O
o~
—)
o~
—_
-
o
T
—




PROPOSED CHANGES

Hunt Periods:
" Longer
* Contiguous days

" Avoid conflicts: adverse weather, holidays

Quotas:
" Decrease overall, particularly antlerless-only

Intended Outcomes:
" Improve hunter success
" Slightly reduce elk harvest

" Stabilize population at goal




ELK SUCCESS RATES - STATE DRAWING HUNTERS

2021 2022 2023 ylopZi! 2025 5 Year Avg.
Early Season 80% 7 3% 61%
Late Season 72% 63% 78%




2026 Estimate:
/733 elk

“Upper Cl: 280
“Lower Cl: 487
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2026-2027 RECOMMENDED ELK HUNT PERIOD 1

14 days, 3" Monday of Sep.
through 1% Sunday of Oct.
"Previously 3, 4-day hunt periods

Dates:
=2026: Sep. 21-Oct. 4

*2025: Aug. 26-29, Sep. 12-15,

Sep. 26-29

Hunt period 1

Units Open to Elk Hunting
Units Closed to Elk Hunting
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2026-2027 RECOMMENDED PERIOD T QUOTAS

License Quota: 100
(unchanged)
*40 any elk (increase of 10)

*60 antlerless only elk
(decrease of 10)

Hunt period 1

Units Open to Elk Hunting

i -75- _ Units Closed to Elk Hunting
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2026-2027 RECOMMENDED

15 Days
"Previously 9 days

Dates:
"December 1-15

"Previously December 13-21

ELK HUNT PERIOD 2

Hunt period 2

Units Open to Elk Hunting
Units Closed to Elk Hunting
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2026-2027 RECOMMENDED PERIOD 2 QUOTAS

License Quota: 100 (decrease of [a.

: Units Open to Elk Hunting
6 O ) '75 Units Closed to Elk Hunting
3 === Unit Boundaries
e Im-usaovc;,tw.
*30 any elk (decrease of 20) X e X
1 ’ I 3-::.

*70 antlerless (decrease of 40)
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EXAMINATION,
SEALING, AND
REGISTRATION

Eliminate requirement to
present whole carcasses

" Require hunters to present only
the elk head

No change to timeline or
data collection

* Within 24 hrs, before removing
elk from open hunting area

" Registration, verification of age
and sex, sealing, tooth collection




PUBLIC FEEDBACK ON RECOMMENDATIONS

Initial proposal: Elk Hunt Period 1, 2"¢ Saturday of Sep. through
2" Sunday of Oct.

*May 2025 meeting with licensed guides and landowners: ~90% support
"Oct. 2025 open house and comment period: 63% support, 37% oppose
*Objections from overlap with all 9 days for bear hunting with dogs

Current recommendations: overlap with final 2 days of bear
hunting with dogs

“Prior interference: 18%, primarily with other elk hunters



2026-2027
RECOMMENDATIONS

Intended outcomes:
*Hunter success: ~66-72%

*60 fewer licenses, ~10-40
fewer elk harvested

*Stabilize population at goal

"Respond to public feedback




www.michigan.gov/elk
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