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MICHIGAN

ELK CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN
2023-2033

2023-2033

"Manage for a sustainable elk
population in balance with habitat

"Use hunting as the primary method
to manage elk

"Enhance public understanding of
elk management




POPULATION GOAL AND CURRENT ESTIMATE

Goal of 500-200 animals in current range

2024 Elk survey estimates:
1,146 estimated animals (95% Cl: 884-1,408)

2026 Elk survey currently underway = \ H - uJJ
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Figure 5. Estimates of elk abundance derived from the sightability model of Walsh et al. 2011
and aerial survey data, 95% confidence intervals shown in grey.




2025 ELK HUNT PERIOD 1

Dates:

"Aug. 26-29, Sep. 12-15,

Sep. 26-29

License Quota: 100
*30 any elk

=70 antlerless only elk

Hunt period 1

Units Open to Elk Hunting

75 . Units Closed to Elk Hunting
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2025 PRELIMINARY HARVEST: HUNT PERIOD 1

o State hunter harvest:
=26 antlered elk (bulls)
24 antlerless elk (3 calves)
= 50% success (50 from quota 100)
=2 hunters did not participate
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Pure Michigan Hunt: 1 bull
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Enforcement:
*No double kills or bulls on cow tag



2025 ELK HUNT PERIOD 2

Dates:
*December 13-21

Units:
"H and X or | and X

License Quota: 160
*50 any elk

*110 antlerless only elk

Hunt period 2

Units Open to Elk Hunting
Units Closed to Elk Hunting
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| 2025 PRELIMINARY HARVEST: HUNT PERIOD 2

State hunter harvest:
=40 antlered elk (bulls)
63 antlerless elk (8 calves)
*64% success (103 from quota 160)
-6 hunters did not participate

Pure Michigan Hunt: 1 bull

e Enforcement:
l -1 double Kkill

- 1 bull taken by antlerless only hunter
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ELK SUCCESS RATES - STATE DRAWING HUNTERS

2021 2022 2023 ylopZi! 2025 5 Year Avg.
Early Season 7 3% 61%
Late Season 63% 78%
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2025 TOTAL ELK SEASON HARVEST SUMMARY

Hunt Period 1 Harvest:

- State hunter harvest: 50 legally harvested elk
= 26 bulls, 24 cows/calves; 50% success

Hunt Period 2 Harvest:

- State hunter harvest: 103 legally harvested elk
= 40 bulls, 63 cows/calves; 64% success

8 of 260 hunters did not participate
2 of 3 Pure Michigan hunters successful
Tribal Harvest still being tabulated



Elk Survey

"Conducted every two years in January
*2026 underway

Elk Regulations

*2-year cycle: 2026-2027 seasons are next
"Proposals for Information in March, action in April
"October 30 Open House in Gaylord



www.michigan.gov/elk
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