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Budget Development Cycle



Overview of budget allocation

• The Governor’s recommended budget for fiscal year 2027 
includes total ongoing funding of $605.3 million, of which $61.7 
million comes from the state’s general fund.

• $29.4 million for investing in natural resources (state restricted 
funds) through an increase in the Game and Fish license fees.

• $24.6 million for investing in waterways and trails (state 
restricted funds) from a growth in revenues to the Recreation 
Improvement Account. This results from the 2026 roads 
improvement plan and from an increase in boating registration fees.

• $1.4 million for the Nature Awaits education program (one-time 
state general fund) which supports every fourth-grade class in 
Michigan participating in a hands-on field trip to a state park.

• $436,200 for investing in Michigan History Center (state 
restricted funds) gift shops at state parks and recreation areas; also 
to provide for exhibit maintenance and upgrade needs. 

• $393,700 for employee recruitment and retention (state restricted 
funds) to increase capacity of state park supervisors.
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Forest Resources Division 
Appropriations by Funding Source

General Fund, $12,479.1 
, 21%

Federal, $4,750.0 , 8%

Good Neighbor Auth., 
$6,000.0 , 10%

Private, $1,393.7 , 2%

Forest Development, 
$33,000.0 , 56%

Game and Fish, $842.3 , 2%

Other, $472.0 , 1%

FISCAL YEAR: 2025-2026 - PUBLIC ACT 22 of 2025

(in thousands)

FY 25-26 Total: $73,838.6 (-$14,901.5 Unearned Revenue) = $58,937.1 Available 



Forest Resources Division Budget 
by Program

Fire, $17,900.0 , 30%
Good Neighbor Authority, 

$5,960.0 , 10%

Forestry, $25,600.0 , 
44%

Cooperative Programs, 
$2,900.0 , 5%

Division Management 
and Support, $4,237.1 , 

7%

Land Use, $2,300.0 , 4%

FISCAL YEAR: 2025-2026 - PUBLIC ACT 22 of 2025

(in thousands)

FY 25-26 Total: $73,838.6 (-$14,901.5 unearned revenue) = $58,937.1 Available 



Forest 
Development 

Fund: 
Revenue 
Sources

Federal, $726.0 , 2%

Land Use Leases, 
$1,533.7 , 3%

Other, $360.4 , 1%

Timber Sales, 
$40,297.1 , 89%

Investment Earnings, 
$2,339.8 , 5%

FISCAL YEAR: 2023-2024  
(in thousands)

Total Funding: $45,257.0



Forest 
Development 

Fund: 
Actual 

Revenue 
Sources

Federal, $1,214.5 , 
3%

Investment Earnings, 
$1,491.1 , 4%

Land Use Leases, 
$1,527.2 , 4%

Other, $873.0 , 2%

Timber Sales, 
$32,746.7 , 87%

FISCAL YEAR: 2024-2025  
(in thousands)

Total Funding: $37,852.5



Forest 
Development 

Fund: 
Appropriations

Executive, $420.1 , 1%

Finance & Operations, 
$2,267.5 , 5%

Forest Resources, 
$42,138.7 , 86%

Information and Technology, 
$1,567.7 , 3% Office of Public 

Lands, $1,362.6 , 
3%

Other Department 
Support, $546.0 , 1%

Property 
Management, 

$295.7 , 1%

Wildlife, $277.6 , 0%

FISCAL YEAR: 2024-2025  

(in thousands)

Total Funding: $48,875.9



• Aligning work priorities with 
available funding and holding 
vacancies.

• Delaying infrastructure, land 
management and fire equipment 
while focusing on build up of 
existing equipment.

• Trimmed professional development 
and recruitment budgets. 

• Working on the demand side of the 
equation more than the supply side.

FY 26 Balancing Act



Ice Storm Reforestation
Ice Storm Reforestation Estimate

FY 25 Supplemental Work Project $14,000,000

FY 26 One-Time $2,200,000

Total $16,200,000

• Purpose: Funding for the entire reforestation cycle in the 
NELP: acquisition of seed, growing seedlings, site prep, 
planting, planting oversight, as well as post-planting 
activities, including regeneration surveys and competing 
vegetation control. 

• Multi-year project with FY 25 supplemental funding 
expiring on 09/30/2029 and FY 26 one-time funding 
expiring on 09/30/2030.

• Site preparation also assists with reducing fire fuel load and 
risks to forest health from insects and disease.



Ice Storm Wildfire 
Prevention 

Prevention and Suppression
• $2,000,000 one-time general fund.
• Aerial support being worked on.
• Remaining funds are for ground support to 

work in tandem with added air support and fuel 
break work.

• In response to fuel loads from ice storm debris, 
enhanced capacity in incident management 
and wildfire suppression resources .

• Increased public safety; improve capabilities to 
protect natural resources. 



Questions? 
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