Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee

Special Meeting Minutes

Date: May 20, 2025
Time: 1:00 p.m.
Location: Virtual

Present for MSPAC
Julie Clark, Chair; Grand Traverse County
Chuck Nelson, Vice Chair; Clinton County
Colin Pearson, Kent County
Mary Ann Heidemann, Presque Isle County
Traci Sincock, Wayne County
George Mesrey, Otsego County

Absent
Chris Graham
Carol Rose
Nichole Fisher
Shannon Stover
Jodee Raines
Steve Yanni

Present for the Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation
Division (PRD)

Ron Olson, Chief

Jacklin Blodgett

Vicki McGhee

Jason Fleming

Scott Pratt

Michael Desnoyer

Chuck Allen

Barbara Graves

Others Present
Senator Jon Bumstead
Nick Haas, Legislative Director, Senator Cherry

Call to Order
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Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. and began with
welcoming Senator Jon Bumstead and Legislative Director for Senator John
Cherry, Nick Haas to the meeting.

Information Only

Senator Bumstead and Mr. Haas discussed Senate Bills 280 and 281 of 2025,
two tie-barred bills that were introduced by Senators Cherry and Bumstead.
The two bills together would include amending the motor vehicle
registration to include the Recreation Passport, with the goal of maintaining
and sustaining the park and recreation system.

The committee discussed ways to advocate for the support of the two bills.
Chair Clark will organize a set of talking points and action plan and send it to
the committee.

Mr. Haas will inform the committee when the bills are referred to the full
appropriations committee for testimony.

Parks staff will get the committee statistics on the economic impacts of park
closures on the local economies.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Chair Clark asked for a roll call. There were six members present for a
quorum.

The committee discussed meeting in the Gaylord district for a future in-
person meeting to tour areas that were affected by the ice storm, as well as
areas that have been improved with ARPA funds.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.
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