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  April 28, 2026 
 
 
TO:    Scott Bowen, Director 
 
INFORMATION:  Natural Resources Commission 
 
SUBJECT:   Canada Geese Capture and Relocation 
  
Authority 
 
Under the authority of Section 40108, 1994 Public Act 451, MCL 324.40108, the Director may 
issue an interim order if “…the department determines that animals are at risk of being depleted 
or extirpated, or the animal is threatening public safety or inflicting damage to horticulture, 
agriculture, or other property.”  
 
Discussion and Background 
 
The Michigan DNR Wildlife Division has been working with the public to resolve human-goose 
conflicts for over 40 years. Because Canada geese are a migratory bird with federal protection, 
the Department is granted the authority to mitigate human-goose conflicts from the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) under a USFWS Special Canada Goose Permit. The 
once nearly extinct giant Canada goose has experienced population growth throughout North 
America, including Michigan, in part due to the success of wildlife management programs and 
the adaptability of these birds. The adaptability of Canada geese has allowed populations to 
thrive in urban and suburban areas and has resulted in increasing human-goose conflicts. 
Managing human-goose conflicts in urban and suburban areas has become increasingly 
challenging because of municipal development and ordinances that limit hunting, reduced 
human tolerance of geese, and increased disease concerns (e.g., Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza (HPAI)).  
 
The Department is seeking to temporarily expand the scope of the Canada Goose Permit to 
allow a limited number of permits be issued for the capture and relocation of geese from sites 
deemed necessary for human health and safety.  
 
Sites that will be permitted for the capture and relocation of Canada geese must have received 
a permit and participated in Canada goose nest and egg destruction in the current year and 
have an approved human health and safety situation. An approved human health and safety 
situation must meet at least one of the following: 
 

• Where exposure to geese could have serious health consequences because at least 
some patients/residents will have compromised health or mobility (e.g., nursing homes, 
medical care facilities, hospital containment ponds) 
 

• Serious broad-scale health-related concerns that cannot otherwise be prevented (e.g., 
from ponds used to supply fire suppression water at corporate sites, wastewater 
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treatment ponds where droppings and feathers can clog water intakes) or safety 
concerns (e.g., car proving grounds) 

 
• Public or private swimming beaches that have documented elevated E. coli counts 

according to the Department of Environment Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) water 
quality standards and large numbers of Canada geese (e.g., >100) that pose a threat to 
large groups of people 
 

• Public parks that have participated in the Canada Goose Round Up Program since 2017 
and where the average number of birds over the last three round up periods exceeds 
500. 
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Recommendation: 
 
We recommend that this Interim Order be issued.  

     
Sara Thompson, Chief    Brandon Kieft, Chief 
Wildlife Division     Law Enforcement Division 

    
Jeffery J. Stampfly, Chief    Kristen Kosick, Chief 
Forest Resources Division    Parks and Recreation Division 

    
Randall M. Claramunt, Chief    Jon Spieles, Chief 
Fisheries Division     Marketing and Outreach Division 

    
Dan Lord, Chief     Shannon Lott 
Finance and Operations Division   Natural Resources Deputy 

 
Kristin Phillips     
Chief Administrative Officer  

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

INTERIM ORDER OF THE DIRECTOR 
 

Amendment No. 01 of 2026 
 
Under the authority of section 40108, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.40101, I HEREBY ORDER that effective 
May 1, 2026, and remaining effective until November 1, 2026, the following section of the Wildlife 
Conservation Order shall read as follows:  
 
5.51b Damage and nuisance animal control permit; Canada goose, eggs, nests, site 
permit, requirement, issuance, reporting. 

(1) To capture, hold, transport, relocate, or euthanize Canada geese, destroy Canada goose eggs and 
nests under the authority granted to the state of Michigan by the federal special Canada goose permit a 
permittee must:  

(a) Successfully complete a department sponsored training to handle and/or destroy Canada goose 
eggs and nests. 

(b) Provide the department with one of the following: 

(i) A petition requesting capture, hold, transport, relocation, egg/nest destruction, or euthanasia of 
geese. This must be signed by a minimum of 70 percent of the riparian lake front landowners on the 
involved water body. 

(ii) A signed resolution for capture, hold, transport, relocation, egg/nest destruction, or euthanasia of 
geese from a governmental agency representative of the riparian lake front landowners.  

(iii) Proof of sole ownership of the site. 

(c) Ensure all program related requirements are met. 

(d) Make application for and be issued a Canada goose site permit on a form provided by the 
department at the fees noted in section 5.110(3).  

(e) Submit an annual report as required by section 5.54 of this order. 

(2) An annual Canada goose site permit shall be valid for the period from March 11 through August 31 
per federal regulation 50 CFR 21.120. Failure of the permittee to comply with the permit provisions will 
make the permittee ineligible to receive a Canada goose control permit for a period of one year.  

(3) The department shall not be liable for any damage suffered by a complainant as a result of the 
performance of the permittee operating under the authority of a permit. 

(4) Permits shall be issued only to bona fide landowners or lessees, and shall not be transferable.  

5.110 Special permits; fees; disposition. 
Sec. 5.110 The following fees are established for permits issued by the director: 

(1) A fee of $100 shall be collected for each taxidermy permit issued. Taxidermy specimen identification 
tags shall be $10 per fifty. 

(2) A fee equivalent to the fee charged for a resident antlerless deer hunting license shall be collected 
for each managed deer hunting permit. 



 

 

(3) An annual fee of $200 shall be collected for a site permit to participate in the capture, hold, 
transport, relocation, or euthanasia of Canada geese, as specified in section 5.51b of this order, except 
as follows: 

(a) An annual fee for a single family residence shall be $100. 

(4) An annual fee of $100 shall be collected from a nuisance animal control business, public nuisance 
animal control agency, or non-profit nuisance animal control organization to participate in the following, as 
specified in section 5.52b of this order: 

(a) Capture, holding or euthanasia of aggressive Canada geese. 

(b) Destruction of Canada goose nests and eggs. 

(5) A fee of $100.00 shall be collected for each falconry permit issued as described in section 10.3(7) of 
this order. 

(6) A fee of $10 shall be collected for each deer management assistance permit purchased by a 
permittee. 

(7) All moneys received from the sale of permits and licenses as provided in this section shall be turned 
over to the state treasurer and credited to the game and fish protection fund.  

(8) No fee shall be collected for any of the following permits: 

(a) Highway killed deer/bear permit. 

(b) Deer damage shooting permit. 

(c) Damage and nuisance animal control permit, except as noted in section 5.110(3) and section 
5.110(4) of this order, including disease control and disease control replacement permits. 

(d) Rehabilitation permit. 

(e) Permit to take game with a crossbow.  

(f) Permit to hunt from a standing vehicle. 

(g) Permit to hunt using a laser sighting device. 

(9) A fee of $200 shall be collected from a nuisance animal control business, public nuisance animal 
control agency, or non-profit nuisance animal control organization to participate in the following, as 
specified in section 5.52d of this order, except as follows: 

(a) A fee for a single-family residence shall be $100. 

(10) An annual fee of $500 shall be collected from a nuisance animal control business, public nuisance 
animal control agency, or non-profit nuisance animal control organization to participate in the following, as 
specified in section 5.52d of this order, except as follows: 

(a) An annual fee for the capture and transport only of common merganser shall be $300. 

(b) An annual fee for the egg and nest destruction of common merganser shall be $200. 

(c) An annual fee for the harassment of common merganser with lethal reinforcement shall be $200.  



 

 

Issued on this 1st day of May, 2026.  
 
 

       
    
      M. Scott Bowen 
      Director 
 
 




