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Programs & Events 
January 2026 

Gerald E. Eddy Discovery Center 
 
Hours of Operation  
Closed for construction.  
Expected to reopen Spring 2026! 

Eddy Discovery Center 
Waterloo Recreation Area 
17030 Bush Road 
Chelsea, MI  48118 

 
All programs take place at the lower parking lot of the Eddy Discovery Center unless 
otherwise noted. The Recreation Passport is required for entry. Pit toilets are 
available for use.  
 
Self-Led Snowshoe Hike  
January 3, 17, 24, 31, 2026. Register for any time between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Call to set up a 
snowshoe pick-up and tutorial at the Waterloo Headquarters. Then embark on the 
hickory hills loop surrounding the area. Up to 6 participants at a time! Call or text (734) 
590-1816 to register your free spot!  
 
History Hike: The Old Field 
January 3 and 17, 2026, 1:00 p.m. 
Embark on a historical hike through a 0.6-mile loop that will tell a story of human 
intervention and succession. Led by Park Interpreter this narrated hike will be through a 
hilly/moderate trail.  
 
Getting Squirrelly 
January 10, 2026, 1:00 p.m.   
Come learn about the squirrels of Michigan!  We will discuss how to identify the different 
squirrel species of Michigan, discuss the relationship between our Oak and Hickory trees 
and squirrels at our park, and go on a short walk to try to find evidence of squirrels.  At the 
Portage Lake Day Use Area, Lakeview Pavilion. 11500 Seymour Rd. Grass Lake, MI 49240. 
 
Who’s Been Eating my Porridge? 
January 10, 2026, 3:00 p.m. 
We often don’t see the mammals of Waterloo, but we do see the evidence they leave 
behind.  Learn to answer the questions of who, what, when, where and why.  Come learn 
how to track and wander around our Portage Lake Beach looking for signs of our local 
mammals. At the Portage Lake Day Use Area, Lakeview Pavilion. 11500 Seymour Rd. Grass 
Lake, MI 49240. 
 
 
 



 
Michigan.gov/Waterloo | 734-475-3170 
All programs are free unless otherwise noted; however, a Recreation 
Passport is required for entry to the park. 
 

Bog Walk (Where the Wild Things Are in Winter) 
January 11, 2026, 1:00 p.m.   
Come visit the bog in winter!  This 1.75-mile hike goes through very diverse terrain and 
ends in a unique habitat: a floating tamarack bog.  While hiking, we will explore how 
animals in Waterloo spend their winters.   
 
Forest of Friends: A Tree Hike    
January 24, 2026, 1 p.m.  
Embark on a hike with the Park Interpreter to discover the trees around while creating a 
tree ID guide. 
 
Mindfulness Hike  
January 31, 2026, 1 p.m.  
Join the Park Interpreter and explore Waterloo’s trails while learning how to examine  
things closely and slow your mind.  
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