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TO:    Natural Resources Commission 
     
FROM: Chris Semrinec, Legislative Liaison 
   
SUBJECT: Department of Natural Resources (Department) Legislative Update  
 
HB 4044 – Designates Official State Duck – Rep. Farhat 
This bill designates the Wood duck as the official duck of the state of Michigan. 

• The bill was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate and was 
signed into law by the Governor and is Public Act 7 of 2026.  

• The Administration is neutral on this legislation.  
 
SB 821 – Creates Veteran Lifetime Licenses – Sen. Albert   
This bill would amend the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act to 
create lifetime hunting and fishing licenses for veterans. 

• The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations.    
• The Administration has not yet taken a position on this legislation. 

 
SB 829 – Provides Appropriations for Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund – 
Sen. Cherry   
This bill contains the recommendations made by the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund Board for Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant awards for Fiscal Year 
2025-2026. The proposed appropriation totals $45 million in project funding from the 
trust fund.  

• The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
• The Administration has not yet taken a position on this legislation. 

 


