Warmwater Resources Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
Date: May 11, 2026
Time: 10:00 am —3:30 pm

Location: Rose Lake Shooting Range; 14500 Peacock Rd, Bath, MI 48808

In-person Attendees

Joe Bednar, Jim Diana, Matt Diana, Jim Felgenauer, Jim Francis, Mark Johnson, Dan Kimmel,
Mica Kromrey, Duke LeBaron, Christian LeSage, Lucas Nathan, Joe Nohner, Randy VanDam,
Brennen Wright

Online Attendees

Spencer Berman, Andrew Briggs, Randy Claramunt, Jan-Michael Hessenauer, Cory Kovacs, Mike
Sinclair, Bruce Yinger, Bill Ziegler

Northern Pike Regulations

Joe Bednar introduced a resolution focused on Northern Pike Protected Slot Limit (PSL)
regulations on Great Lakes waters, including connecting waters and tributaries up to the first
dam. The resolution outlined goals of improving size structure and angler satisfaction. Matt
Diana led a presentation that summarized Fisheries Division’s Northern Pike Management Plan,
including the regulatory toolbox and the associated density and growth metrics used when
developing regulation proposals. Committee members and Fisheries Division staff noted that
PSLs may not be appropriate for all waters identified and that we are data-limited for Northern
Pike in Great Lakes waters. Members emphasized the need for a more targeted, data-informed
approach before broad implementation and there was support to continue the discussion at
future meetings. Fisheries Division staff will work to identify opportunities to collect additional
data to inform Northern Pike management strategies in the Great Lakes.

Regulations Update and Proposals

Christian LeSage provided an overview of regulation changes that went into effect as of April
1%, including modifications of Northern Pike and Walleye PSLs on several inland lakes,
expansion of underwater spearfishing opportunities in the Great Lakes, and renewal of fish
disease testing requirements. Christian also presented new proposals for this regulation cycle,
including a removal of a Northern Pike spawning closure and Northern Pike no minimum size
limit regulations on several inland lakes. The Committee did not have any questions or
discussion about the updates or proposals.



Fisheries Management and Aquatic Nuisance Control

Mica Kromrey and Joe Nohner led a discussion on fisheries management and Aquatic Nuisance
Control (ANC) treatments. Joe shared an overview of how Fisheries Division contributes to
permit reviews and provides comments to the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE), who has decision making authority on ANC treatments. Fisheries Division’s
general guidelines include avoiding treating native plants where possible, preserving 60-80% of
native vegetation, protecting 25-35% of total lake surface, and only conducting whole lake
treatments in certain situations that benefit native vegetation. Mica shared an update on a
DNR-EGLE project to digitize historical treatment reports to make the data more accessible.
Since 2014, the treatment intensity is highly variable across lakes, with ~75% of lakes not
receiving any treatments. The Committee discussed numerous aspects of treatments and
permitting process, including what species are targeted, which products are used, and concerns
about conflicts with anglers and impacts to fish populations. The Committee requested this
topic be added to the next meeting agenda to continue receiving updates on the Fisheries
Division project and management efforts.

Centrarchid Committee Update

Matt Diana shared an update on the Fisheries Division Centrarchid Committee. In 2025, the
Committee developed Terms of Reference, established membership, presented to the Natural
Resources Commission (NRC), and began establishing committee charges related to sunfish
management. The Committee also supported several centrarchid-related issues in 2025,
including responding to public comments and presenting to the NRC on bass regulations and
conducting a survey of Burt Lake to document bass recruitment. The Committee plans to have a
draft of the sunfish management plan to share with the Warmwater Resources Steering
Committee within the next year. The Warmwater Resources Steering Committee members
expressed continued support for this effort, while noting that the plan needs to include topics
beyond regulations, including habitat management.

Round Table Updates

Committee members and Fisheries Division staff had an open discussion about other updates.
The discussion included Jim Felgenauer sharing an update on being accepted into the Public
Spaces Community Places Program to support a fish cleaning station on Lake St. Clair (link here:
patronicity.com/fish) and Duke LeBaron and Matt Diana providing an update on the recent
inland Musky egg take and telemetry project on Lake Macatawa.

Next meeting tentatively to be held in spring 2027

For additional information or questions, please contact Lucas Nathan (nathanl@michigan.gov)


https://www.patronicity.com/fish

