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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026
PA 22 of 2025

General Fund
$73,009.4
14%

Fiscal Year o e

2026 Budget:
Appropriations -

Forest Development
$49,485.5
9%

Waterways
- 18% $33,638.0
by Funding
Park Endowment
$22,050.5
Source
Rec Passport Fees
$15,987.6
ORYV Trail 3%,
Federal $15590/15.5
$100,214.8 o
19% Snowmobile Funds
Other $12,364.4
Land Exchange Facilitation $12,336.7 2%

& Management Fund 2%
$4,643.3 Marine Safety . \_Private & Gift
1% $5,548.6 Fores$t6Rze;c[:)r§atlon $7,609.2
10/0 ,1% ' 10/0

*Note: Figures in thousands Total Funding: $543,194.3 *




Fiscal Year

2026 Budget:
Appropriations
by Program
Area

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026
PA 22 of 2025

Law Enforcement
$56,438.4
10%

Capital Outlay
$52,067.4

Wildlife
$48,657.7
Forest Resources 9%
$73,838.6

14% Fisheries
$35,994.7
7%
Grants
$35,776.6
7%
Communications &
Customer Services
$26,934.3
. 5%
Parks & Recreation Finance & Operations

$141,239.4
26% $22:160?9.7
(1]

One-time Appropriations

Property Mgmt/Gift $12,211.8

$8,577.1 2%
1% Department Intivatives | other \ Information Technology
$8,848.3 $9,270.9 $10,729.4
2% 29/, 2%

*Note: Figures in thousands Total Funding: $543,194.3*




DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
GAME & FISH PROTECTION FUND: REVENUE SOURCES
FISCAL YEAR: 2023-2024

(in thousands)

Game & Fish
Protection

Fund:

Revenue
Sources

Federal Revenues Other $2,525.9 3%

$2,706.0 3%

Investment
Revenue $22,306.1
26%

Hunting, Fishing, &
Trapping Licenses
$57,516.5 68%

Total Funding: $85,054.5



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
GAME & FISH PROTECTION FUND: APPROPRIATIONS
FISCAL YEAR: 2023-2024

TSsor Game & Fish

ol Protection
Fund:

Appropriations

Grants $2,752.5 3%

Info. Technology
$3,878.1 5%

Other* $4,067.0 5%
Finance &

Operations $4,978.4
6%

Marketing & Outreach
$9,126.7 12%

Fisheries $20,697.9

Wildlife $12,668.9
26%

16%

Total Funding: $79,391.1







DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WILDLIFE: FUNDING SOURCES
FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 - PUBLIC ACT 119 of 2023
(in thousands)

Wildlife 2
Division:
Where the
money comes

from

Other*
$1,099
2%
General Fund
$3,979
9%

“Deer Range Improvement,

Federal (PR $20.7M; other grants Turkey, Waterfowl, and Pheasant

$2.3M)
$22,990 *Nongame, Forest Development,
529 Private & POC funds

Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Total - $48,700 (-$4,400 unearned revenue) = $44,400 Available




Wildlife
Division:
Where the

money goes

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WILDLIFE: SPEND PLAN BY PROGRAM
FISCAL YEAR - 2025-2026

Wildlife Population (in thousands) Land Management
Management $12’500
$11,700 28%
26%
Business Admin & Qutreach &
SUFJDC_”'[: Engagement
Professional $7.,700
Development 1’7%
$1,800
4%
Business Admin &
Support: Program Business Admin &
Administration Support: Equipment
$5,100 & Maintenance
12% $5,700
13%

Total Spend Plan: $44,400




T h e p o b ‘ em 1977C|=|:{:F9|a6t050

e Full time staff down nearly 20% since 2005.

« Aged (>50 years old) offices and storage
buildings - $20M Need.

 Aged (>60 years old) managed wetland
infrastructure - $40-60M Need.

« Old equipment — $10M Need.

» Skyrocketing costs.




Our Response

* Holding Vacancies

« Temporary Employees

. VVehicle Fleet Y N QI ning
Hunting kc:c.l!-

« Out of State Travel - Program

e Qvertime

e Research and Private Lands




Inflation Eroding our Capacity

« $12.5M lost in purchasing
power over 7 years (21% of
total budget)

e Game & Fish down 16%

* Federal Funds down 34% (incl.
Pittman-Robertson)

« Operating budget hit hardest:
~40% less for habitat, species
monitoring, repairs.




Should Hunters and Anglers Pay More?

* Fish and Wildlife and wild woods
and waters are worthy of
Investment.

« Without broader funding, hunters
and anglers must continue to carry
responsibility.

« Our hunting and fishing licenses are
dramatically undervalued.
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Michigan's Deer "Product”

e #2 In antlered buck harvest
* 50% deer hunter success

* 85% - 6+ points & 66% - 8+
points

* Most land open to public
hunting













 Fiscal year 2026 supplemental requests submitted to

Other BUdget the State Budget Office on 1/9:
« Alignment of gas tax increase = $11,500,000
Items of Note

_ « Wildlife infrastructure = $10,000,000
for Fiscal

Year 2026

« Fisheries infrastructure = $7,000,000

« Multi-year, multi-state deer overabundance
research = $3,221400

« $45,000,000 in Natural Resources Trust Fund Board
recommended grants, potential House challenges

« Acquisition = $25.9M, 10 local and 5 state
« Development = $19.1M, 55 local and 5 state



	�Game & Fish Protection Fund,�Budget Overview Wildlife Division�
	Fiscal Year 2026 Budget: Appropriations by Funding Source
	Fiscal Year 2026 Budget: Appropriations by Program Area
	Game & Fish Protection Fund: Revenue Sources
	Game & Fish Protection Fund: Appropriations
	Michigan’s Conservation Legacy
	Wildlife Division: �Where the money comes from��
	Wildlife Division: �Where the money goes��
	The Problem
	Our Response
	Inflation Eroding our Capacity
	Should Hunters and Anglers Pay More?
	Annual Cost & 2024 Inflation Adjusted Cost of Michigan Resident Deer License , 1929-2024. �
	Michigan’s Deer “Product”
	DNR Wildlife Staff at Work
	Threats to our wildlife conservation legacy
	Working together for conservation
	Other Budget Items of Note for Fiscal Year 2026

