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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lead off with takehome message
Best fishing in SE MI
Disclaimer
Biased opinion



SCDRS – St Clair Detroit River 
System Lake Huron

Lake St. Clair

Lake Erie

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Have to talk about entire system – SCDRS
Open system and large migration



SCDRS Fish Community
 Mixture of warm, cool, 

and cold water species
 High diversity with over 

100 fish species found in 
the SCDRS

 More than 45 fish species 
use the SCDRS for 
spawning/nursery habitat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
diverse fish community
Warmwater, coolwater, coldwater
Over 100 species
Some resident and some migratory
Important habitat for different life stages
Highlight fisheries – begin with LSC



The Big Four – Lake St Clair

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
local fishery is diverse
Start with Lake St Clair – broad overview of the fisheries
Focus on 4 major species that anglers seek: yellow perch, walleye, smallmouth bass, and muskellunge.



Yellow Perch

• The most sought after species in Lake St. Clair

• Open water and winter ice fishery

• Half of the total annual fishing effort

• Michigan anglers harvest ~750,000 each year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Based on creel survey data
Yellow perch are the most sought-after of all species in Lake St. Clair.
Do not require specialized fishing gear
They are considered top table fare
year-around activity with nearly all ice fishing activity targeting the species.
About 53% of all fishing activity on Lake St. Clair is directed at YP
MI anglers harvest about ¾ of a million YP annually, just from the Michigan third of the lake!



Walleye

• Walleye fishing ~ 30% of the boat fishery
• 80% of legal-sized walleye caught are harvested
• ~45,000 legal walleye are harvested annually in 

Lake St. Clair by Michigan anglers
• ~300,000 walleye caught in 2022 Detroit Rv. 

Creel survey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
About 30% of the boat fishing activity on Lake St. Clair targets walleye.
Walleye are considered desirable table fare: 80% of all legal-sized walleye caught by anglers are harvested. 
About 45,000 walleye are harvested each year by MI anglers.



Smallmouth Bass

• ~20% of the boat fishery effort
• >100,000 legal-sized smallmouth bass caught 

annually from Michigan waters of Lake St. Clair and in 
Detroit Rv.

• >90% of legal-size smallmouth bass are released
• Fishery attracts out-of-state anglers, tournaments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
About 20% of all boat fishing activity on Lake St. Clair is directed at smallmouth bass.
Smallmouth bass are considered a prize gamefish for their hard-fighting nature.
MI anglers catch over 100,000 legal-size SMB each year, and over 90% of those fish are voluntarily released.
SMB fishing attracts many non-residents to the area and are the target of much of the tournament fishing activity on LSC.
Two weeks ago had Bassmaster Classic with over 200 boats and this weekend is a Major League Fishing tournament with 150 boats.  Huge economic impact on the local community.



Muskellunge

• Legendary fishery known for high catch rates 
and increasing numbers of large fish

• ~30% of all Lake St. Clair charter fishing trips 
target muskie

• ~99% of all muskies caught on LSC are released

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Lake St. Clair muskie fishery is legendary for high catch rates
Fish exceeding 50 inches long have become more common. 
About 30% of all charter fishing on Lake St. Clair targets muskies. 
Muskie fishing draws many non-resident anglers to Lake St. Clair.
Muskies are prized for their fighting ability and close to 99% of all legal-sized muskies caught are voluntarily released.
The fishery has expanded and diversified in recent years.  




Muskie Movement Patterns

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Demonstrate fish migrations in SCDRS – fish move!



And There’s More…

• Abundant populations of other species that 
provide even more diversity for the fishery

• Includes unique fishing opportunities for lake 
sturgeon

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And there are more species that contribute to this diverse fishery
panfish species, northern pike, largemouth bass, and channel catfish.
Lake St. Clair anglers even have unique opportunities to fish for special species like lake sturgeon
Shift from LSC and focus on Lake Erie



SCDRS – St Clair Detroit River 
System Lake Huron

Lake St. Clair

Lake Erie



Walleye Abundance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Highlight the last several years
Near high of 40 year history
72M walleye in Lake Erie in 2024
Six years of above average recruitment 2018-2023
Harvest increases – 8.5 M walleye, 19M pounds in 2023
10-15% migrate up the Detroit River – touch on that fishery in a minute




Michigan – Walleye Harvest

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
not surprising – the harvest rate of walleyes is well above average the last six years
Harvested 143K walleye in 2023, but another 48K were released
Corresponding year-classes in red below
Mostly age 3, 4 and 5
Age-3=17.3 inches, age-4=18.7 inches, age-5=19.6 inchs
Fishery is in the sweet spot where we have good numbers and good sizes of walleye
About 20% of harvest last year were age 6 and older




Too much of a good thing . . . 

• Walleye growth rates are still good
• Continue to evaluate walleye diets

– Yellow perch are <10% of walleye diets in summer
– Yellow perch rarely in diet in fall

• Forage is abundant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Draw comparison to Saginaw Bay
Growth, diet, forage
Size of system and productivity an order of magnitude higher



Michigan – Yellow Perch

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With catch up and effort down – would expect an increase in CPE in 2023 – pretty good fishery
Long term average of just over 100K pounds of yellow perch
Harvest is mostly between 50-150K over long term
2023 was best catch in the past 5 years
Similar pattern in effort – ranging between 100-200K angler hours




West Basin – Yellow Perch

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Projected perch abundance in 2024 is around 60 million fish – west basin MU1
This is a 19% decline from 2023 – but still higher than past decade
And look at the abundance of age-3 and older
We can expect good catch rates AND good sized fish – should be a great year for yellow perch




Lake Erie Fishery

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Charts and figures tell the story
Picture is worth a thousand words
Good numbers and good sized walleye and perch
The good old day – are here today!



NO STOCKING!

• Good water quality, diverse habitat
• Abundant submerged aquatic vegetation
• Plentiful food resources for small fish
• Sound fisheries management protects 

spawning populations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Really important slide to emphasize – no stocking
Unlike much of the rest of the fishery in the Upper Great Lakes
Good water quality
Abundant aquatic plants
Plentiful food resources
Strong wild production for a variety of species
Sound fisheries management helps to ensure the sustainability of this incredible fishery. 



SCDRS – St Clair Detroit River 
System Lake Huron

Lake St. Clair

Lake Erie



Detroit River Walleye

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Because of meeting location – have to address Detroit River
2022 – Detroit River targeted walleye effort 463K angler hours; Erie 275K (70% higher effort DR)
Detroit River 298K walleye harvested; Erie 143K
Most effort in April and May – very condensed time period



Do Walleye Move Beyond the SCDRS?

2,812 tag returns

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Demonstrate that walleye migrater throughout the system
Strong eastward and northward movement patterns are obvious.
Seasonal patterns of tag recoveries indicate that many walleye that spawn in the Western Basin spend much of the remainder of each year in the Central Basin, Eastern Basin, St. Clair System, or even Lake Huron.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb – highest population
40% of people in three counties ~4M people
Tremendous fishing pressure



Great Lakes Creel

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Comparison to other Great Lakes
Combine Lake Erie and St Clair – 20% effort yet 40% of harvest
Disproportionate across lakes



Great Lakes Creel

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just another way to look at effort – higher harvest rate in Erie and St clair
And if look at angler effort relative to surface area of the lakes – Erie and St Clair stand out
Intense fisheries
Not all great news – highlight a couple of challenges



Limited Access

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not all great news – highlight a couple of challenges
Great fishery and high population – access can be limited
Lake St Clair and Lake Erie each have 2 of largest BAS in the state.
Nothing on Detroit River



Harmful Algal Blooms

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Harmful algal blooms on Erie
Attributed to high levels of nutrients
Primarily from non-point sources – mostly agriculture



Harmful Algal Blooms
August 31, 2015 September 4, 2016

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
See at lakewide level
A number of programs underway, but progress is slow
Don’t want to end a negative note



Great Partnerships

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Don’t want to end of negative note
Highlight one of the many great partnerships



Questions?

Jim Francis
Michigan DNR-Fisheries
517-242-3593
francisj@Michigan.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Economics
Lake Erie as an example: commercial and recreational fishing in Lake Erie generates $1.4 billion dollars in total sales, over $700 million dollars in personal income, and supports nearly 15,000 jobs (2009 estimates). 
Provides recreation
Improves quality of life for residents – where we live and work




Fisheries Order 
Recommendations

Lucas Nathan, Ph.D.

Fisheries Division

Aquatic Species and Regulatory Affairs Unit Manager

August 8, 2024



Fisheries Order Proposal Process

NRCFisheries Chief approval

Multi-division Fisheries Regulation Review Committee

Local Fisheries Division review

Stakeholder/Angler input; Advisory Committee feedback ; Social surveys

Proposal form developed

Fisheries Division Basin Team Review

Update Proposal form

(Internal or external)



Fisheries Order “Screening” Considerations

Fisheries Order Recommendation(s)

Regulation ideas & proposals

Biological rationale and effect on fish population(s)
Public trust responsibility, supporting data, alignment with management goals

Effect on angler opportunities & 
enforceability

Angler support
Representative feedback

Regulatory 
complexity



Overview of Fisheries Orders Recommendations

August (today)
• FO-200: Inland Rivers and Streams - 

Trout and Salmon Regulations

• FO-210: Designated Trout Streams

• FO-224: Regulations on the Take of 
Reptiles and Amphibians

• FO-254: Inland Lakes - Trout and Salmon 
Regulations

September
• FO-202: Special Hook Size Fishing 

Regulations

• FO-205: Michigan-Wisconsin Boundary 
Waters

• FO-206: Special Fishing Regulations for 
Warmwater Species on Select Waters

• FO-219: Bow, Spear, and Crossbow 
Fishing Regulations

• FO-240: Sturgeon Regulations 



• Waterbody[s] (county)

• Problem: “what is the issue”

• Objectives: “some of the most influential factors”

Recommendations

Recommendation Format 

Maps 
and 

supporting information



• Grass/Clam River (Antrim)

• Problem: Angler confusion about Type 4 boundary

• Objectives: 

• Minimize angler confusion 

• Maximize protection of natural reproduction

Recommendations

• Modify “from Lake Bellaire downstream to Clam Lake”

• Add “from Clam Lake downstream to the end of the 
dock at the confluence with Torch Lake”

Fisheries Order-200.25
for information



• Rogue River (Kent)

• Problem: Angler confusion about boundary

• Objective: 

• Minimize angler confusion 

• Align regulation with Steelhead amendment

Recommendation

• Remove “at East Road Bridge Street”

Fisheries Order-200.25
for information



• Multiple Rivers (11 unique, 13 locations)

• Problem: 

• Confusion about the Steelhead amendment (20” MSL)

• Currently implemented as addition to Type 3 and 4 
regulations

• I.e., five fish limit, 10” MSL, no more than three over 15” and one 20”+

• Allows harvest of Eagle Lake stocked fish and “skippers”

• Point of confusion for anglers (see unauthorized posting)

Fisheries Order-200.25
for information



• Multiple Rivers (11 unique, 13 locations)

• Problem: 

• Confusion about the Steelhead amendment (20” MSL)

• Currently implemented as addition to Type 3 and 4 
regulations

• I.e., five fish limit, 10” MSL, no more than three over 15” and one 20”+

• Allows harvest of Eagle Lake stocked fish and “skippers”

• Point of confusion for anglers (see unauthorized posting)

Fisheries Order-200.25
for information



• Objectives: 

• Clarify Steelhead amendment intent and align with “Type” regs

• Maximize diverse fishing opportunities (i.e., Eagle Lake fish)  

• Minimize regulatory complexity

• Harvest not perceived as high risk by Fisheries Division

• Eight alternative options discussed with NRC Fisheries Committee and 
Fisheries Division Staff

Fisheries Order-200.25
for information



Fisheries Order-200.25
for information

Alternative Options Restricts harvest to 1 fish >=20” Angler opportunities for harvest 
of fish < 20”

Complexity

1 
(current, cleaned up)

Yes All (13) Moderate

2 Yes Muskegon and Rogue (2) High
3 Yes Muskegon, Rogue, and Manistee (3) High

4 Yes All but Bear Creek, Prairie Creek, 
and Little Manistee (10)

High

5 Yes None (0) Moderate
6 Yes Muskegon and Rogue (2) High
7 Yes All, only one fish (13) Moderate
8 Yes All (13), only one fish in 11 locations Moderate



Fisheries Order-200.25
for information

Alternative Options Restricts harvest to 1 fish >=20” Angler opportunities for harvest 
of fish < 20”

Complexity

1 
(current, cleaned up)

Yes All (13) Moderate

2 Yes Muskegon and Rogue (2) High
3 Yes Muskegon, Rogue, and Manistee (3) High

4 Yes All but Bear Creek, Prairie Creek, 
and Little Manistee (10)

High

5 Yes None (0) Moderate
6 Yes Muskegon and Rogue (2) High
7 Yes All, only one fish (13) Moderate
8 Yes All (13), only one fish in 11 locations Moderate



• For all rivers in amendment*:

• 5 fish Daily Possession Limit 
(multispecies)

• Size Limits*

• 10” MSL for RBT (varies for 
other species and types)

• No more than 3 fish >=15”

• Fishing and possession season 
for RBT open all year

• *Pere Marquette exemption

Fisheries Order-200.25
for information

Option Rogue and 
Muskegon

All other rivers 
in amendment

6 Up to 5 total RBT, 
only one >= 20”

One RBT >= 20”

7 One RBT >=10” One RBT >=10”

8 Up to 5 total RBT, 
only one >= 20”

One RBT >=10”



• Partial support for “Option 8” from Fisheries Division and NRC Fisheries Committee

• Maintain status quo on Rogue and Muskegon to allow harvest of stocked Eagle 
Lake (resident) Rainbow Trout

• On others, remove 20” MSL and replace with one fish RBT limit (>=10”)

• Updated language included in FO-200.25

• Recommendation

• No additional modifications

Fisheries Order-200.25
for information



• Clam River (Antrim)

• Problem: Angler confusion about boundary (as in 
FO-200)

• Objectives: 

• Minimize angler confusion 

• Maximize protection of natural reproduction

Recommendation

• Add “Clam River from end of the dock at the 
confluence with Torch Lake”

Fisheries Order-210.25
for information



• Rio Grande Creek (Muskegon)

• Problem: Creek managed as Brown Trout fishery, 
but is not Designation Trout Stream

• Objectives: 

• Maximize protection of natural reproduction

• Maximize angler awareness

Recommendation

• Add as Designation Trout Stream, managed with 
Type-1 trout regulations

Fisheries Order-210.25
for information



• White River (Muskegon)

• Problem: Mismatch in habitat and regulations

• Objectives: 

• Maximize diverse fishing opportunities 
(bowfishing, per LED input)

Recommendation

• Move the downstream boundary of the 
Designation Trout Stream from Business US-31 
to north bound US-31.

Fisheries Order-210.25
for information



• Statewide

• Problem: Inefficient process for temporary 
possession/relocation of reptiles and amphibians

• Objectives: 

• Minimize administration cost

• Maximize protection of reptiles and amphibians

Recommendation

• Add language to allow for temporary 
possession/relocation on private property

Fisheries Order-224.25
for information



• Statewide

• Problem: Order list out of date

• Objectives: 

• Align FO designation list with the 2023 Threatened and 
Endangered list

Recommendation

• Move the following species from “Group 1” to ”Group 2” (T/E)

• Eastern massasauga rattlesnake

• Wood turtle

• Eastern box turtle

Fisheries Order-224.25
for information



• Statewide

• Problem: Angler confusion about gear (blowguns)

• Objectives: 

• Minimize angler confusion 

• Maximize protection of reptiles and amphibians

Recommendation

• Add blowgun to list of unlawful gears

Fisheries Order-224.25
for information



• Lime Lake (Leelanau)

• Problem: 

• Past stocking efforts ineffective

• Mismatch in habitat/fish community and regulations

• Objectives:

• Minimize angler confusion 

• Maximize diverse fishing opportunities

Recommendation

• Remove Type C regulations 

• Immediate effect following decision

Fisheries Order-254.25
for information



Questions?

Lucas Nathan, Ph.D.

Fisheries Division

nathanl@michigan.gov



Mentored Hunting Program

Chad Fedewa, Deer, Elk, and Moose Management Specialist, Acting, WLD
Sergeant Michael Mshar, LED

Department of Natural Resources
August 8, 2024



History of 
Mentored Youth Hunting Program

• Established in 2011 via Legislation
• Limited to youth under 10
• Accompanied by a mentor at least 21 years of 

age, no more than an arm’s length away
• Excluded individuals over 10, even those who 

are unable to complete training in hunter safety

53

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Mentored Youth Hunting Program was established in 2011 via legislation to allow youth, under the age of 10, to participate in hunting when accompanied by an eligible mentor, while possessing the mentored youth hunting license, and when hunting in conformance with requirements established by the Natural Resources Commission (NRC). That year, a Mentored Youth Hunting Workgroup (workgroup) was established by the NRC and included representatives from hunting and hunter safety organizations, with several of the organizations represented solely by youth. The workgroup determined that the program should be simple to understand with minimal requirements, including the statutory eligibility established for the mentor; a limited number of hunting devices for each mentor/mentored youth group; and direct supervision by the mentor of no more than an arm’s length distance when a mentored youth is in possession of a firearm. In addition, the mentored youth must be able to demonstrate the safety features of the hunting device they are possessing. 
 
The Department and the Legislature has received feedback from the parents and guardians of individuals who are unable to hunt due to licensing age restrictions and the inability to complete training in hunter safety. 




Public Act 96 of 2024
• Expands opportunity to include:

– a minor child who has a developmental disability and is unable to obtain 
certification of completion of training in hunter safety; and

– an adult who has a developmental disability and has a guardian appointed 
under chapter 6 of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1600 to 
330.1644, and is unable to obtain certification of completion of training in 
hunter safety.

– Free for qualifying hunters with developmental disabilities

54

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In order to create opportunity for these individuals, Public Act 96 of 2024 was enacted on July 23, 2024, to expand the Mentored Hunting Program to include:
a minor child who has a developmental disability and is unable to obtain certification of completion of training in hunter safety; and
an adult who has a developmental disability and has a guardian appointed under chapter 6 of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1600 to 330.1644, and is unable to obtain certification of completion of training in hunter safety.
The license is free for qualifying hunters with developmental disabilities





Wildlife Conservation Order 
No. 8 of 2024

• Align with 96 PA 2024
• Program name change from “Mentored Youth 

Hunting Program” to “Mentored Hunting 
Program”

• Creates Inclusive Mentored License
• Points to Mental Health Code definition of 

“developmental disability.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed recommendations will align with 2024 PA 96 and make administrative changes to the appropriate sections of the Wildlife Conservation Order. The Department recommends changing the program name from “Mentored Youth Hunting Program” to “Mentored Hunting Program”. In addition, a new license will be created and is called the inclusive mentored license. For the purposes of the Mentored Hunting Program, “developmental disability” means that term as defined in section 100a of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1100a.




Thank You
www.michigan.gov 
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