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Programs & Events 
Fall/Winter 2026 

Carl T. Johnson Hunting & Fishing Center 
Hours of Operation: Saturday-Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. through Nov. 8, 2026 
Located inside Mitchell State Park, featuring Exhibit Hall, Gift Shop, and Heritage Nature Trail 

 

Trapping Clinic - Outdoor Skills Academy – October 10-11 
This two-day, hands-on clinic is your opportunity to learn safe, ethical, and effective 
trapping in Michigan. Pre-registration required. Sign up at www.mi.gov/OutdoorSkills 

Cadillac Area Land Conservancy Annual Meeting – October 18, 2:00 p.m.  
CALC invites the public to their annual meeting! Guest speakers include PBS “Ask the 
DNR” Host Bob Garner and DNR Fisheries Biologist Mark Tonello. Join to learn about local 
conservation efforts, fisheries management, and conservation storytelling.  

Cryptid Walk – October 22, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Proud to partner with the Cadillac Wexford Public Library to bring you this wildlife 
program, with a seasonal twist, as we explore our trails by night! Then, stick around to 
share spooky stories! Using a provided blacklight flashlight, test your skills to find wild 
animals and spooky cryptids hidden throughout the trails. Recommended for ages 12+.  

Learn to Hunt Whitetail Deer – October 31, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Try something new in Michigan’s great outdoors -- let us help you get started in this free 
clinic. Topics include finding public lands, hunting tips and strategies, equipment, and 
more. FREE registration at https://dnr.idloom.events/learn-to-hunt-whitetails. 

DIY Lure Crafting, November 7, 1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
Looking for a special handmade gift for that fish-lover in your life? Let us help you craft a 
fishing lure that will be a treasured gift! Drop in anytime from during this workshop to 
learn the basics and craft your own alluring lure! All supplies provided. All ages welcome.  

Cadillac Carvers Show- December 5, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
Featuring fine artistry and hand-crafted wooden lures and wildlife from local artists. View 
exhibits, demonstrations, or purchase artistry -- great gifts for collectors! 

Lantern Lit Hikes – Fridays throughout January and February, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Explore wintery wonders under the stars along our scenic Heritage Nature Trail! Lit with 
over 100 lanterns, these self-guided hikes continue every Friday evening in January and 
February! Afterwards, warm up with hot chocolate alongside our bonfire! Snowshoes 
available to borrow, including children's snowshoes, on a first-come-first-served basis.  

Stay up to date!  
Watch our Facebook page for program updates: https://www.fb.com/CarlTJohnsonCenter 
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