Upper Peninsula Habitat Workgroup
Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, April 29, 2025
Marquette Township Community Center, 1000 Commerce Drive
Marquette Mi

Introductions: Stacy Welling (DNR, Executive), Kurt Lehman (National Deer Association), Cody
Pefley (National Deer Association), Nathan Christie (Lyme Great Lakes), George Lindquist (UP
Whitetails of Marquette County/Michigan United Conservation Club), Al Ettenhofer (UP White Tails
Association), Dave Johnson (UP Sportsmen Alliance), Kristyn Ritchie (Sustainable Resources
Institute), Jim Hammill (Safari Club International Foundation), Stu Boren (Sustainable Resources
Institute), Dave Nyberg (DNR Natural Resources Commission), Bill Scullon (DNR, Wildlife), Pam
Nankervis (US Forest Service, Ottawa), Tom Seablom (DNR, Forest Resources), Scott Lakosky
(DNR, Forest Resources), Matt Watkeys (DNR, Forest Resources), and Sarah Janda (DNR, Finance &
Operations). Virtual attendees included: Bernie Hubbard (retired State forester) and Dave Anthony
(DNR Natural Resources Commission).

NRC Update: Director Nyberg was present to provide some of his thoughts regarding deer
management as he proposed wildlife be managed specific to an area’s seasonal conditions,
specifically looking at winter severity as the best indicator of health. He said it is wise to make
regulations that have an impact on the resource. George Lindquist of UP Whitetails said they would
like to see deer management units be smaller. Jim Hammill said if deer regulations change, they
should be coordinated with snow fall zones as that s a driving force of vitality.

Directors Update: Stacy shared the Newberry Customer Service Center made of mass timber
construction recently held a ribbon cutting. With respect to management goals, habitat continues
to be a priority for the Director and on all levels. Jim LaPorte and Rebecca Humphries have been
appointed to the Natural Resources Commission.

Forest Resources Update: Tom said the State Forest management plan is currently on hold given
the ice storm damage as Deputy Director Lott wants to reassess the numbers in the impacted
areas. The inventory will consider salvage, age class, and largely, the areas impacted through State
habitat funds. The first three salvage sales were up for bid in Gaylord and all three sales sold. Tom
said tariffs could have an impact on maple products as we export a lot of it to Canada. Nursery
stock and production capacity are meeting reforestation needs with red pine stock is in high
demand. Plus, they are limited to the capacity of Wyman Nursery. In summary, Forest Resources
Division is still evaluating the short- and long-term impact of the ice storm.

Wildlife Update: Bill spoke about the Division restructure resulting in Field Operations Managers
being responsible for their operational area. He talked about the new Baraga employes, Morgan
Lucolt, Wildlife Biologist, Colton Flack, Wildlife Technician, and John DePue as the new Bat
Specialist. In Shingleton, Don Brown promoted to Wildlife Biologist which leaves the area short a
Wildlife Technician. Bill updated the group on the moose survey. It involves a short time frame, the
month of January, but it was successful. Wildlife staff and researchers from NMU were also involved



in a moose capture and subsequent GPS collaring of twenty moose. The goalis to find out what’s
happening with the moose population. In the meantime, staff are getting ready for spring habitat
work.

Grants Update: Bill said because of a license increase in 2014, funds were able to be set aside for
large habitat grant opportunities. There’s currently a hold on applications at the executive level,
however, due to recent budget constraints.

Jim shared the Safari Club International Northwoods Chapter has dissolved. The remainder of the
checking account will be dedicated to deer winter range efforts, which is about $60,000 for the
habitat work group. Jim said the intention is to use the money for front end work on grant proposals.

Kristyn Ritchie provided an update on the work group’s grant history. Of the projects between the
years 2018 and 2022, approximately 127,000 trees were planted over 450 acres involving 28
landowners. The projects total $500,000 worth of investments. Ecological impacts include
expanded forage and thermal cover in key deer wintering complexes, enhanced connectivity and
forest health, increased mast availability, and long-term forest regeneration and wildlife diversity.
Talk commenced about how to get the word out about habitat work group efforts.

Member Update: The group discussed whether there are any stakeholder groups are individuals
not being represented around the table. It was said that Andy VanDyke of Manulife was invited to
attend but unable to make it. A suggestion was made to reach out to the Great Lakes Timbermen
Association for a representative who may be interested in serving on the habitat work group. e

Next Meeting: Jim recommended another meeting in August.



