Urban & Community Forestry Council

Meeting Minutes Uroan &
Location: Hybrid (virtual and in Lansing)
Date: 10/28/25

Comm

Roll call

Present for the Council (council):
e Asia Dowtin e Alec Smith
e Heather Griffin (Acting Chair) e Gerry Santoro
e Fai Foen e Paul Hickman
e Brian Murphy e Stanley Gray

e Stathis Pauls

Present for the DNR Staff (department)

e Sue Tangora e Daphna Gadoth
o Kerry Gray e Lawrence Sobson
e Kevin Sayers e Andrea Stay

Others Present
e Zach Michaels e Duran Roberson
e Joe Walters e Emily Brent
e Michael Born

|. Call to Order: 10:03 A.M.

Il. Approval of Agenda:
Motion to approve: Murphy
Support: Hickman
Vote: Approved unanimously

l1l. Approval of Minutes of April 30, 2025 meeting:
Motion to approve: Hickman
Support: Santoro
Discussion: Sayers indicated the date of the meeting (2035) needs updating to 2025
Vote: With revision as noted in discussion the motion was approved unanimously

V. DNR Program and Staffing Report

e Sayers provided, reviewed and discussed UCF Program and Staffing Report with members

Action item(s):
e None


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fu3j4-T9N2aLLoklDPWo4l5pjeWPl-mt/view?usp=drive_link

V. Committee Reports:

Advocacy (Foen/Law - co-chairs, Eppley, Becker, S. Gray, Griffin, K. Gray, Gadoth, Sayers)

e Foen and Law described committee work and progress in three meetings (6/24,
7/31, 8/28) - No notes provided but will be in future meetings.

e Foen shared that a municipal tree board she participates on has provided a letter of
support advocating for continuation of state/federal UCF program support.

e County level urban tree canopy fact sheets that K. Gray is developing will be quite
helpful in efforts moving forward.

e Law shared that he had a recent meeting with American Forests staff in Detroit and
they are interested in helping with state UCF advocacy efforts as much as possible

e Social media may be a good tool for help with committee’s work moving forward.

Action item(s):
e Add Hickman and Murphy to this committee
e Law to schedule next committee meeting for early December.

Grants (K Gray - chair, Dowtin, Schultz, Sayers)
e Gray provided, reviewed and discussed UCF Program Grant Report

Action item(s):
e None

Data (Santoro - chair, Dowtin, Sayers, K. Gray, Klifman)
e Santoro provided a verbal report with the following highlights:
o Committee has held no formal meetings yet, only email communications
o Discussed work and challenges in approaches and scales for collecting data by
various entities (e.g. Macomb County, SEMCOG region, local, statewide).
o Indicated that some municipal members are interested in finding out more
about the Big Tree Registry for Ml and contacts for that program.
o K. Gray has completed county level urban tree canopy fact sheets for all
counties and is working to quality check them before sharing
o Noted the recent 10-year anniversary of the Green Macomb initiative
* Planted over 90,000 trees in 10yrs.
= Net 1-2% increase in urban tree canopy in 10yrs.
Action item(s):
e Provide contacts for Michigan Big Tree program(s):
o Michigan Big Tree Hunt - Releaf Michigan - Planting Trees, Growing Communities
o Michigan Big Tree Program Database — Michigan Botanical Society
o K Gray to share access to county urban tree canopy fact sheets with group.

VI. Items for Discussion:
a. MUCFC Membership (Griffin/Sayers)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YA40qk4yUlD4dJFOqID1KjVjUlOWAYXJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.releafmichigan.org/big-tree-hunt.html
https://michiganbotanicalsociety.org/big-tree

e Membership items reviewed: current roster, member application, term assignments
e Annual Chair and Vice Chair Election:
o Nomination for Chair - Hickman, Nomination for Vice Chair - Griffin
o Motion to approve both: Santoro  Support: Smith Vote: Approved
e Member Reappointments:
o Members with terms expiring: Klifman, Santoro, Eppley, Smith
o Eppley and Klifman - no response, Smith - decline, Santoro - renewing
e New Applicants/Appointees:
o Self-introductions by: Born, Brent, Michaels, Roberson and Walters
o Motion to approve all for 3yr. terms: Murphy, Support: Foen, Vote: Approved

Action item(s):
e Sayers will schedule meeting with new members and DNR staff to review council history,
handbook and set staggered terms.

b. FY25 Michigan UCF Federal Community Accomplishment Report (Sayers)
e Sayers reviewed and discussed the MI FY 25 federal accomplishment report

Action item(s):
e None

c. Discussion of Federal and State UCF programs (All)

e Group discussed the summer update shared with members in August.

e Significant cuts to UCF staff and funding at the federal level is increasingly
comprising program delivery at both the national and state levels.

e The ongoing federal shutdown will further hamper efforts to communicate and
gain clarity to the future federal direction and priorities for the UCF and other
related federal cooperative forestry programs.

e Advocacy work at all levels continues to be of great importance, particularly the
work of the council’'s advocacy subcommittee. State level advocacy should be
coordinated with DNR legislative staff for approval and awareness.

Action item(s):
e DNR UCF staff will continue to communicate with council members and stakeholders
as the situation continues to evolve.

d. Michigan Forest Action Plan (Stay)
e Stay provided a progress report on Forest Action Plan and updated the group on

the summer stakeholder engagement session, ongoing document revision
process and future schedule of meetings and next steps.

Action item(s):
e Chair Hickman and/or Vice-Chair Griffin will attend and represent MUCFC at one of
the fall stakeholder small-group discussions.
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https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/about/boards/urban-forestry/council-members
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Boards/UCFC/UCFC-Various-Docs/MUCFC-Membership-Application.pdf?rev=6e295cf5888d45988df850e994aeca19
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GnTBGlOYYezVm0bAfNz4rKi23j5yj7xZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LiGJpu6Q9O_XdCl62IYvMVzqPntw7LeG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n5glX-qdISTYTKsQCKxJ1grkKv92qFUv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wdr7GhDkdLCBoVY05U6x_FDWVpF6AOBv/view?usp=drive_link

e. Annual Council Letter to State Forester (Griffin/Sayers)

e Due to limited -- time discussion on this item was tabled.

e The annual council letter to the state forester (e.g. 2024 letter) is an ongoing work
task for the council to maintain dialogue and share information with the state
forester.

e MUCFC Chair, Vice-Chair and secretary to draft by the end of the year. Once
drafted, it will be circulated to members for review/comment and revision prior
to submitting a final version to the State Forester in early 2026.

Action item(s):
e Sayers, Hickman and Griffin will meet, draft the 2025 letter and circulate it to council
by end of year. Any revisions will be made, and a final letter will be submitted to the
state forester electronically by February 2026.

Public Comment:

o None

Staff Communications:

e Sobson

o Encouraged new members to reach out to him for assistance as needed
LawL1@michigan.gov .

o Michigan Community Tree Species Selection Guide will be done after almost
2 years of development. Will share link once approved, later this week.
Taking suggestions for outreach, social media, or materials needs.
Announced that a state proposal to regulate six plant species (including
Callery Pear) is being discussed. Encouraged members to consider
attending upcoming meetings of the Michigan Commission of Agriculture
and Rural Development (11/5) and DNR'’s Natural Resources Commission
(11/6), both in Lansing, where this item is on the agendas. Written
comments will be accepted as well.
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/boards/agcommission
https.//www.michigan.gov/dnr/about/boards/nrc

e Gray
o Reminder about public input opportunity - Next Ten-Year Action Plan -
National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council.
e Gadoth
o Shared her Report.

Member Communications:

e Foen
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https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Boards/UCFC/Archive/letter-2025.pdf?rev=d2b856609fd74cccae24e458cd9550de&hash=28E1E956F7209F627A065CCE0DEDE31A
mailto:LawL1@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/boards/agcommission
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/about/boards/nrc
https://actionplan.urbanandcommunityforests.org/
https://actionplan.urbanandcommunityforests.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10HhlaBMmuar913GvGeiqHGnA-DY26IsN/view?usp=drive_link

o Isinterested in hosting and convening a Miyawaki/Micro Forest workshop in Detroit

in the spring.
e Dowtin

o Congratulations from group on her recent achievement of faculty tenure status.

o Update on department candidate searches for Forest Pathologist (reposted),
Arboriculture (supported by college but not approved at this time - budgetary).

o Herresearch work on urban forest management plans utilized many plans from
Michigan. Observation - They generally lacked standardization of information.
Recommendation for DNR and council is to work on establishing commons
standards and communicating it to consultants and communities, esp. when
awarding grants or providing technical assistance to communities pursuing
management plan development.

o Working with USFS on Miyawaki forests establishment, maintenance etc. in Ml and is
happy to work with DNR and others to document, report and train on related issues.

e Santoro

o Urban Agriculture/Edible Forest project in City of Center Line was a big success.

o Working with the City of Warren on a successful Micro Forest establishment.

o American Association of Planners National meeting being held in Detroit in April
2026.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 24™ 10:00 AM - 12:30 (location/ TBD)

Adjournment:
12:10 PM

Respectfully submitted: Kevin Sayers
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https://careers.msu.edu/jobs/assistant-professor-tenure-system-east-lansing-michigan-united-states-60a4cdf5-6acb-44f3-86e0-a05cf9da25dc
https://www.planning.org/conference/
https://www.planning.org/conference/
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