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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning commissioners and director my name is Zach Cooley and I am the Wildlife Biologist out of the Pointe Mouillee Field Office covering Wayne, Monroe, and Lenawee Counties which includes the Crystal Waters State Game Area. I will start with a little bit of information about Crystal Waters and then get into the land use rule request.



Crystal Waters State Game Area -
Maps

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just so everyone has a basic visual of the area we are talking about here is an aerial photo with the survey and the game area map. You can see the waterbodies throughout the area, Ag fields on the south end and wooded areas around the perimeter.



Crystal Waters State Game Area –
Land Transaction

• 680-acre parcel in Monroe County
• $3.675 million land transaction provided by:

– Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
– Michigan United Conservation Clubs

• Provides public access to high quality 
outdoor recreation
– 7 inland water bodies
– 6 miles of hiking trails

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In September of 2021 the DNR closed on a 680 acre parcel of now public land in northwest Monroe County near the intersection of Washtenaw and Wayne Counties known as the Crystal Waters Tract. This acquisition adds access to high-quality outdoor recreation activities in close proximity to 23 percent of the state’s population that lives in one of those three counties. 

The land transaction of $3.675 million, provided by the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund and the Michigan United Conservation Clubs, marked a historic public land expansion for recreationalists in southeast Michigan. Land in Southeast Michigan is very expensive and very fragmented compared to other areas of Michigan. Finding a tract of land this size with one owner in populated southeast Michigan is rare. The acquisition of the Crystal Waters Tract will now provide residents with public access to hunting and fishing opportunities, on 680 acres over seven inland water bodies, and more than six miles of hiking trails. The new game area is just 38 miles from downtown Detroit, 23 miles from Ann Arbor, 19 miles from Romulus and only 17 miles from Ypsilanti 




Crystal Waters State Game Area –
Engagement Process

• Local government process with the London 
Township Board
– Reviewed and considered requests from 

township
– Worked with LED and WLD staff to review 

township requests
– Developed rules

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During the local government engagement process with the London Township Board I met with them two different times to discuss the purchase and plans for the area. The Township board had some concerns and some ideas on how they wanted to see the game area run. We took their requests into consideration when developing our list of land use rules.
We then held an internal meeting with local region staff myself, and Wildlife Technician Adam Shook, our supervisors Field Operations Manager Terry Mcfadden and Southeast Region Supervisor Joe Robison and the local Conservation Officers Nick Ingersol and Brandon Vacek.
We had a lot of discussion and in the end produced a list of rules we wanted to move forward with. 





Crystal Waters State Game Area –
Proposed Rules 

• A person shall not do any of the following:
– Enter, use, or occupy the area between the hours 

of 11:00pm and 4:00am unless otherwise 
permitted by posted notice

• Signage “Game Area Closed 11pm-4am” 

– Build or use any ground fire of any kind
• Signage “No Fires”

– Target, skeet, or trap shoot 
• Signage “No Target Shooting”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is our recommendations - The Department recommends designating the Crystal Waters Tract as the Crystal Waters State Game Area in the Land Use Orders of the Director. The Crystal Waters State Game Area will be added to the list of designated State Game and Wildlife Areas in Chapter 3 of Land Use Orders of the Director. In addition, the Department recommends the following land use rules to properly manage and ensure the safe use of the state game area.
A person shall not enter, use, or occupy the area between the hours of 11:00pm and 4:00am unless otherwise permitted by posted notice. “Game Area Closed 11pm-4am” Consistent with Pointe Mouillee SGA and a request of the local government body
A person shall not build or use any ground fire of any kind. “No Fires” Consistent with Pointe Mouillee SGA
A person shall not target, skeet, or trap shoot. “No Target Shooting” Consistent with Pointe Mouillee SGA




Crystal Waters State Game Area –
Proposed Rules

• A person shall not do any of the following:
– Launch a watercraft with a motor, except those using 

electric motors
• Signage “ No Fuel Powered Motors” 

– Camp
• Signage “No Camping”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
4.A person shall not launch a watercraft with a motor, except those using electric motors. “No Fuel Powered Motors” Request of the local government body – the big quarry lake is an open aquifer
5.A person shall not camp, the game area is closed 11:00pm – 4:00am. “No Camping” Consistent with Pointe Mouillee SGA




Crystal Waters State Game Area –
Proposed Rules

• Most of the rules are consistent with those at 
the Pointe Mouillee State Game Area also in 
Monroe County

• Worked with and supported by the local 
government body and Department staff



Thank You
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