
Dog Training Limit on Bears

Chad Stewart, WLD
Jason Haines, LED



Original Proposal
• Currently, up to 8 dogs can be trained on a 

bear at any one time.
• Original Proposal: Increase the number of 

dogs that can be trained on a bear to 10.
– Train dogs more efficiently
– Trespass concerns
– Wolf Conflicts
– Public Perception of hunting with dogs

• Department did not support this proposal

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At last month’s NRC meeting, the Department presented Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 2 of 2025, Bear Regulations, that included a discussion on increasing the dog training limit to 10 dogs. The Department did not support the increase due to complicated regulations, and concerns that it may cause an increased potential for dogs to fall out of a race and become lost, trespass on private property, and/or have conflicts with wolves. However, it was supported by a majority of the Bear Forum members and that was expressed during the public comment period. The Department has re-reviewed the proposal to increase the dog training limit to 10 dogs and is recommending a revised regulation after further discussions with stakeholders and staff.



New Proposal

• It shall be unlawful to dog train more than 
eight dogs on bear at any one time, except 
an additional two dogs may be brought to 
the tree on a leash for purposes of training 
after the chase has ended and the bear is 
treed. 

• New WCO amendment required

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed revised regulation is:  It shall be unlawful to dog train more than eight dogs on bear at any one time, except an additional two dogs may be brought to the tree on a leash for purposes of training after the chase has ended and the bear is treed. A new WCO amendment is required for this proposal because the section of law was not opened in WCO amendment No. 2; Bear Regulations. 



Discussion
• Compromise between stakeholder groups 

and Department staff
• LED & WLD are neutral

– Concerns that differing regulations for bear 
hunting season and dog training season can 
cause confusion

– No biological impact

• Will not be included in the Bear Hunting 
Regulations Summary if approved

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This regulation is a compromise between stakeholder groups and DNR staff. Law Enforcement Division is neutral on the proposal because of concerns that differing regulations for bear hunting season and dog training season can cause confusion. Wildlife Division is also neutral on the proposal, as there is no biological impact. An important thing to note is that if this regulation is approved, it will not be included in the Bear Hunting Regulations Summary due to timing and already established print deadlines.



Thank You



2025-26 Migratory Game Bird 
Hunting Seasons 

Kaitlyn Barnes, Waterfowl Specialist (Acting)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning commissioners and Director. My name is Kaitlyn Barnes, and I am the acting Waterfowl Specialist for the Wildlife Division.  I am going to be presenting our recommendations for the 2025-2026 migratory game bird hunting seasons, as well as some recommendations for changes to Wildlife Conservation Orders, and one Land Use Order of the Director. 



Process
• USFWS: 

• Publish Preliminary, Proposed, and Final 
Frameworks

• DNR:
• Waterfowl Workgroup
• Citizens Waterfowl Advisory Committee
• NRC
• Submit Season Selections for publication in 

Federal Register

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Begin with a brief overview of the regulation setting process.Migratory bird regs different from other species because we must set our regulations within federal frameworks.  USFWS prescribes frameworks for dates and times that seasons can occur and the bag limits for speciesFrameworks are negotiated with states via the Flyway Councils – Michigan is part of the Mississippi Flyway Council.Once federal frameworks are published, States then begin their process to set regulations within frameworksDNR process officially kicks off in December with a meeting of an internal Wildlife Division working group, then we meet with the CWAC in early-mid January.  We develop our recommendations considering the CWAC’s input and the recommendations that they provide us.  All of the recommendations that I am presenting today are supported by them.After the NRC process, we wrap up in late April when states must submit their season selections to be published in the Federal Register.



Canada Goose Population Status

• Mississippi Flyway temperate-
breeding estimates indicate long-
term increasing trend

• MI temperate-breeding estimates 
are above goal range

• Subarctic-nesting geese stable but 
variable

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Transition into Canada Geese2 stocks of Canada geese in the Mississippi Flyway and that are harvested here in MI:  temperate-breeding (resident birds) and subarctic-breeding (nesting on Hudson Bay)Trends:MF TB long-term increasing trend (about 1.3 million last year and slightly above the MF’s goal).  MI has conducted a spring breeding waterfowl survey since 1991 which allows us to generate pop estimates.Michigan’s estimates for the last several years have been near or above our desired abundance range (175,000-225,000 birds). The 2024 estimate for Canada geese was 218,574, which was 29% above the 2023 estimate and 21% above the LTA.    Because we continue to observe this long-term increase in CAGO estimates, we continue to make full use of hunting season days and daily limits available within Federal hunting season regulation frameworks – our Canada goose seasons have been as liberal as possible and we attempt to time seasons to target MI temperate breedersAlso harvest subarctic-nesting CAGO that migrate through MI.  Their populations relatively stable over long-term but with high annual variation – because of high annual variability on their subarctic nesting grounds.



2025 Goose Season 
Federal Framework



2025 Goose Season Federal Framework

• Season length 
and outside dates
– Maximum 107 days 
– Between Sept. 1 - Feb. 

15

• 4 segments 
allowed

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No changes in CAGO frameworks for this year.



2025 Goose Federal 
Frameworks – Bag Limits

Canada daily limits:
– Maximum 5 birds

White-fronted daily limits:
– Maximum 5 birds in aggregate 

with dark geese

Brant daily limits:
– Maximum 1 bird in aggregate 

with dark geese

Snow, blue, Ross’ 
daily limits:

– Maximum 20 birds

Possession limits 3X daily limit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No changesWhite-fronts and brant not typically harvested but allows hunters the flexibility to take them if encountered when goose hunting.



2025 Michigan Goose 
Season Recommendations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Present recommendations for all 3 of our waterfowl hunting zones and 2 GMUsI’ll note that all of the recommended season dates overlap completely with our recommended duck season dates in each zone.  Our waterfowl hunter opinion data has indicated that this overlap of duck and goose hunting is extremely important. 



2025 Goose Season 
Recommendations Season Dates and 

Bag Limits – North Zone

• Sept. 1 – Dec. 16
• Dark goose aggregate daily 

limit = 5, only 1 of which 
can be a brant

• Light goose daily limit = 20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unchanged for North Zone from previous seasons



2025 Goose Season 
Recommendations Season Dates and 

Bag Limits – Middle Zone

• Sept. 1 – 30 and Oct. 4 – 
Dec. 19

• Dark goose aggregate daily 
limit = 5, only 1 of which 
can be a brant

• Light goose daily limit = 20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Similar to previous years



2025 Goose Season 
Recommendations Season Dates and 

Bag Limits – South Zone

• Sept. 1 – 30; Oct. 18 – Dec. 
14; Dec. 27 – Jan. 4, 2026; 
and Jan. 31 – Feb. 9, 2026

• Dark goose aggregate daily 
limit = 5, only 1 of which 
can be a brant

• Light goose daily limit = 20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Similar structure for season dates in South Zone as last year



2025 Goose Season 
Recommendations – GMUs

Allegan County 
• Sept. 1 – 30; Oct. 18 –

Nov. 5; Dec. 20 – Feb. 
15, 2026

• Dark goose aggregate 
daily limit = 5, only 1 of 
which can be a brant

• Light goose daily limit = 
20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2 GMUs in SW MI allow for greater flexibility in season dates.These areas historically had very large concentrations of Canada geese.  Generally, these areas have later peaks of CAGO abundance.  Similar to last year:Middle segment aligns with South Zone duck opener and captures draw weekend at Fennville Farm UnitUnlike previous years, does not encompass Thanksgiving



2025 Goose Season 
Recommendations – GMUs

Muskegon County 
Wastewater 

• Oct. 21 – Dec. 20
• Dark goose 

aggregate daily limit 
= 5, only 1 of which 
can be a brant

• Light goose daily 
limit = 20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other GMU is Muskegon County WastewaterLater start to align with later duck season opener.Shorter season than previous years – limited opportunity beyond December 20, plus staff draw schedules. 



2024 Duck Population Status

• Continental duck 
populations slightly 
down from 2023

• Michigan total duck 
and mallard estimates 
up greatly significantly 
from 2023
– Continuing concern over 

long-term decline of 
Great Lakes mallards

David Stimac Photography

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ducks are surveyed annually through the Breeding Population and Habitat Survey.  Most of this survey is jointly conducted by the FWS and CWS across important breeding areas in US and Canada.  The DNR also conducts this survey in Michigan.This is important because the Adaptive Harvest Management process used to determine Mississippi Flyway duck season frameworks uses the prior year’s mallard BPOPs (including MI) and habitat conditions to inform models.Continental BPOPs in 2024 only had 4 species that saw increases:  wigeon, green-winged teal, greater and lesser scaup, and mallard.  Most other species saw declines.As I previously mentioned, MI conducts a Breeding Waterfowl Survey as part of the coordinated midcontinent survey.  Monitoring state-specific BPOPs important because our “home grown” mallards are critical to our harvest success – about 75% of the mallards we harvest in MI are produced in the Great Lakes region.The 2024 estimate of total ducks was about 674,000 which was 394 percent above the record low 2023 estimate and 12 percent above the long-term average. The 2024 estimate for mallards was 250,000 which was 203 percent above the 2023 estimate and 22 percent below the long-term average. While mallard and total duck numbers were up from last year, we are still continuing to see a long-term decline of mallards across the Great Lakes region.  I will note that survey conditions were not ideal in 2023 with rain and storms delaying the survey start date and observers reported poorer visibility due to leaf out conditions on some transects in the Lower Peninsula. Also, we continue to have to make adjustments to the survey segments because of significant interference from airport traffic and wind turbines.  Both of these factors (weather and adjusted survey segments) can introduce bias into our population estimates.Because of continuing concern over declining mallard pops, there are currently ongoing research projects investigating causes of the decline.  Preliminary results suggest that harvest is NOT to blame, consistent with past analyses and research.  It looks like reduced productivity of hens due to reduced breeding habitat, especially grasslands, and hybridization with released game farm mallards.  



2025 Duck Season 
Federal Framework

• Liberal season 
– Maximum 60 days 
– Between Saturday 

nearest Sept. 24 and 
January 31 

– Maximum 6 birds per day
• Possession limit 3X 

daily limit
• Seasons set by Zone
• One split per Zone

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No change from 2023. Still in a liberal framework, versus conservative or moderate. Liberal – 60 days, 6-duck daily limitModerate – 45 days, 6-duck daily limitRestrictive – 30 days, 3-duck daily limit



• 6 ducks combined
– Mallard

• Maximum 4 birds (maximum 2 hens)
– Wood duck

• Maximum 3 birds
– Redhead, Canvasback, & American 

black duck
• Maximum 2 birds

– Scaup
• 2 for 45 days and 1 for 15 days

– Northern pintail
• Maximum 3 birds

– All other ducks
• 6 birds

• 5 mergansers combined
– Maximum 2 hooded mergansers 

Hooded 
merganser

Mallard

Canvasback
Greater
scaup

Northern
pintail

Black 
duck

2025 Duck Season 
Federal Framework – Daily Limits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Only change here is underline, Change from 1 pintail to 3, which I will cover in the next slide. Similar to the last few years, there is a split scaup bag limit. Scaup harvest restrictions are implemented under a Scaup Harvest Strategy which is based on the current scaup population model and an objective to achieve 95 percent of the maximum, long-term cumulative harvest. Based on a restrictive regulatory alternative selected for the 2024 hunting season and a 2024 survey result of 4.07 million scaup, the optimal regulatory choice for the 2025 hunting season for all four Flyways is the restrictive regulatory alternative. This restrictive framework allows for a 60-day season with a limit of two birds for 45 days and one bird for 15 days. The 45 and 15-day segments must be consecutive hunting days.



Pintail Limit 
• Updated harvest 

strategy
• New model, more 

data
• Season closure 

threshold lowered 
from 1.75 to 1.2 
million breeding 
pintails

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2024, the Service Regulations Committee approved an Interim Northern Pintail Harvest Strategy. The updated strategy utilizes a new integrated population model and incorporates an additional 10 years of data. The new strategy allows for a 3-bird daily bag option if warranted by population status. Additionally, the previous pintail strategy required the season to be open when the breeding population was above 1.75 million. Under this new strategy, the closure threshold was updated to 1.2 million breeding pintails.



2025 Michigan Duck Season 
Recommendations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Supported by CWAC



2025 Early Teal Season 
Recommendations

• Sept. 1 – 9 Statewide
• Daily limit 6 teal
• Possession 3X daily limit
• Hunting hours begin at 

sunrise

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are recommending opening as early as possible and running the full 9 days allowed.9-day season is a change from previous years’ 16-day season: The current estimated population of 4.6 million blue-winged teal is below the 4.7 million threshold for a 16- day season. Consequently, the recommended regulation for early teal season in 2025 for the Mississippi Flyway will now be a 9-day season with a 6-bird daily limit



• Remain 3rd weekend in September (Sept. 20-21)
• Daily and possession limits same as regular 

waterfowl seasons

2025 Youth Season 
Recommendations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No change 



Veterans and Active-Duty 
Waterfowl Hunt 

Recommendations

• Hold concurrently with Youth Season 
(September 20-21)

• Bag limits for Youth Season apply

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
States may and Active Military Personnel Waterfowl Hunting Days” in addition to regular duck seasons.  The Department and the CWAC recdesignate two days as “Veterans ommend continuing to hold this hunt concurrently with the Youth Waterfowl SeasonWaterfowl regulations and bag limits set for the Youth Waterfowl Season will apply to the Veterans and Active-Duty Waterfowl Hunting Days.  Holding this hunt concurrently with the Youth Waterfowl Season will provide simplified regulations and better enforcement and allows veterans and youth to hunt together



3-Year Stable Duck 
Season Opening Dates

• North Zone:
– 2025 = Sept. 27
– 2026 = Sept. 26
– 2027 = Sept. 25

• Middle Zone:
– 2025 = Oct. 4
– 2026 = Oct. 3
– 2027 = Oct. 2

• South Zone:
– 2025 = Oct. 18
– 2026 = Oct. 17
– 2027 = Oct. 16

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To achieve consistency and assist waterfowl hunters in planning their hunting seasons, the Department strives to propose opening dates of duck hunting seasons for a 3-year period.  The Department and CWAC provide the following recommended opening days of duck seasons for 2025-2027  If federal frameworks change during this period, then opening dates will be revisited.For example, if we were to enter a moderate framework with a max season date of 45 days, we would revisit the three year open dates. Note that this year is the first year of the next 3-year cycle.North and Middle Zone opening dates are consistent with previous years, however the South Zone 3-year stable opening dates are proposed for the third Saturday of October, a deviation from the recently typical opening date of the second Saturday of October. This recommendation is proposed to accommodate a desire for later waterfowl hunting opportunity in December in southern Michigan. This results in two weeks between the Middle Zone and South zone opening dates, a departure from the typical one-week consecutive opening dates between ones. This increases the total available hunting dates across the state. 



2025 Duck Season 
Recommendations – Dates

• North Zone
–  Sept. 27 – Nov. 23
–  Nov. 29 – 30 

• Middle Zone 
–  Oct. 4 – Nov. 30
–  Dec. 13 – 14

• South Zone 
–  Oct. 18 – Dec. 14
–  Dec. 27 – 28

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 2025 duck season recommendations are as follows for the North Zone, Middle Zone, and South Zone:



2025 Duck Season 
Recommendations – Daily Limits

• Maximum allowed under 
Federal Frameworks 

• Scaup:
• 2-bird limit for first 45 days in 

North Zone 
• 2-bird limit for the last 45 days 

in Middle and South Zones
• Maximize scaup harvest 

opportunity in each zone

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our recommendations for daily limits in the 2025 duck season are the maximum allowed under federal frameworks and incorporated the scaup bag limit conditions similar to previous years.Informing the scaup daily limit decision: Fall diving duck survey results from Lake St. Clair and western Lake Erie as well as an analysis of scaup harvest in Michigan reflect a two-bird limit for the first 45 days of the season in the North Zone and a one-bird limit for the first 15 days of the season in the Middle and South ZonesWe believe that this will maximize scaup harvest opportunity in each zone.



Waterfowl Management Zones

• Zone reconfiguration 
every 5 years:
– 1 zone, up to 2 splits
– 2 zones, 1 split
– 2 zones, 2 splits
– 3 zones, 1 split
– 4 zones, no split

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have three waterfowl management zones in Michigan, North, middle, and south. We have the option to reconfigure these zones every five years, with the federal framework. Zone configuration options are: Our next opportunity for zone configuration was this year, to take effect for the 2026-2030 seasons. The Department recommend that we maintain our current configuration of 3 zones and 1 split. 



Process
• Winter/Spring 2024-25 –  CWAC information gathering from hunters 
• August 2024 – Additional CWAC meeting 
• December 2024 – Zone change proposals from CWAC due
• December 2024 – DNR Workgroup discussions
• January 11, 2025 – CWAC Meeting 
• February 18, 2025 NRC (Information)
• March 13, 2025 NRC (Action)
• Implement 2026-27 hunting season (for 2026-30 seasons)



• 3 proposals evaluated:
– 4 zones, no split; additional zone southwest
– 2 zones, 2 splits
– Boundary change between South and Middle 

Zone

Duck Hunting Zones and Splits 
for 2026-2030 Seasons

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To accommodate desires for later hunting opportunity in southwest



Waterfowl Management Zones

2026-2030 recommendation:

• Maintain current 
configuration
– 3 zones, 1 split
– Boundaries remain the 

same

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Department recommend that we maintain our current configuration of 3 zones and 1 split, again, all of the recommendations that I am presenting today are supported by CWAC. We were ultimately able to accommodate the desire for later hunting opportunities by altering the season dates and maintaining the current zone configuration. 



2025-26 Falconry Season 
Recommendations

• Same dates as gun hunting
• Additional days for ducks, mergansers, coots, 

and moorhens:  
–  Dec. 29 – Jan. 11, 2026
–  Feb. 21 – Mar. 10, 2026

• No change to daily bag limits
• Possession limits 3X daily limit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Falconry hunting allowed during gun hunting but also allowed additional daysSimilar dates to previous years



Proposed Regulation Changes: 
Managed Waterfowl Areas

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Special regulations on our managed waterfowl areasThey provide high-quality and secure habitats for migrating waterfowl and other wetland species, as well as excellent recreational hunting and non-hunting opportunities.    The Department reviewed 7 changes to Wildlife Conservation Orders, and one change to Land Use Orders of the Director. 



Designated Retriever Dog Zones

• Currently, specific zones on 
MWAs require the use of a 
retrieving-type dog to hunt.

• Proposal: Repeal existing 
Conservation Order specific 
to retriever dog zones.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As written in the existing ordersNone of the managed waterfowl areas have designated retriever dog zones anymore, so the department is proposes to repeal the conservation order designating these retriever dog zones



Register Absentee Hunters for Draw

• Currently, all members of a group must register 
together prior to the drawing. 

• Proposal: Allow a single hunter to register up to 
3 absentee hunters prior to the drawing. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hunters have been allowed to register 3 absentee hunters since 2019 and the WCO needs to reflect these changes. MWA staff no longer check individual licenses and federal stamps prior to the draw, so not all members of a party nee to be present. Permits should be filled out in entirety prior to entering draw.



MWA Youth Days 

• Currently, MWA youth 
day parties must be 
“made up of at least 1 
youth, 16 or younger”.

• Proposal: Additionally, 
no more than 2 adults 
permitted in the party.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MWA staff already limit youth hunt parties to two adults, and it is stated in the Waterfowl Hunting Regulations Summary (Page 31) that no more than 2 adults may be in the party, so the department is proposing we change this language in the conservation order for consistency.



St. John’s Marsh Refuge Dates

• Currently, September 1 to November 30.

• Proposal: Change St. John’s Marsh refuge dates 
to September 1 to January 1.
– Provides consistency across MWAs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
St. Clair Flats State Wildlife Area includes two Hunting Units: St. John’s Marsh and Harsens Island. The Department recommends changing St. John’s Marsh Hunting Unit refuge dates to match the refuge dates at Harsens Island Hunting Unit. Refuge season date closures at the St. John’s Marsh was changed from September 1 to the end of the waterfowl season to September 1 to November 30 in 2022, however, after 2023, the Department has recognized the need for consistency across refuge dates between St. John’s Marsh and Harsens Island to minimize confusion for area users. 



Self-Registration for Deer Hunting

• Currently, deer hunting may be allowed by 
permit through a random drawing.

• Proposal: Additionally, allow deer hunters to 
obtain a permit through self-registration.
– Nayanquing Point
– Fish Point
– Harsens Island

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Where applicable, MWA staff currently issue self-registered hunting permit for seasons with limited hunter use. This minimizes staff time for running draws and allows hunters to utilize the area at their convenience. The Department recommends changing the WCO to align with what staff are already doing. This is being recommended for Nayanquing Point, Fish Point, and Harsens Island. Shiawassee River SGA is excluded because the area uses electronic permits through a reserved hunt, and Pointe Mouillee is excluded because the area does not issue permits for deer hunting in any of the Managed Waterfowl Hunting zones, and no permit is required on the remainder of the SGA. 



Shiawassee River SGA Deer Permits

• Currently, all deer and waterfowl hunting permits 
shall be returned to the check station. 

• Proposal: Require only waterfowl hunting 
permits to be returned to the check station. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As currently written, all deer and waterfowl hunting permits shall be returned to the check station. Deer permits are electronic and are not required to be submitted back to the office.  



Belvidere Bay Waterfowl Refuge

• Currently, Belvidere Bay on Lake St. Clair is a 
waterfowl refuge, closed to migratory bird 
hunting.

• Proposal: Repeal Belvidere Bay waterfowl 
refuge. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Currently, Belvidere Bay on Lake St. Clair is a waterfowl refuge, closed to migratory bird hunting. The Department is recommending that the Order designating Belvidere Bay a refuge be repealed. 



Belvidere Bay Waterfowl Refuge

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Belvidere bay on Lake St. Clair in Macomb County . The bay has been designated as a refuge closed to migratory bird hunting since 1989. 



Belvidere Bay Waterfowl Refuge

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The entirety of the shoreline in the bay is developed and does not offer any additional habitat or resources for waterfowl compared to anywhere else on the lake. Since the WCO only serves to prohibit hunting and not all access, fishing boats still regularly push birds out of the bay during the waterfowl hunting season, further limiting the potential for waterfowl refuge. Additionally, waterfowl that use Lake St. Clair take refuge on the Canadian side of the lake when hunting pressure is high, so the small refuge in Belvidere bay does not serve any additional benefit. The designation of the WCO means the refuge needs to be posted every year to be enforced, something that has not happened since the COVID-19 pandemic. Consequently, Law Enforcement Division receives numerous complaints from homeowners on the bay about waterfowl hunters in the refuge, but they have very little enforcement ability given the lack of signage. ~170 acres, 0.8 miles



Land Use Order of the Director:
Pointe Mouillee Refuge Dates

• Currently, September 1 to December 15.

• Proposal: Change Pointe Mouillee refuge dates 
to September 1 to January 1. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And finally, just one change to the Land Use Orders of the Director. Historically the refuge closed on December 15th to accommodate trapping on the area with no restricted units. With duck season moving later, the popularity of the late split, and to align refuge dates with the other managed waterfowl areas, the Department recommends changing the refuge closed dates at Pointe Mouillee State Game Area. Trapping is by permit only and access can be addressed through the trapping permit. 



Thank You
Michigan.gov/Waterfowl
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