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Programs & Events 
Winter 2026 

       Carl T Johnson Hunting & Fishing Center 
 
Hours of Operation: Saturday & Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Located inside Mitchell State Park, 6087 E M-115, Cadillac, MI 49601 
 
 
Lantern-lit Hikes along the Heritage Trail  
Fridays in January & February, 6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
Explore wintery wonders under the stars along our scenic Heritage Nature Trail! Lit with over 100 
lanterns, these self-guided hikes continue every Friday evening in January and February! 
Afterwards, warm up with hot chocolate alongside our bonfire! Snowshoes available to borrow, 
including children's snowshoes, on a first-come-first-served basis. Cost: Free 
 
Hard Water School (Ice Fishing) – Outdoor Skills Academy 
January 24 or February 28 (on-ice sessions are preceded by virtual classes) 
This in-depth ice fishing experience is designed to teach anglers of all skill levels how to succeed 
on the ice this winter. We’ll focus on techniques for panfish, walleye and pike. Participants will 
have the opportunity for hands-on learning on the ice, including one-on-one guidance from 
professionals. A warming hut, augers and limited shanties will be available on a first-come, first-
served basis, though participants are encouraged to bring their own equipment. This is a family-
friendly event, and participants are welcome to stay and fish longer, at their leisure. Please note 
that a valid Michigan fishing license is required. Weather conditions may affect ice-based 
activities; if necessary, portions of the class will be moved indoors. A limited quantity of loaner 
rods will be available. Classes are preceded by two virtual orientations covering safety, equipment, 
clothing and Q&A, to help prepare students before ever stepping foot on the ice.  Cost is $25, 
which includes a take-home gift and bait. https://michigan.gov/OutdoorSkills 
 
Becoming an Outdoors Woman - Ice Fishing School 
February 28 (on-ice sessions are preceded by virtual classes) 
A hands-on ice fishing experience that equips female anglers of all skill levels with the skills and 
confidence to conquer the ice. See above description. https://michigan.gov/OutdoorSkills  
 
Tacklecraft February 8 at 11 a.m. or 2 p.m. 
Create your own DIY fishing lure to catch perch, panfish or a mighty bass! All ages 
welcome as park interpreters provide step-by-step instructions for crafting your own lure 
to catch the most common fish found in lakes Mitchell and Cadillac. All materials 
provided, but pre-registration is required for materials: https://tinyurl.com/TackleCraft  
Cost: Free.  
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Steelhead Fishing Clinic – Outdoor Skills Academy 
March 29 and April 12 - Save the date!  
Participants will be introduced to tips and techniques virtually before practicing 
streamside with our experienced staff. The course covers dress, rigging options, trout 
behavior, river etiquette, knot-tying, making spawn bags, map reading, practice casting, 
regulations and more! Registration details available soon at 
https://michigan.gov/OutdoorSkills ! 
 
Nature Awaits - 4th Grade Field Trips 
Bundle up and embrace the Michigan winter by taking your students outside on a free field trip! 
Each session features 90 minutes of hands-on instruction, a cozy campfire to warm up next to, a 
designated outdoor lunch spot and access to restroom facilities. These special winter field trips 
are only available on a limited basis between Jan. 12 and Feb. 27, so reserve your spot today at 
https://www.michigan.gov/natureawaits.  
 
Other grades are invited to explore winter with our park interpreters! Arrange a K-12 classroom 
visit with by contacting DNR-hfc@michigan.gov to inquire about guided snowshoe hikes, 
bonfires or hands-on lessons exploring wildlife adaptations for winter.  
 
Exhibit Hall, Gift Shop and Heritage Nature Trail 
Michigan’s tremendous hunting and fishing heritage is on full display in the exhibit halls. The 
exhibits highlight opportunities around the state to hunt, fish and trap and reveal the huge 
impact hunters and anglers have had on fish and wildlife habitat. The Gift Shop is operated by 
Friends of Mitchell State Park volunteers and open from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Starting and 
stopping at our visitor center is the 2.5-mile looping Heritage Nature Trail. It features a lookout 
tower, a fishing pier, and several boardwalks; the trail is a wetlands habitat nestled between lakes 
Mitchell and Cadillac.    
Equipment for loan: 
• Binoculars 
• Snowshoes 
• Fishing rods 
• Wildlife books 
  
 
 
 
Facebook 
Watch our Facebook page for program updates: https://www.fb.com/CarlTJohnsonCenter  
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