
 
 

Michigan State Parks Advisory Committee (MSPAC) 
Meeting Minutes 

Date: February 18, 2026 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Location: Virtual 
 

Roll Call 

 Julie Clark, Chair; Grand Traverse County 
 Chuck Nelson, Clinton County 
 Chris Graham, Washtenaw County 
 Colin Pearson, Bar Harbor, ME 
 Nichole Fisher, Ingham County 
 Traci Sincock, Wayne County 
 George Mesrey, Otsego County 
 Steve Yanni, Chippewa County 
 Mary Ann Heidemann, Presque Isle County 
 Carol Rose, Montmorency County 

 

Absent 

 Shannon Stover 
 

Present for the Department of Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Division (PRD) 

 Kristen Kosick, Chief 
 Tom Bissett 
 Buffy Coulter 
 Jason Fleming 
 Deb Jensen 
 Erin Kanaar 
 Matt Lincoln 
 Karen Middleton 
 Scott Pratt 
 Brittany Ruff 
 Nick Van Bloem 
 Barbara Graves 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. and started with roll call.  A quorum 
was present.   
 



 
 

Chair Clark asked for a motion to approve the December 17, 2025 meeting minutes.  The 
motion was moved by member Nelson and supported by member Mesrey.  The motion 
passed unanimously.    
 
Chair Clark asked for a motion to approve Resolution No. 02-2026-01 a Resolution to 
Support the 2026 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund and Federal Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Project Applications.  The motion was moved by member Nelson and 
supported by member Yanni.  
 
Chair Clark asked about the temperature of the DNR’s acquisition of properties.  Matt 
Lincoln, Grant Coordinator, said there is a meeting with their executive office next week 
and he will learn more then, but he does not anticipate any changes from the previous 
year.  Member Pearson asked to keep them updated on the outcome.  Matt then went 
through a presentation of the potential projects.  Chair Clark asked about the federal land 
use violation resolution item with the Gwinn Forest Management Unit Addition.  Matt 
replied that due to Pittman-Robertson funding at nearby Little Presque Isle Recreation Area 
and the land not being used as it was intended, the goal is to transfer the use to this area. 
 
With no further discussion, Chair Clark asked for a vote of support for Resolution No. 02-
2026-01, and it was passed unanimously.    
 
The next item on the agenda was the Parks and Recreation update.  Chief Kristen Kosick 
introduced the group to the new Planning and Infrastructure section chief, Karen 
Middleton, who then gave a brief background of herself.  Chief Kosick then continued with 
updates on the search for a Northwest Lower MSPAC representative, her upcoming 
participation in an mParks session for the 50th anniversary of the Natural Resources Trust 
Fund, an upcoming workshop for the Park’s management team to go over their values and 
strategic plan, and the ranger academy and upcoming operations academy.   
 
Chief Kosick then asked for input on the format of the upcoming MSPAC strategic 
workshop scheduled for April.  It was agreed to hold the workshop and then hold a virtual 
meeting of the committee afterwards.  The results of the workshop will be shared at a 
future MSPAC meeting.  Chief Kosick then updated the group on the governor’s budget 
recommendation and the upcoming hearings, as well as the upcoming Natural Resources 
Commission meeting.   
 
Buffy Coulter, working-out-of-class as the Administrative Services section chief, then went 
through the governor’s proposed budget which includes one-time funding for the Nature 
Awaits program, a request for additional supervisor position funding, additional funding to 
expand access on the Detroit River, and a funding request for an asset management 
program.   
 
Brittany Ruff, Statewide Development Coordinator, then gave a presentation on the status 
of the American Rescue Plan Act projects that included an update on the encumbrances, 
expenditures, and status of each project.    
 



 
 

Public Comment 
 
Mr. Douglas Bukantis asked about the governor allocating government lands for housing, 
including extended park camping stays.  Chief Kosick asked him to send her the legislative 
bill that he was referring to and said that she would check into it, as it may be for private 
campgrounds, not state. 
 
Chuck McCready introduced himself as being from Sault Ste. Marie and spoke about the 
desire for an extended camping check-in time and for allowing ORV use in all of the state 
forest campgrounds.    
 
Calvin Floyd introduced himself as a Conservation Advocate for Environment Michigan 
who will be advocating for state park funding.     
 
Member Comment 
 
Member Nelson said he is looking forward to the April retreat and he will be attending the 
next NRC meeting.   
 
Member Graham asked for a finalized Trust Fund list to be forwarded when approved. 
 
Member Clark spoke about the 50th Annual North American Vasa Festival of Races event 
and thanked the DNR for their help. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at  3:13 p.m. 


