OFF-ROAD VEHICLE ADVISORY
WORKGROUP (ORVAW)
Meeting Minutes
Location: Virtual meeting
Date: October 27, 2021
5-7 p.m.

Welcome – Roll Call
PRESENT FOR THE OFF-ROAD VEHICLE ADVISORY
WORKGROUP:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Curt Brower, Interim Chairperson
James Hunt
James Maike
Bob Meyers
Keith Lynch
Mike Timm
Jarrod Biebel

PRESENT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES (DEPARTMENT) STAFF
•

Kristen Bennett, Jessica Holley-Roehrs, Annalisa Centofanti, Scott Slavin, Nikki Van Bloem,
Michael Hearn, Amy Swainston, Greg Kinser, Paige Perry, Rob Katona, Ron Yesney

Others: Thomas Dunn, Paul Mulder, Karl Davenport, John Newman, Howard Campbell, Lewis
Schuler, Jim Kelts, Karen Middendorp, Kristen Thrall

Meeting minutes
ACTION ITEMS
Meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. by interim Chair, Curt Brower.
Motion was made to take agenda items out of order. Mike Tim and Jim Maike were first and
second to approve, with all in favor. Motion carried.
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Motion was made to approve meeting minutes from August 18, 2021. Paul Mulder requested an
amendment in the minutes under DNR staff updates. The first sentence is to read “Paul Mulder
believes the DNR needs to get its house in order as well”. Jim Maike and Bob Meyers were first and
second to approve minutes with amendment, and with all in favor. Motion carried.
Motion was made to approve the Oct. 27 agenda. Curt Brower requested to add “Silver Lake
Update” as an item. Jim Maike and Mike Timm were first and second to approve with the agenda
addition, with all in favor. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None
BUSINESS ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
STORM DAMAGE COMMITTEE - NEXT STEPS
Committee/DNR
James Hunt reported that Scott Slavin, Howard Campbell, Lewis Schuler, and Greg Yager held a
meeting on October 12 to start initial discussions. James said it the discussions are not far enough
along to move forward with any actions, and he will share the minutes with others. James said the
next meeting will be on Dec. 7, 2021 at 6 p.m. Curt Brower asked to send the meeting invite to all
that are interested in being on the committee.
HB 4535 UPDATE/VOTE
Jessica Holley-Roehrs
Jessica Holley-Roehrs provided a timeline for bill HB4535 (see attached). The ORVAW members
provided a vote as to whether they are in support of this bill or opposed. Votes are as follows:
James Hunt – Not in support
James Maike – Yes, in support
Keith Lynch – Not in support
Bob Meyers – Not in support
Mike Timm – Not in support
Jarrod Biebel- Not in support
Curt Brower – Not in support
Curt Brower and the majority of the ORVAW members would like to see the bill rewritten, as they
are not in support of the bill with the current language. Jim Maike suggested to draft a letter and
send to our senator outlining what changes the workgroup would like to see. James Maike asked
the committee members to email or text him with their thoughts. Bob Meyers asked if it is
customary an advisory group like the ORVAW is not asked for an opinion or is this an anomaly.
Thomas Dunn spoke and said as a group, it is important to stay on top of what is happening at the
Capital. Thomas Dunn advised that the ORVAW is supposed to answer to Michigan Trails Advisory
Committee (MTAC) and over the years because of the relation with the DNR, most often things
were handled in house and reported to MTAC. As far as any legislation, ORVAW was never asked
and had to be proactive to put opinions out to the state legislatures. We need to approach the
legislatures they will not ask us. Mike Timm said this is disappointing to see that this bill went
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through without opposition and now we are finding out there is a lot of opposition. This is a sad
connotation of how ORVAW is connected. Curt Brower asked how this behavior can be corrected
moving forward. Thomas Dunn said as a group, you will need to stay on top of what is going on at
the capital. Thomas mentioned that he was in meetings with Karen Middendorp and Craig Brunet
which he tried to get wording put back in to exclude mixed trails. However, the language was not
allowed for the final bill. Thomas has not seen communication going back and forth between
MTAC for years. Paul Mulder said now that the bill is out of the house and going to the Natural
Resource Committee (NRC) committee, you may want to send a letter to the NRC chair that this bill
is not supported as written by this group. John Newman mentioned he thought that he saw
Thomas Dunn had testified against this. Thomas Dunn replied and said he was not invited to the
hearing, so he missed the date. Keith Lynch said he does not want to be on an ORV trail when
there are fresh groomed snow trails. It's hard to get a consensus from people on when they want
to ride on fresh snow trails and there is a lot of uncertainty, we need clarification. Keith said this
bill should have been discussed with this group prior to today. Jim Maike said when groomers are
out, trails are closed to wheeled vehicles. A lot of times we get rain in Dec and Jan. and ORV’s are
doing more damage during these times. Mike Timm said ORV’s want to ride on mixed use trails,
not on snow trails, and this needs to be pointed out. The way the bill is written, it makes it very
difficult for Law Enforcement and others to interpret what the definition is of snow covered and
groomed. Jessica Holley-Roehrs said to broaden the scope, some of the complaints are about
trucks and jeeps wanting the challenge of the snow trails and causing damages or getting stuck.
Bob Meyers said we need to be conscious as an ORV group that we do not want to take away an
opportunity for ORV’s to ride on trails and the reverse. Vehicles that get stuck follow a GPS and
usually meant no harm, also the trail looked like a county road to them. Bob wonders how many
trails in Jim Maike’s county has shared use of the vehicles riding on trails. Jim replied stating only 1
trail through all of Newaygo County; however, Jim has encountered many vehicles in 4-wheel drive
trucks. Paul Mulder said the definition of a snow mobile, the way it is written, limits all other new
and upcoming vehicles which does not include the newer models. Secondly, there is plenty of
opportunity for land rules through the DNR Director to be administered . Third, the county roads
that are PA300 vehicles limit people’s ability to get to their seasonal residences and hunting
opportunities. This bill may close thousands of acres to hunters and homeowners. Thomas Dunn
stated he agrees the bill is poorly written. Michigan has about 1500 miles total of mixed-use trails,
and it is being reported that there are safety issues with side-by-sides, making it dangerous to ride
on snow trails. There have not been many reports received by law enforcement of side-by-sides
coming around corners and running into people. Thomas said the two users groups using the
same trails need to come to a compromise. There are some places where there is no option but to
use the shared trail to connect. Curt Brower mentioned it is important to clarify what this means
for both user groups.

COMPLAINT EMAILS
Karen Middendorp
Karen Middendorp was asked to provide insight on the process of complaint emails received from
users. Karen and Thomas Dunn worked together to come up with report system for ORV users,
which is similar to the snow reporting system. Karen receives the complaint emails and in turn
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sends them to the sponsor and to the DNR. Tom Craig asked where the complaint form is located
and how do users access them. This is a MISORVA form. Karen said the forms are on MISORVA
trail report web pages, or you can call the office. Tom Craig asked if the DNR can administer this
process? Kristen Bennett, DNR, replied that the DNR is overseeing the trail improvement program
and they have the hard data in their hands as well as administering grants. Kristen said MISORVA
does pass along the complaints to our staff. Paul Mulder mentioned this was talked about in the
storm damage committee meeting recently.
MISORVA $1.15M AWARD
Karen Middendorp spoke on the $1.15M award that MISORVA was recently granted. Karen said
the funds will be used to purchase items for the sponsors that the State grant program does not
pay for. Karen has not received direction from government as to how the money will be released
and distributed. Every grant sponsor will be eligible to receive funds. A board will be put together
to determine money granted. Curt Brower said to please let us know once you have things figured
out. Curt asked if some of the dollars are to be used for storm damage. Karen said there are
provisions in the grant program now that already cover storm damages. Karen is waiting to
receive more information from the government. Tom Craig said since he first hearing of this
money becoming available for the grant sponsors, where is this funding source coming from?
Karen said these are pork barrel funds, and this came through MEDC, which gives money to
communities. The money does not come from the state snow program. Curt asked what it will
take to get provisions in the ORV program so they will be able to buy equipment and necessities to
keep trails in good condition. Karen replied saying you will need to go through legislation. Thomas
Dunn said there are ways in the ORV grant program to buy equipment, it is just more difficult.
Thomas said to connect with Richard Kennedy, DNR, and he can guide you. Karen will keep the
committee updated as this develops and progresses.
SAFETY COURSES
Michael Hearn, DNR
(ORV Safety presentation attached)
Curt Brower mentioned the presentation information is general off-road education. Curt spends a
lot of time at the sand dunes where the terrain can change hourly and create sand drifts. Curt
asked if this can this be added to curriculum? Michael Hearn said this is a good idea, he was just
tasked to see where improvements can be made with the curriculum and Michael will add this to
his list. John Newman asked in order to become a volunteer does the volunteer have to pay $30 to
take a class online or can they take an in-person course with no charge? Michael said yes, those
are the options in place. Paul Mulder said it is disappointing where we are at with new users
coming in, Paul is hearing of accidents that happen and we have lost our way with no hands on
with parents. Paul said we need to take a hard look at have we done our due diligence. Curt has
personally asked minors to see ORV certificates before entering the dunes. Jessica thanked
Michael for his presentation and knowledge he brings to the table. Jessica said in the past LED has
provided instructor courses, will they come back around? Michael said this question has been
brought up recently and right now the cost and return is not in the favor for LED. Jim Maike asked
if Michael is the contact person for ORV safety? Michael replied yes, he is. Nikki Van Bloem said
both her and Jessica Holley-Roehrs-Roehrs have been working on trail etiquette with motorized
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and non-motorized users and asked if there is any thought about adding trail etiquette into the
curriculum. Michael said it is already a portion of it, it’s just a matter of how it is communicated in
class. Nikki said education is a great way to foster the trail etiquette among all user groups. As
you continue to look at etiquette, we have other groups that can provide some real good
information, please reach out when you come to that point.

UPDATES
ORV SPEED COMMITTEE
Scott Slavin, DNR
Scott Slavin said at the end of May a recommendation was submitted by the speed committee to
the DNR. Some items that were recommended are more education, updating kiosk and trails for
new users, additional signage, more grading, and additional brushing at intersections in hopes to
see better at road crossings. Scott mentioned the local units of government have the ability to
establish speed limits. Some items that have been implemented since the recommendation are
the “Ride Right” campaign for ORV’s. DNR is working on getting better messaging out there
through social media where specialist have been involved. Some of items that have been
presented to DNR staff and are being considered. The DNR will keep the committee informed as
they progress. Scott Slavin said the ride right and additional messaging on ORV safety were the
top two items that have been addressed by the DNR. The sign suggestions are still in discussions.
TRAILS WEEK
Jessica Holley-Roehrs-Roehrs, DNR
Jessica Holley-Roehrs-Roehrs reported on trails week which took place Sept. 19-26 this year.
Jessica said motorized use was incorporated into the campaign. People registered and logged
miles. There was a tremendous response. Logged miles created entries for prizes and Jessica had
over a dozen of organizations that donated prizes for this challenge. The Trails Week promotional
page included a link where people could upload pictures and interact with stories. Over 300
pictures were submitted from all users.
SILVER LAKE DUNES UPDATE
Curt Brower
Curt Brower provided an update for Silver Lake Sand Dunes. Curt said it has been a challenging
year with the drag racing and working with EGLE to get the grooming permit back and include
more grooming of the up ramp. Curt said the groomers would like to keep the tractor at the flag
check point and is working with the DNR to find an area large enough to park the tractor.
Unfortunately, there was a fatality at the dunes this season, which we do not want to see. All users
encounter accidents, and we are looking forward to providing more education. Curt said the
equestrians will be using the park Nov. 1 - 15 for shoreline rides, and the event is a sell-out. Please
send pictures to Curt if they become available from the shoreline rides.
ORVAW COMMITTEE UPDATES
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Jim Maike thanked the US forest service for opening up the roads on Oct. 1. Jim said this has made
a huge difference. Jim added he has met with local authorities and has not heard of any issues
with the roads now open.
Bob Meyers reported that the high-speed dozer has been grooming on the Little Manistee and
Lincoln Hill loops and fall grades are happening now. Also, the groomers from ITA are out making
the trails really smooth, things are looking good. Bob said thank you to forest service, on Saturday,
Oct. 2, the forest service, DNR, and local authorities held a Q&A session about the new routes.
About 40-50 ORV users were present and Bob felt it was a great help.
USFS UPDATE
Kristen Thrall, USFS
Kristen Thrall mentioned the USFS has not had any legal trails over 50" open to OHV’s. She said
there has been requests for years to include side-by-sides and wider than 50”. The Oct. 1 change
expanded existing trails to include these larger vehicles. USFS has complied with local laws and
ordinances. Bob Meyers mentioned the Avanza app is incredible. Paul Mulder asked if it is the
intent to make connectors for these routes? Kristen replied saying it is not on their radar right
now, it is a different process than what the DNR does to establish a new trail or route.
Q4 REGIONAL TRAILS STAFF REPORTS
(see attached written report)
2022 MEETINGS
Annalisa Centofanti, DNR, will send the committee members proposed dates for 2022. The format
will continue to by a hybrid meeting. The DNR is uncertain when in-person meetings will start back
up.

CLOSING/ROUND ROBIN
Paul Mulder mentioned that Leota would like to host an ORVAW meeting, maybe at the Leota
township hall.
Curt Brower said he enjoyed the advisory committee meeting that was held at the RAM with all the
trails advisory workgroups. Curt said the meetings were very helpful in connecting user groups
together and he would like to see that take place at least 1x a year.
Jim Maike mentioned that in the past the ORVAW committee had met with the snow committee
and worked some details out, maybe this can happen again if we get back to in person meetings.
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Page 6

10/22/21, 9:40 AM

Michigan Legislature
MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE(www.legislature.mi.gov)
Printed on Friday, October 22, 2021
Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 89 of 2021

House Bill 4535 (2021)

rss?
Friendly Link: http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2021-HB-4535
Sponsors
Ken Borton (district 105)
Sarah Lightner, Robert Bezotte, Brad Paquette, John Damoose, John Roth, Ann Bollin,
Mark Huizenga, Pat Outman, Jack O'Malley, Terry Sabo
(click name to see bills sponsored by that person)
Categories
Recreation: trails; Vehicles: snowmobiles; Vehicles: off-road;
Recreation: trails; prohibition for wheeled vehicles from driving on snowmobile trails between
December 1 to April 1; provide for. Amends secs. 82101 & 82110 of 1994 PA 451 (MCL 324.82101
& 324.82110) & adds sec. 82163. TIE BAR WITH: HB 4536'21
Bill Documents
Bill Document Formatting Information
[x]
The following bill formatting applies to the 2021-2022 session:
- New language in an amendatory bill will be shown in bold
- Language to be removed will be stricken.
- Amendments made by the House will be blue, such as: House amended text.
- Amendments made by the Senate will be red, such as: Senate amended text.
(gray icons indicate that the action did not occur or that the document is not available)
Documents
House Introduced Bill
Introduced bills appear as they were introduced and reflect no subsequent
amendments or changes.
As Passed by the House
As Passed by the House is the bill, as introduced, that includes any adopted House
amendments.
As Passed by the Senate
As Passed by the Senate is the bill, as received from the House, that includes any
adopted Senate amendments.
House Enrolled Bill
Enrolled bill is the version passed in identical form by both houses of the Legislature.
Bill Analysis
House Fiscal Agency Analysis
Summary for Committee (6/16/2021)
This document analyzes: HB4535, HB4536
Analysis as Reported From Committee (10/13/2021)
This document analyzes: HB4535, HB4536

History
(House actions in lowercase, Senate actions in UPPERCASE)
NOTE: a page number of 1 indicates that the page number is soon to come.

Date
3/18/2021
3/18/2021
3/18/2021
3/23/2021

Journal
HJ 25 Pg.
HJ 25 Pg.
HJ 25 Pg.
HJ 26 Pg.

369
369
369
374

Action
introduced by Representative Ken Borton
read a first time
referred to Committee on Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation
bill electronically reproduced 03/18/2021

www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(rdxtwtfhs1ukmkkzuhi5gnef))/milegPrint.aspx?page=BillStatus&objectname=2021-HB-4535

1/2

10/22/21, 9:40 AM

6/17/2021 HJ
6/17/2021 HJ
10/14/2021 HJ
10/14/2021 HJ
10/14/2021 HJ
10/19/2021 HJ

Michigan Legislature

58
58
84
84
84
85

Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.

1145 reported with recommendation with substitute (H-2)
1145 referred to second reading
1913 read a second time
1913 placed on third reading
1913 substitute (H-2) adopted and amended
1941 read a third time
passed; given immediate effect Roll Call # 482 Yeas 101 Nays 2
10/19/2021 HJ 85 Pg. 1941
Excused 0 Not Voting 6
10/19/2021 HJ 85 Pg. 1941 transmitted
Expected in
10/21/2021
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
SJ 85

The Michigan Legislature Website is a free service of the Legislative Internet Technology Team in cooperation with the Michigan
Legislative Council, the Michigan House of Representatives, and the Michigan Senate. The information obtained from this site is
not intended to replace official versions of that information and is subject to revision. The Legislature presents this information,
without warranties, express or implied, regarding the accuracy of the information, timeliness, or completeness. If you believe the
information is inaccurate, out-of-date, or incomplete or if you have problems accessing or reading the information, please send
your concerns to the appropriate agency using the online Comment Form in the bar above this text.

www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(rdxtwtfhs1ukmkkzuhi5gnef))/milegPrint.aspx?page=BillStatus&objectname=2021-HB-4535

2/2

HB-4535, As Passed House, October 19, 2021

SUBSTITUTE FOR
HOUSE BILL NO. 4535

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environmental protection act,"
by amending sections 82101 and 82110 (MCL 324.82101 and 324.82110),
section 82101 as amended by 2020 PA 385 and section 82110 as
amended by 2004 PA 587, and by adding section 82163.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1

Sec. 82101. As used in this part:

2

(a) "Alcoholic liquor" means that term as defined in section

3

1d of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1d.

4
5

(b) "Auction" means the sale or offer for sale by bidding of
real or personal property at a public or private location.

6
7

(c) "Auctioneer" means a person that is engaged in the
business of conducting auctions or that offers to conduct an
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1

auction for compensation.

2

(d) "Conviction" means a final conviction, the payment of a

3

fine, a plea of guilty or nolo contendere if accepted by the court,

4

or a finding of guilt or probate court disposition on a violation

5

of this part, regardless of whether the penalty is rebated or

6

suspended.

7

(e) "Dealer" means any person engaged in the sale, lease, or

8

rental of snowmobiles as a regular business, other than an

9

auctioneer.

10
11

(f) "Former section 15a" means section 15a of former 1968 PA
74, as constituted before May 1, 1994.

12

(g) "Highly restricted personal information" means an

13

individual's photograph or image, Social Security number, digitized

14

signature, and medical and disability information.

15

(h) "Highway or street" means the entire width between the

16

boundary lines of every way publicly maintained if any part of it

17

is open to public use for vehicular travel.

18

(i) "Historic snowmobile" means a snowmobile that is over 25

19

years old and that is owned solely as a collector's item and for

20

occasional use and for participation in club activities,

21

exhibitions, tours, parades, and similar uses, including mechanical

22

testing.

23

(j) "In-kind contributions" means services and goods as

24

approved by the department that are provided by a grant recipient

25

toward completion of a department-approved local snowmobile program

26

under section 82107.

27
28

(k) "Law of another state" means a law or ordinance enacted by
any of the following:

29

(i) Another state.
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1

(ii) A local unit of government in another state.

2

(iii) Canada or a province or territory of Canada.

3

(iv) A local unit of government in a province or territory of

4

Canada.

5
6

(l) "Operate" means to ride in or on and be in actual physical
control of the operation of a snowmobile.

7

(m) "Operator" means any individual who operates a snowmobile.

8

(n) "Owner" means any of the following:

9

(i) A person that holds the legal title to a snowmobile.

10

(ii) A vendee or lessee of a snowmobile that is the subject of

11

an agreement for conditional sale or lease with the right of

12

purchase upon performance of the conditions stated in the agreement

13

and with an immediate right of possession vested in the conditional

14

vendee or lessee.

15
16

(iii) A person renting a snowmobile or having the exclusive use
of a snowmobile for more than 30 days.

17

(o) "Peace officer" means any of the following:

18

(i) A sheriff.

19

(ii) A sheriff's deputy.

20

(iii) A deputy who is authorized by a sheriff to enforce this

21

part and who has satisfactorily completed at least 40 hours of law

22

enforcement training, including training specific to this part.

23

(iv) A village or township marshal.

24

(v) An officer of the police department of any municipality.

25

(vi) An officer of the Michigan state police.

26

(vii) The director and conservation officers employed by the

27

department.

28

(viii) A law enforcement officer who is licensed or certified
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1

under the Michigan commission on law enforcement standards act,

2

1965 PA 203, MCL 28.601 to 28.615, and is policing within his or

3

her jurisdiction.

4

(p) "Personal information" means information that identifies

5

an individual, including an individual's driver identification

6

number, name, address not including zip code, and telephone number,

7

but does not include information on snowmobile operation or

8

equipment-related violations or civil infractions, operator or

9

snowmobile registration status, accidents, or other behaviorally-

10

related information.

11

(q) "Prior conviction" means a conviction for any of the

12

following, whether under a law of this state, a local ordinance

13

substantially corresponding to a law of this state, a law of the

14

United States substantially corresponding to a law of this state,

15

or a law of another state substantially corresponding to a law of

16

this state:

17

(i) A violation or an attempted violation of section 82127(1),

18

(3), (4), (5), (6), or (7), except that only 1 violation or

19

attempted violation of section 82127(6), a local ordinance

20

substantially corresponding to section 82127(6), or a law of

21

another state substantially corresponding to section 82127(6), or a

22

law of the United States substantially corresponding to section

23

82127(6) may be used as a prior conviction other than for

24

enhancement purposes as provided in section 82129a(1)(b).

25

(ii) Negligent homicide, manslaughter, or murder resulting from

26

the operation of a snowmobile or an attempt to commit any of those

27

crimes.

28

(iii) Former section 15a(1), (3), (4), or (5) of 1968 PA 74.

29

(iv) Former section 15a.
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1

(r) "Probate court or family division disposition" means the

2

entry of a probate court order of disposition or family division

3

order of disposition for a child found to be within the provisions

4

of chapter XIIA of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL

5

712A.1 to 712A.32.

6

(s) "Prosecuting attorney", unless the context requires

7

otherwise, means the attorney general, the prosecuting attorney of

8

a county, or the attorney representing a local unit of government.

9

(t) "Recreational snowmobile trail improvement subaccount"

10

means the recreational snowmobile trail improvement subaccount of

11

the snowmobile account created in section 82110.

12
13

(u) "Right-of-way" means that portion of a highway or street
not including the roadway and any shoulder.

14

(v) "Roadway" means that portion of a highway or street

15

improved, designated, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel. If a

16

highway or street includes 2 or more separate roadways, the term

17

roadway refers to any roadway separately, but not to all of the

18

roadways collectively.

19

(w) "Shoulder" means that portion of a highway or street on

20

either side of the roadway that is normally snowplowed for the

21

safety and convenience of vehicular traffic.

22

(x) "Snowmobile", subject to subdivision (y), means any motor-

23

driven vehicle that is designed for travel primarily on snow or ice

24

and that utilizes sled-type runners or skis, an endless belt tread,

25

or any combination of these or other similar means of contact with

26

the surface upon which it is operated, but is not a vehicle that

27

must a vehicle that meets all of the following requirements:

28

(i) Is engine-driven.

29

(ii) Has an endless belt tread.
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1
2

(iii) Was originally manufactured solely for operation over
snow.

3

(iv) Is steered by 2 sled-type runners or skis that are in

4

contact with the snow and the distance between the centers of the

5

spindles of which is, except for a historic snowmobile, not more

6

than 48 inches.

7

(y) Snowmobile does not include any of the following:

8

(i) An ORV required to be licensed under section 81115.

9

(ii) A vehicle required to be registered under the Michigan

10

vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923.

11

(z) (y) "Snowmobile account" means the snowmobile account of

12

the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for

13

in section 2025.

14

(aa) (z) "Snowmobile registration fee subaccount" means the

15

snowmobile registration fee subaccount of the snowmobile account

16

created in section 82111.

17
18

(bb) (aa) "Specialty court program" means a program under any
of the following:

19

(i) A drug treatment court, as defined in section 1060 of the

20

revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.1060, in which

21

the participant is an adult.

22
23

(ii) A DWI/sobriety court, as defined in section 1084 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.1084.

24

(iii) A hybrid of the programs under subparagraphs (i) and (ii).

25

(iv) A mental health court as defined in section 1090 of the

26

revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.1090.

27

(v) A veterans treatment court, as defined in section 1200 of

28

the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.1200.

29

(cc) (bb) "Zone 1" means all of the Upper Peninsula.

TMV

H01338'21 * (H-2)

s_02887_06172021

7
1

(dd) (cc) "Zone 2" means all of that part of the Lower

2

Peninsula north of a line beginning at and drawn from a point on

3

the Michigan-Wisconsin boundary line due west of the westerly

4

terminus of River Road in Muskegon County; thence due east to the

5

westerly terminus of River Road; thence north and east along the

6

center line of the River Road to its intersection with highway M-

7

120; thence northeasterly and easterly along the center line of

8

highway M-120 to the junction of highway M-20; thence easterly

9

along the center line of M-20 to its junction with US-10 at the

10

Midland-Bay County line; thence easterly along the center line of

11

the "business route" of highway US-10 to the intersection of

12

Garfield Road in Bay County; thence north along the center line of

13

Garfield Road to the intersection of the Pinconning Road; thence

14

east along the center line of Pinconning Road to the intersection

15

of the Seven Mile Road; thence north along the center of the Seven

16

Mile Road to the Bay-Arenac County line; thence north along the

17

center line of the Lincoln School Road (county road 25) in Arenac

18

County to the intersection of highway M-61; thence east along the

19

center line of highway M-61 to the junction of highway US-23;

20

thence northerly and easterly along the center line of highway US-

21

23 to the center line of the Au Gres River; thence southerly along

22

the center line of the river to its junction with Saginaw Bay of

23

Lake Huron; thence north 78° east to the international boundary

24

line between the United States and the Dominion of Canada.

25
26

(ee) (dd) "Zone 3" means all of that part of the Lower
Peninsula south of the line described in subdivision (bb).(dd).

27

Sec. 82110. (1) The recreational snowmobile trail improvement

28

subaccount is created as a subaccount of the snowmobile account.

29

Money in the subaccount shall be used upon appropriation solely for

TMV
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1

the improvement of snowmobile trails and other nonconflicting

2

recreational purposes.

3

(2) Five dollars of each fee collected under section 82105, a

4

(2) All of the following shall be deposited in the

5

recreational snowmobile trail improvement subaccount:

6
7

(a) A portion of each registration fee collected for a
historic snowmobile as provided under section 82106.

8
9

(b) A portion of each trail permit fee collected as provided
under section 82118. , and not

10
11

(c) Not less than 80% of the revenue from the fees collected
under sections 82114 and 82115.

12
13

(d) Fines collected under section 82163. shall be deposited in
the recreational snowmobile trail improvement subaccount.

14

(3) The department shall promulgate rules for the

15

administration of the recreational snowmobile trail improvement

16

subaccount.

17
18

(4) All funds allocated under this part shall be for projects
that are open to the public.

19

Sec. 82163. (1) Subject to subsection (2), during the period

20

from December 1 through March 31 annually, a person shall not

21

operate a motor vehicle other than a snowmobile on a trail if both

22

of the following apply:

23

(a) The trail is part of the statewide trail network

24

established under section 72114 and is designated for snowmobile

25

use.

26
27

(b) The trail is snow covered, and the snow is groomed for
snowmobile use.

28
29

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply under any of the following
circumstances:

TMV
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1
2

(a) If the motor vehicle is being used for emergency or law
enforcement purposes.

3
4

(b) If the motor vehicle is being used for approved grooming
activities on the trail.

5

(c) If the portion of the snowmobile trail on which the motor

6

vehicle is operated is a crossing with a highway or street or a

7

trail where operation of the motor vehicle is otherwise authorized.

8

(d) If and to the extent that the department waives the

9

prohibition for department-sponsored events or other circumstances

10

as determined by the director or the director's designee.

11

(3) A person who violates subsection (1) is responsible for a

12

state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of

13

not more than $200.00. A fine collected under this section shall be

14

deposited in the recreational snowmobile trail improvement

15

subaccount.

16

(4) As used in this section, "motor vehicle" means any vehicle

17

that is self-propelled. However, motor vehicle does not include a

18

power-driven mobility device, as defined in section 43c of the

19

Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.43c, when that power-

20

driven mobility device is being used by an individual with a

21

mobility disability.

22

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect

23

unless House Bill No. 4536 of the 101st Legislature is enacted into

24

law.

TMV
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Legislative Analysis
PROHIBIT VEHICLES OTHER THAN SNOWMOBILES
ON SNOWMOBILE TRAILS
House Bills 4535 (H-2) and 4536 as reported from committee
Sponsor: Rep. Ken Borton
Committee: Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation
Complete to 10-13-21

Phone: (517) 373-8080
http://www.house.mi.gov/hfa
Analysis available at
http://www.legislature.mi.gov

BRIEF SUMMARY: House Bill 4535 would amend the Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Act (NREPA) to prohibit a motor vehicle other than a snowmobile from operating
on certain trails from December 1 through March 31, and House Bill 4536 would amend the
Revised Judicature Act to reflect the changes to NREPA proposed by House Bill 4535.
FISCAL IMPACT: House Bill 4535 may increase revenue for the Department of Natural Resources
by expanding the conditions under which revenue is generated for the Snowmobile Trail
Improvement Fund. This fund has averaged $8.8 million in annual revenue over the past five
fiscal years. The department uses the fund primarily to support the Snowmobile Local Grants
Program, which provides grants to local units of government, snowmobile clubs, and other
organizations to maintain and expand the state’s snowmobile trail system; this program was
appropriated at $8.1 million in FY 2020-21. The bill is unlikely to affect departmental costs,
beyond a possible increase to DNR law enforcement contingent upon the extent of additional
regulatory responsibility, and is unlikely to directly affect local government revenues or costs.
THE APPARENT PROBLEM:
According to committee testimony, many off-road vehicle (ORV) trails are groomed in the
winter months for use as snowmobile trails. Grooming these trails during the winter ensures
that the trails are safe for snowmobilers to use. However, vehicles with wheels can create large
ruts that can be impossible to groom out. This causes irreparable damage to snowmobile trails
and poses deadly risks to snowmobile riders, who can be severely injured when hitting a rut
while traveling at high speeds. Additionally, many of these trails are narrow, with blind corners
and sharp turns. While these trails are manageable for multiple snowmobiles to traverse, a
dangerous situation is created when snowmobilers abruptly encounter a wheeled vehicle on the
other side of the turn and immediately find that there is not room on the trail for both the
snowmobile and the wheeled vehicle. To address these concerns, legislation has been proposed
to prohibit wheeled vehicles on snowmobile trails.
THE CONTENT OF THE BILLS:
House Bill 4535 would add section 82163 to Part 821 (Snowmobiles) of NREPA to prohibit a
person from operating a motor vehicle other than a snowmobile on a trail from December 1
through March 31 each year if both of the following apply:
• The trail is part of the statewide trail network established under NREPA 1 and is
designated for snowmobile use.
• The trail is snow-covered, and the snow is groomed for snowmobile use.
1

See MCL 324.72114: http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-324-72114
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The definition of snowmobile would be amended by the bill to mean a vehicle that is
engine-driven, has an endless belt tread, was originally manufactured solely for
operation over snow, and is steered by two sled-type runners or skis that are in contact
with the snow, with a distance (except for a historic snowmobile) of not more than 48
inches between the centers of the spindles. Snowmobile would not include an ORV
that requires a license under NREPA or a vehicle required to be licensed under the
Michigan Vehicle Code.
Historic snowmobile means a snowmobile over 25 years old that is owned solely as a
collector’s item and for occasional use and for participation in club activities,
exhibitions, tours, parades, and similar uses, including mechanical testing.
The new section would allow for exceptions from the above prohibition in the following
circumstances:
• If the motor vehicle is being used for emergency or law enforcement purposes.
• If the motor vehicle is being used for approved grooming activities on the trail.
• If the portion of the snowmobile trail on which the vehicle is operated is a crossing
with a highway or street or a trail where operation of the vehicle is otherwise
authorized.
• If and to the extent that the Department of Natural Resources waives the prohibition
for department-sponsored events or other circumstances as determined by the director
of the department or a designee.
A person who violates the new section would be responsible for a state civil infraction and
could be ordered to pay a civil fine of up to $200. A fine resulting from a violation of the new
section would be deposited into the Recreational Snowmobile Trail Improvement Subaccount,
in addition to its current funding sources.
Additionally, section 82110 of NREPA now requires $5 of each fee collected under section
82105 to be deposited into the Recreational Snowmobile Trail Improvement Subaccount. The
bill would remove this provision and instead require that a portion of each registration fee
collected for a historic snowmobile under section 82106 be deposited into the subaccount.2
MCL 324.82101 and 324.82110 and proposed MCL 324.82163
House Bill 4536 would exempt the civil fine collected for a violation of section 82163 of
NREPA from being used to support public libraries and county law libraries in Michigan.
Currently under the act, all civil fines of a state statute are exclusively applied to the support
of public libraries and county law libraries. The bill would allow the civil fines collected for a
violation of the new NREPA section to be deposited into the Recreational Snowmobile Trail
Improvement Subaccount.
MCL 600.8831
The bills are tie-barred to one another, which means that neither could take effect unless both
were enacted.
2

Section 82106 provides for allocation of fees: http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-324-82106
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ARGUMENTS:
For:
Supporters of the bills argue that keeping as many wheeled vehicles off snowmobile trails as
possible is imperative so that the trails stay rideable and safe for snowmobilers. Additionally,
the new funds raised through the bills would provide more funding to keep the trails properly
groomed for safe snowmobiling.
Against:
Concerns were raised during committee testimony, with some arguing that more education
should be provided to ORV riders about snowmobile trails before instituting the prohibition
and penalties for wheeled vehicles. Reportedly, most ORV drivers are unaware that they are
on snowmobile trails, and simple signage could go a long way to ensure proper usage of and
traffic on the trails.
In addition, some argued that because section 9 of Article VIII of the state constitution requires
civil fines to be directed to libraries,3 the exemption proposed by HB 4536 would be
unconstitutional and that the collection of civil fines could not be diverted from supporting
public libraries and county law libraries in Michigan.
POSITIONS:
Representatives of the following entities testified in support of the bills (6-17-21):
• Michigan Snowmobile and ORV Association
• ORV Advisory Workgroup
A representative of the Department of Natural Resources testified with a neutral position on
the bills. (6-17-21)
A representative of the Michigan Library Association testified in opposition to the bills.
(6-17-21)

Legislative Analyst: Emily S. Smith
Fiscal Analyst: Austin Scott
■ This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House Fiscal Agency staff for use by House members in their
deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
3

See https://www.milibraries.org/penal-fines
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Huron—Manistee National Forests
Motor Vehicle Use Designation Change

Off Highway Vehicle (OHV)
‘Frequently Asked Questions’
Eﬀec ve October 1, 2021, the Huron‐Manistee Na onal Forests (HMNFs) changed the Motor
Vehicle Use (MVU) designa on of Forest Service roads to include Oﬀ‐Highway Vehicles (OHVs) to
allow for consistent use across the Forests and other public lands statewide. This designa on
change will allow for OHV/ORV use on HMNFs roads.

Why was this change made?


Aligning Forest road MVU designa ons with those of the State/Coun es alleviates confusion and undue
burden on the public.



This project aligns MVU designa ons with designa ons of other Michigan Na onal Forests.

What are the safety implica ons of this change?
Members of the public and Forest Service Subject Ma er Experts have completed an analysis of roads to
determine feasibility of OHV use on roads already open to highway legal vehicles.


It is important to note that Forest Service roads are not designated as motorized trails, rather the
allowable use on Forest Service roads will be extended to include addi onal motorized vehicles,
including OHV’s.



Some exis ng roads will remain closed to legal OHV use because they pose a safety concern to the public.



Exis ng roads may remain closed to legal OHV use if connec ng State/County roads are closed to OHV
use, to maintain consistency with state and local agencies.



This project results in an addi onal form of motorized use (OHV’s) on roads that are already open to
highway legal vehicles.

How will this change be evaluated in the future?
Roads will con nue to be evaluated on a case‐by‐case basis as deemed necessary by the Ranger Districts.
We will con nue to work with our State/County partners to maintain and look for be er ways to ensure the
safety and enjoyment of the public on our roads.
For more informa on about the Motor Vehicle Use Designa on Change, please visit www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf or
call 231‐775‐2421— Facebook @huronmanisteenf ‐ Twi er @huronnf

*Scan this QR code for more
Huron‐Manistee
Na onal Forests OHV/ORV
informa on& links to maps

**Scan this QR code for
more Michigan Department of
Natural Resources OHV/ORV
informa on, maps, and handbook

FREE PDF Map Download @ Avenza for both iOS and Android technology at www.avenza.com

Huron—Manistee National Forests
Motor Vehicle Use Designation Change

Off Highway Vehicle (OHV)
‘Frequently Asked Questions’
Eﬀec ve October 1, 2021, the Huron‐Manistee Na onal Forests (HMNFs) changed the Motor
Vehicle Use (MVU) designa on of Forest Service roads to include Oﬀ‐Highway Vehicles (OHVs) to
allow for consistent use across the Forests and other public lands statewide. This designa on
change will allow for OHV/ORV use on HMNFs roads.
Motor vehicle designa ons include parking along designated routes and at facili es associated
with designated routes when it is safe to do so and when not causing damage to Na onal Forest .

Designated and/or Dispersed Campground/Site— OHVs are not allowed to be ridden on campground
roads unless posted otherwise. Camp away from streams, avoiding wetlands and prac ce “leave no trace” e que e.

License/ Permits—All applicable Michigan DNR rules and regula

ons apply for licensing, tling, required

equipment, age restric ons, land use and such.**

OHVs/ORVs on Forest Roads—Na

onal Forest roads open to passenger vehicles are generally open to OHVs.

Some roads are closed to OHVs due to safety hazards caused by mixed use and traﬃc volume.

Temporary/Seasonal Road Closures—Na

onal Forest roads or trails may be closed temporarily for safety,
to minimize impacts to wildlife, or to prevent road damage. Current condi ons are available by calling the local
Forest Service District Oﬃce or checking the Huron‐Manistee Na onal Forests website under “Road Condi ons.”

Access Through Gates—When passing through unlocked gates, leave the gate as you found it. Parking a
vehicle in front of a closed gate is not allowed. Blocked gates interfere with emergency access

Cross Country Travel Prohibited — The use of OHV/ORV is allowed only on designated roads and trails.
Cross Country travel is NOT allowed.

Hun ng Game/Retrieval ‐ It is illegal to hunt, chase, pursue, harass or shoot at wildlife from a motorized
vehicle and/or from road and trails. Firearms (except handguns) and bows carried on an OHV must be fully
enclosed in a hard or so case. Firearms (except handguns) must be unloaded.

Wilderness—By law, motorized vehicles are not allowed in designated Wilderness areas.
For more informa on about the Motor Vehicle Use Designa on Change, please visit www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf or
call 231‐775‐2421 — Facebook @huronmanisteenf ‐ Twi er @huronnf

*Scan this QR code for more
Huron‐Manistee
Na onal Forests OHV/ORV
informa on& links to maps

**Scan this QR code for
more Michigan Department of
Natural Resources OHV/ORV
informa on, maps, and handbook

FREE PDF Map Download @ Avenza for both iOS and Android technology at www.avenza.com

Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MVUMs)
Displaying designated routes by vehicle class
andtime of year are available free to the public.
MVUMs can be obtained at HMNFs offices or
downloaded from the HMNFs website:
www.fs.usda.gov/main/hmnf/maps-pubs
MVUMs are updated annually. Please reference
the most current map. The Huron-Manistee
Forests are covered by three maps: Cadillac/
Manistee, Baldwin/White Cloud, and the Mio/
Huron Shores.

What is an OHV/ORV?
An OHV is an Off-Highway Vehicle
36 Code of Federal Regulations 212.1 defines an
OHV as any motor vehicle designed for or capable
of cross-country travel on or immediately over
land... or other natural terrain.
Examples of OHVs/ORVs:
All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV)
An off-highway vehicle that is 50
inches or less in width. Michigan does
not recognize ATVs as street legal.
Utility Terrain Vehicle (UTV)
An off-highway vehicle where
passengers ride side-by-side. UTVs
including Jeeps© greater than 50
inches in width are allowed on certain
trails, but are not allowed on Forest
Service ATV trails.
Single–Track Motorized
A two-wheeled motor vehicle on
which the wheels are in-line (e.g.
motorcycles). Licensed motorcycles
need to be registered as OHVs
when used on OHV trails.

Huron-Manistee
National Forests Offices
Supervisor’s Office
1755 S. Mitchell Street, Cadillac, MI 49601
231-775-2421
Baldwin/White Cloud Ranger District
650 North Michigan Avenue, Baldwin, MI 49304
231-745-4631
Cadillac/Manistee Ranger District
1170 Nursery Road, Wellston, MI 49689
231-848-7090
Huron Shores Ranger District
5761 Skeel Road, Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-0728
Mio Ranger District
107 McKinley Road, Mio, MI 48647
989-826-3252
www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf
Visit us on Facebook—@huronmanisteenf
and on Twitter—@huronnf
For more Forest Service information visit:

Know Before You Go
County and Township regulations may vary
regarding OHV/ORV use on their roads. Please
always check with the local law enforcement for
specific information.

Huron-Manistee
National Forests
OHV/ORV
Motor Vehicle Use
Designation Change
Frequently Asked
Questions &
Information
Effective October 1, 2021

OHVs/ORVs on Forest Roads
Na onal Forest roads open to passenger vehicles are
generally open to OHVs. Some roads are closed to
OHVs due to safety hazards caused by mixed use and
traﬃc volume.

Temporary/Seasonal Road Closures
Na onal Forest roads or trails may be closed
temporarily for safety, to minimize impacts to
wildlife, or to prevent road damage. Current
condi ons are available by calling the local Forest
Service District Oﬃce or checking the Huron‐
Manistee Na onal Forests website under “Road
Condi ons.”

Access Through Gates
When passing through unlocked gates, leave the
gate as you found it. Parking a vehicle in front of a
closed gate is not allowed. Blocked gates interfere
with emergency access.

Camping: Dispersed/Campgrounds
Motor vehicle designa ons include parking along
designated routes and at facili es associated with
designated routes when it is safe to do so and when
not causing damage to Na onal Forest System
resources. Camp away from streams, avoiding
wetlands and prac ce “leave no trace” e que e.

Michigan OHV/ORV
Rules and Requirements
When an OHV/ORV license and/or trail permit
is required
An ORV license is required to ride eligible local/
county roads, frozen surface of public
waters, state forest roads (that are open to ORV
use) and eligible na onal forest roads. A license
is not required to operate on private lands. Both
the ORV license and trail permit are valid for one
year.

Resource Damage & Speed
Limit Fines
Fines related to illegal motorized travel and
speeding vary by oﬀense and jurisdic on.
Forest Service fines can be up to $5000.00 and six
(6) months in jail. If resource damage occurs, you
may be required to pay for repairs.
OHVs are not allowed to be ridden on campground
roads unless posted otherwise
All applicable Michigan DNR rules and regula ons
apply for licensing, tling, required equipment, age
restric ons, land use and such.*

A MDNR ORV trail permit is required when
opera ng on designated ORV Trail /Routes and
special ORV‐use areas. A trail permit is not
required to operate on private lands. Both the
ORV license and trail permit are valid for one
year, which begins April 1 and ends March 31 of
the following year. ORV trail permits are not
valid as a stand‐alone license; an ORV license
must also be purchased.

Cross Country Travel Prohibited
The use of OHV/ORV is allowed only on designated
roads and trails. Cross Country travel is NOT allowed.

Hun ng Game/ Retrieval
It is illegal to hunt, chase, pursue, harass or shoot at
wildlife from a motorized vehicle and/or from road
and trails. Firearms (except handguns) and bows
carried on an OHV must be fully enclosed in a hard or
so case. Firearms (except handguns) must be
unloaded.

Wilderness
By law, motorized vehicles are not allowed in
designated Wilderness areas.

Scan this QR code for
more Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources OHV/ORV
informa on, maps**, and handbook

Scan this QR code for more
Huron‐Manistee
Na onal Forests OHV/ORV
informa on& links to maps**

*Michigan DNR Oﬀ‐Road Vehicle Handbook—
download by scanning circular QR code to the leŌ.
**FREE PDF Map Download — Avenza Maps
Available for both iOS and Android technology Free
at www.avenza.com

DNR Law Enforcement Division

ORV
Safety
Program


Corporal Mike Hearn
DNR Law Enforcement Division

Legal Requirements

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994
324.81129 Operation of ORV or ATV by child; requirements; ORV information and safety advice; training program and performance testing;
course instruction; ORV safety certificates; rules; exceptions; additional requirements.
Sec. 81129.
(1) A parent or legal guardian of a child less than 16 years of age shall not permit the child to operate an ORV unless the child is
under the direct visual supervision of an adult and the child has an ORV safety certificate in his or her immediate possession.
(2) A parent or legal guardian of a child less than 12 years of age shall not permit the child to operate an ATV with 4 or more
wheels unless the child is not less than 10 years of age and is on private land owned by a parent or legal guardian of the
child. This subsection does not apply to the operation of an ATV used in agricultural operations.
(3) A parent or legal guardian of a child less than 16 years of age shall not permit the child to operate a 3-wheeled ATV.

ORV Safety Certificate


324.81130 ORV safety education course. Sec. 81130.



(1) A person who is under 16 years of age, before operating an ATV or ORV, shall
complete an ORV safety education course approved by the department. This course may
include a written examination and a driving test designed to test the competency of the
applicant. Upon successful completion of this safety education course, a person shall
receive an ORV safety certificate.



(3) Except for a course conducted by a private business enterprise as provided by
subsection (4), an applicant for a safety education course under this section shall pay not
more than a $25.00 course fee or in the case of a university or community college a fee
not more than the cost of 1 credit hour of instruction. The course fees shall only be used
for funding the administration and implementation of the course.



(5) The director shall designate a person to be the state coordinator of the ATV and ORV
safety education program. A person designated under this subsection shall have
successfully completed ATV and ORV safety courses.



(6) The director shall designate a person who has successfully completed ATV and ORV
safety courses to perform annual inspections of course sites.

Easiest Way to Break it Down….


Child under 16 obligated to take ORV Safety if operating an ORV (public or private property)



The ORV Safety Course is an education course approved by the Department to test
competency. May or may not include driving test.

Searching for In-Person Classes
www.michigan.gov/dnr
>Education & Safety >Find Classes & Information >Search for Classes

Searching for In-Person Classes

Education Material


Kalkomey is the official provider of recreational safety education
materials for all 50 states. We provide online boating and hunting
and other recreational safety education.



About Kalkomey Enterprises, LLC



Offroad Ed is produced by Kalkomey Enterprises, LLC.



740 East Campbell Road, Suite 900
Richardson, TX 75081
1-800-830-2268



Course Content







Chapter 1 Ride Preparation



Chapter 4 Winching and
Recovery



Chapter 5 Riding Safely and
Responsibly



Four Wheelers



Motorcycles



Side by Sides



Hand Signals

Chapter 2 Riding ORV



Trail Etiquette



Accident Prevention



Starting, Shifting,
Accelerating, Braking,

Parking



Riding Techniques



Practice Exercises

Chapter 3 Operating your UTV
Off-Road


Maintenance



Driving & Hand
Position



Traction & Ground
Clearance



Correct Driving
Techniques



Terrain Types



Chapter 6 Preparing for the
Unexpected
Chapter 7 Off-Road
Recreational Vehicle Legal
Requirements

Comparing Online Student and In-Person Student Numbers

ORV Students Taught 2015 to September
2021

2015
Inperson
Students

2015
2015 Total Online
Students Students

2016 Total
Students

2016
Online
Students

2016
Inperson
Students

2017
2018
2017 Total 2017 Online Inperson 2018 Total Online
Students Students Students
Students
Students

2018
Inperson
Students

2019 Total
Students

2019
Online
Students

2019
Inperson
Students

2020 Total
Students

2020
Online
Students

2020
Inperson
Students

2021 Total
Students

2021
Online
Students

2021 Inperson
Students

January

180

1

179

229

19

210

86

50

36

218

50

168

34

34

0

132

50

82

110

110

February

79

25

54

146

49

97

150

70

80

359

70

289

11

67

56

72

72

0

107

107

0

March

413

240

173

485

98

387

411

135

276

307

135

172

120

177

57

272

258

14

280

255

25

April

606

183

423

570

163

407

501

247

254

520

247

273

325

204

121

468

468

0

629

407

222

May

492

98

394

349

215

134

588

330

258

496

330

166

591

352

239

750

742

8

704

495

209

June

373

111

262

582

388

194

564

443

121

618

443

175

577

535

42

831

731

100

619

619

0

July

319

183

136

574

470

104

559

527

32

148

527

379

603

117

486

771

797

26

786

807

21

August

152

15

137

477

408

69

510

422

88

509

422

87

484

443

41

658

658

0

477

465

12

September

213

136

77

306

118

188

569

183

386

309

183

126

362

253

109

394

384

10

229

October

616

4

612

262

72

190

698

241

457

373

241

132

440

117

323

219

219

0

N/A

N/A

November

379

97

282

414

52

362

323

34

289

441

34

407

430

35

395

143

123

20

N/A

N/A

December

310

25

285

371

26

345

365

22

343

376

22

354

116

35

81

57

57

0

N/A

N/A

4132

1118

3014

4765

2078

2687

5324

2704

2620

4674

2704

2728

4093

2369

1950

4767

4559

260

Total

2015: 27%

2016: 43%

2017: 50%

2018: 57%

2019: 57%

2020: 95%

3941

0

229

3494

2021: 88%

0

489

Comparing ORV Student Numbers
Taking Class Online vs In-Person
2015 - Present

In Person ORV Safety
Classes 2015 - Present

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec
Total

2015 2016 2017
4
0
1
0
0
0
3
3
1
11
11
21
11
12
13
5
10
5
4
3
2
2
3
3
0
2
4
4
11
4
1
0
2
3
1
1
48
56
57

2018
0
1
2
14
8
4
2
2
0
2
0
1
36

2019
1
0
2
11
8
9
6
1
4
3
2
0
47

2020
1
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
3

2021
0
0
0
1
5
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
12

Red = Online
Blue = In-Person

By the Numbers…..
217 Volunteer ORV Instructors Statewide
200 Field Conservation Officers
417 Total ORV Instructors
Average 37 classes a year
Average 56 students per class

Online vs In-Person Training

In-Person
•
•
•
•
•

In-person experience direct result of
instructor quality
In-person material is often not thoroughly
covered
Lack of volunteer participation
No actual riding at most in-person classes
6-8hr single day commitment

Online
•
•
•
•

Complete at own pace on own time
$30 fee – some in-person classes
charge fee also
More content online with modern
videos
Personal feedback

QUESTIONS???

Cpl. Mike Hearn
State ORV & Snowmobile Specialist
DNR LED Recreational Safety, Education, and Enforcement Section
Phone: 517-284-6000 Mobile: 231-215-9500
525 W. Allegan St. Lansing, MI 48933
Web: www.michigan.gov/dnr
Email: hearnm@michigan.gov

