
 

Upper Peninsula Habitat Workgroup 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, December 4, 2024 
Marquette Township Community Center, 1000 Commerce Drive 

Marquette MI 
 

 
Welcome/Introductions: Jim Hammill welcomed all those in attendance. Introductions were conducted 
around the room. In person attendees included: Bernie Hubbard (Society of American Foresters), Eric 
Stier (American Forest Management),  George Lindquist (UP Whitetails of Marquette County), Dave 
Johnson (UP Sportsmen Alliance), Commissioner Dave Nyberg (DNR Natural Resources Commission), 
Commissioner Tom Baird (DNR Natural Resources Commission), Jim Hammill (Sierra Club International), 
Stu Boren (Sustainable Resources Institute), Amber Marchel (Lyme Great Lakes Timberland), Jason Caron 
(DNR, Forest Resources), Tom Seablom (DNR, Forest Resources), Bill Scullon (DNR, Wildlife), Stacy 
Welling Haughey (DNR, Executive), Sarah Janda (DNR, Finance & Operations) and Brian Reynolds (UP 
Whitetails of Marquette County). Online attendees included: Commissioner Dave Anthony (DNR Natural 
Resources Commission), Kari Divine (Sustainable Resources Institute), Pam Nankervis (Ottawa National 
Forest), Kerry Heckman (DNR, Forest Resources), Dan Heckman (DNR, Forest Resources), Dave Lemmien 
(DNR, Wildlife) and Kristie Sitar (DNR, Wildlife).  
 
Natural Resource Commission (NRC) Update: Commissioner Baird was present to provide an update 
from the NRC. As they wrap up the year, Commissioner Robin Clark will be resigning while he 
(Commissioner Baird) will not be seeking another appointment in January. As a result, there will be two 
openings on the NRC. Regarding deer, early projections suggest the deer harvest is up yet it’s too soon to 
tell. The digests (otherwise known as regulation summaries) were late this year. Commissioner Anthony 
shared an email regarding FRD’s update to the state forest management plan. He wondered if there is 
any feedback that can be provided by the work group since its goals align with the plan. Jim Hammill 
asked the commissioners whether there’s a recommended method in which the group responds. 
Commissioner Baird said there are two more meetings coming up plus other groups have passed written 
resolutions. George Lindquist said both the east and west UP Citizen Advisory Councils (CACs) put 
together written resolutions that spell out their feedback for the plan. There was discussion about how 
it’d be difficult, as a work group, to reach a consensus. Bernie Hubbard said from his read of the plan, 
there is a lot in it that talks about wildlife habitat and deer management. It was agreed that should a 
topic come up relative to the management plan, the workgroup will take time to discuss it during today’s 
meeting. 
 
Director’s Priority Update: Stacy Welling Haughey recognized Commissioner Baird’s tenure on the NRC 
with a gift of appreciation. With respect to the priorities of Director Bowen, habitat continues to be a 
priority on all levels and a focus for all staff. The habitat work group has invested $14 million in habitat 
management since 2000 and purchased approximately 14,090 acres of critical deer winter complex in 
the upper and lower peninsulas.  
 
  



Division Updates: 
• Forest Resources: Tom Seablom gave an update from Forest Resources Division. The fire season 

extended into fall since it was so dry. There were as many fires in the month of October as there 
were the entire summer fire season. The state forest management plan is open for comments 
now until the end of the month. The West UP commercial forester position is still vacant. The 
timber markets are tight right now. There are slight occasional upticks in the market, but they are 
not long lived. There was a press release regarding the infestation of oak wilt in southwest 
Marquette County near the Ishpeming Field Office. FRD is looking to treat the area in the next 
year or so. There is another area identified in northern Dickinson County. It is believed this was 
spread overland via firewood movement as the areas are isolated. With respect to management 
options, Tom said they are looking at chemically treating it. Bill Scullon said Wildlife has been 
dealing with this in Menominee County for some time now.  Jim Hammill asked whether there is 
a forest health budget and Tom said there is. FRD does forest health flights every year and that’s 
how this was spotted.  Stu Boren is aware of the Division’s ten-year entry cycle and suggested 
more frequent monitoring of oak to prevent further oak wilt spread. With respect to the Ottawa 
National Forest, Pam Nankervis said they do not have it on the landscape yet but it’s getting 
close. Some of their treatment methods include plowing, applying herbicide, restricting oak 
harvest until late summer, and cutting around the infected area and breaking up the roots. 

• Wildlife: Speaking of oak, Bill Scullon said the DNR has an active partnership with the Wyman 
nursery to grow oak saplings which are then replanted in the impacted areas. Don Brown, 
Wildlife Technician in Shingleton, heads up that project using DRIP funds for habitat 
improvement. With respect to staffing, Jayne Roohr, Wildlife Technician in Newberry, is 
transferring to Finance & Operations, Heather Shaw, Wildlife Biologist, is now with FRD. In 
Baraga, John DePue, former Wildlife Biologist, is now the Bat Specialist, and Colton Flack is the 
new Wildlife Technician. Staff is getting ready for the moose survey in January and will have a 
coordination meeting next week. The goal is to look at high density moose areas in Baraga and 
Marquette counties. They are hopeful for nine good days’ worth of flying in the month of January. 
Staff is also planning for a moose capture project to put 30 GPS collars on the herd. Bill said as of 
yesterday, there was a 17% increase in buck harvest and a 7% increase in antlerless deer from last 
year’s firearm deer season. With minimal winter activity last year, staff are seeing more older age 
class bucks and several of the 2–3-year-old age class.  

 
Grant Updates: 
Jim Hammill said there are two large grant opportunities available through Wildlife Division. The 
Sustainable Resource Institute is applying for one of them and will serve as the grant administrator for 
the $146,000 grant. Over 230 acres worth of habitat work with an overall impact of 800 acres had been 
accomplished between the years of 2018 – 2020. Jason Caron said with respect to non-industrial private 
landowners, the clearing of acres for food plots is not allowed under the statute of the law. Amber 
Marchel said with respect to Lyme Timberlands, they have some flexibility on some of their hunter 
walking trails.  
 
Bill talked about the Deer Range Improvement Projects that were awarded in 2024. Of the 20 
applications, 16 projects were awarded totaling close to $150,000 in grant expenditures. With respect to 
deer habitat improvement partnership initiative (DHIPI), this is the 16th year of the grant program. 
Wildlife awarded 148 grants totaling approximately $1.5 million in DRIP funds. Local match towards 



these projects totaled $870,000 expanding the scope and scale of their positive habitat and community 
effects.  
 
State Forest Management Plan Update: Dan Heckman, Forest Management Specialist with FRD, 
provided an update on the progress of the state forest management plan.  The state forest is managed 
to: conserve or enhance biological diversity; maintain productive capacity; promote ecosystem health 
and vitality; conserve and protect soil and aquatic resources; provide opportunities for social and 
economic benefits; respond to a changing climate; and protect cultural and historic resources. Section 
three of the plan focuses on habitat management and is broken down by the various cover types. 
Discussion ensued about the challenge of keeping a balance of cover types while looking at food and 
shelter as a function of the habitat. 
 
Conservation Easement Update: 
Kerry Heckman, Resource Specialist with FRD, provided update on the Michigamme Highlands project.  
In partnership with Lyme Great Lakes Timberlands, the DNR is working to protect 73,000 acres of this 
landscape in Baraga, Iron and Marquette counties through a working forest conservation easement.  
 
Roundtable Discussion: 
George Lindquist said like the comments provided by the UP citizen advisory councils, there is still time 
individually or as a group to provide input to the state forest management plan. The topic of spruce 
budworm was raised and the need to determine of those infected stands, what is naturally recovering. 
Stacy Welling Haughey suggested making sure landowners are getting information in terms of how they 
can manage it. 

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, April 29, 2025, beginning at 10:00 am.  

 

 


