Michigan Urban and oo
Community Forestry Council

An advisory committee to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources

January 24, 2025
Jeff Stampfly, State Forester, Chief
Forest Resources Division
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
PO Box 30452
Lansing, M| 48909

Dear Mr. Stampfly,

As Chair of the Michigan Urban and Community Forestry Council (MUCFC), it's my pleasure to share our
annual letter of engagement with you, representing our twelve council members from various stakeholders
across Michigan. This letter highlights some recent accomplishments of the MUCFC and the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources’ Urban and Community Forestry (UCF) Program and outlines our
priorities for enhanced State involvement in the coming year.

Accomplishments and Initiatives

This past year has been productive for both the MUCFC and the UCF program. Together, we advanced
several programs and initiatives:

e 19 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) grants awarded totaling $3.04M. 40 applications ($6.69M) received

e 9 DNR UCF Program grants awarded totaling $127K. 24 applications ($393K) received.

e 29 DTE Tree Planting Program grants received and awarded totaling $110.680.

e 120 Michigan communities certified as Tree City USA

e Two additional staff added via federal funding to support the DNR’s UCF program.

e Convened a roundtable discussion for all Michigan recipients of federal or state IRA grants.

e Four new council members added, representing a mix of small, rural and large, urbanized
communities and key stakeholder groups.

Advancing State Priorities

Collectively, these activities have advanced several priorities within the State’s Forest Action Plan (FAP),
including:

e Objective 5.3.1: Increase participation in UCF program grants from economically underserved
community areas by 25%.
e Objective 5.3.7: Benchmark and increase public tree maintenance through financial and technical

assistance.
e Objective 5.4.4: Engage partners across multiple sectors to improve forest management and

benefits.
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e Objective 8.1.8: Identify communities needing tree-planting assistance to address low canopy and
high impervious cover.

e Objective 8.1.20: Provide technical and financial assistance to assess, set goals, and maintain or
increase urban tree canopy cover.

Looking Ahead

Over the last couple of years, urban and community forestry has garnered renewed interest due to IRA
investments. In 2023, partners across Michigan received over $40 million to support local and statewide
projects. In 2024, these projects launched, bolstering capacity and activities across the state, including
within the UCF Program itself.

In July, the Council convened a roundtable for all IRA funding recipients, bringing together 36 stakeholders
from 21 organizations to build networks, share insights, and discuss project intentions. From this
discussion, we identified opportunities and challenges to fully leverage IRA investments and enhance long-
term capacity in our UCF networks.

Future Priorities
At our July and October meetings, we identified key priorities for the coming year:

1. Support bringing a national-level arboriculture and urban forestry conference to Michigan.
2. Expand training and education opportunities specific to Michigan.
3. Increase stakeholder engagement in the 5-year review and update of the FAP.

With the increased investment from the IRA and the energy in our professional community, we are excited
about the future of urban and community forestry in Michigan. Considering that 82% of Michigan’s
population lives in urban areas, a strong UCF program and network are essential to plant, protect, and care
for the trees where most Michiganders live, work, and play.

Call to Action

For long-term sustainability, it is important that the State fully invests in its UCF Program. Together, the
MUCFC and the UCF Program are critical conveners and partners in developing and strengthening urban
and community forestry in Michigan and nationally. As the IRA sunsets in a few years, we need to secure at
least S1 million in ongoing state funding to support program staff and maintain a sub-grant program. This
investment is necessary to fully leverage the potential of urban and community forestry investments across
Michigan.

On behalf of the MUCFC, | thank you and the DNR for your dedicated leadership in conserving our state’s
forests and natural resources. With your help, we will achieve and exceed our goals for the program and
our profession in Michigan this coming year. | welcome your thoughts and invite further discussion at your
convenience.

Sincerely,

7%;:,7 %mé%z
Tiffany Giacobazzi

Chair, MUCFC
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