recreational 
Boating Capital 
Outlay, $11.8 , 

23% 

Other Grant Leveraging Sources 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 

Note: ARPA funds were allocated in previous fiscal years and not included in figures above. 6 



 
  

 $80,000,000

 $70,000,000

 $60,000,000

 $50,000,000

 $40,000,000

 $30,000,000

 $20,000,000

 $10,000,000

 $-

 $76,287,900 

 $53,725,200 
 $67,808,500 

 $29,855,500 
 $53,246,900  $28,705,700 

 $31,117,700  $28,235,700 
 $28,363,700 

 $24,619,200 
 $15,661,500 

 $25,881,400 
 $16,139,800  $25,411,400 $27,047,70  0 

 $24,095,400
$6,905,900 

$6,052,700 

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 

 Expenditures/Changes In Reserves Revenue  Ending Unreserved Fund Balance 

 $90,000,000

State Park Endowment Fund 
Fiscal Years 2022 - 2027 
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Questions? 
Learn more about outdoor recreation opportunities at 

Michigan.gov/DNR.  
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