
Scientific Deer Management Resolution  

Whereas the Michigan Department of Natural Resources is responsible for managing 
white-tailed deer in the State of Michigan, and 

Whereas the Michigan Natural Resources Commission has authority to establish hunting 
regulations using sound science where practicable, 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Commission recommends the Department to engage the 
Wildlife Management Institute to conduct a science-based review of Michigan’s deer 
management program, in collaboration with the Department and utilizing national experts 
in deer ecology, population dynamics, and wildlife disease management. 

This review should produce an updated deer management framework that includes: 

• An evaluation of the Department’s role in developing and presenting scientific 
recommendations to the Commission;  

• Development of an updated deer management plan that includes disease 
surveillance and response actions;  

• Recommendations for buck and antlerless harvest strategies; and  

• Deer conflict and damage management recommendations.  

The review and resulting plan should establish clear deer and disease management goals, 
along with measurable metrics and recommended management actions. All goals, 
metrics, and recommendations should be developed, reported, and evaluated at the deer 
management zone level to reflect regional differences in climate, habitat, hunting pressure, 
and disease prevalence across Michigan. 

Metrics should include, but not be limited to: population estimates, buck/doe ratios, 
harvest rates (buck and antlerless), age structure, hunter success rates, disease 
prevalence (including chronic wasting disease, bovine tuberculosis, epizootic hemorrhagic 
disease, and other emerging or regionally significant diseases), and measures of deer-
related conflicts or damage. The review should also evaluate how these metrics are used to 
inform regulatory recommendations to the Commission, including season structure, tag 
allocation, and disease response actions. 

The Department should establish zone-specific quantitative benchmarks and management 
thresholds for key population, harvest, and disease indicators. These benchmarks should 
be expressed as measurable ranges or thresholds and used to evaluate population status 
and guide management decisions at the deer management zone level. 



The Department should implement the resulting framework as an adaptive management 
system, including a defined process for regular review and adjustment of management 
actions based on ongoing surveillance data. Updates should be reported to the 
Commission on a regular schedule. External review beyond this framework should occur 
only upon direction of the Commission. 

Be it further resolved that the Commission requests the Department provide clear, data-
driven, and scientifically supported recommendations to inform the Commission’s 
decision-making and ensure effective, adaptive deer management across all zones of the 
state. 

Be it further resolved that this review should begin immediately, with monthly progress 
updates beginning in June and a final report recommended to be completed no later than 
the June 2027 Commission meeting. 

 

 

 

 


