Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes

Date: June 18, 2025
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Location: Virtual

Present for MSPAC

Chuck Nelson, Vice Chair; Clinton County
Chris Graham; Washtenaw County

Colin Pearson; Bar Harbor, Maine

Shannon Stover; Washtenaw County

Carol Rose; Charlevoix County

Mary Ann Heidemann; Presque Isle County
Jodee Raines; Wayne County

George Mesrey; Bay County

Steve Yanni; Chippewa County

Absent

e Julie Clark

e Nichole Fisher
e Traci Sincock

Present for the Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation
Division (PRD)

e Kristen Kosick
Vicki McGhee
Jason Fleming
Scott Pratt
Michael Desnoyer
Kriss Bennett
Nick Van Bloem
Deb Jensen
Brittany Ruff
Barbara Graves
Erika Compton
Carly Kalkauski

Others Present
e Dr. Patty Janes
.
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Call to Order

Vice Chair Nelson called the meeting to order at 1:.01 p.m. and started with roll
call. A quorum was present.

Vice Chair Nelson then introduced new PRD Chief, Kristen Kosick who
introduced herself to the committee and provided them with her
background, her initial priorities for the division, and her plans for the next
few months which include traveling to most of the districts. Chief Kosick
answered some questions from the committee.

Action

Vice Chair Nelson asked for a motion to approve the April 23, 2025 meeting
minutes. The motion was moved by member Raines, supported by member
Pearson. The motion passed unanimously.

Vice Chair Nelson then asked for a motion to approve the May 20, 2025
meeting minutes. The motion was moved by member Yanni, supported by
member Rose. The motion passed unanimously.

Information Only

The next item on the agenda was an update on Senate Bills 280 and 281 of
2025. Chris Semrinec, Legislative Liaison of the Department of Natural
Resources, updated the committee on the status of the two bills which have
worked their way through the Senate in the appropriations process and are
now awaiting House action. They are looking at options as there may be
some policy changes required. If the bills fail to move, the opt out may be
back on the table.

Some discussion took place and Chris was asked to keep the committee
informed of any movement of legislation.

Kriss Bennett, Development Unit Manager, then gave an update on the ARPA
projects that included the status of projects currently completed, paused, in
construction and in the design/bid phase.

2
MICHIGAN STATE PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES -June 18, 2025



Dr. Patty Janes, Professor of Hospitality and Tourism Manager, Grand Valley
State University, then gave a presentation on the 2024 Visitor Data for
Campgrounds and Harbors. She covered their partnerships, objectives,
harbor survey responses, demographics, campground visitor data, activities,
and overall satisfaction responses.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

Member Comment

Member Graham said that it was nice to have Kristen on board as she is
familiar with the park system.

Vice Chair Nelson reminded the group of the two upcoming meetings in
August and said the Silver Lake General Management Plan is being revised
due to comments from another division, so it will be reviewed again at a
future meeting.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
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