


g Tahquamenon Falls State Park
tate of Michigan
Department of Natural Resources

Phone/ Web:
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Michigan.gov/TahquamenonFalls
DNR-Tfalls@Michigan.gov
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Tahquamenon Falls State Park
41382 West M-123
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TQFalls

Tahquamenon rhymes with
phenomenon!

Welcome to the Park

Greetings and welcome to Tahquamenon
Falls State Park! Whether you’re camping
here for the week or visiting for the day, the
park offers a wide variety of activities to fill
your time.

Day users can enjoy many amenities at the
Upper and Lower falls, including gift shop
and food concessions and modern restroom
facilities at both locations.

At the Lower Falls, a 1.5-mile round-trip hike
will lead you over the pedestrian footbridge
to an island that the falls wrap around. This
fully accessible hike features many

different vantage points of the Lower Falls
and includes a couple of select locations
where visitors can dip their toes into the
water.

At the Upper Falls, be sure to stop at the
“Fact Shack” to check out the interpretive
displays and chat with one of our rangers.
From there, a .3-mile, accessible path leads
to three different vantage points high above
the falls as well as to the “Gorge”

stairway. This 181-step descent gives visi-
tors a unique perspective of the falls from
water level, approximately 200 yards down-
stream. Upon completion of a construction
project, the “Brink” deck will feature new
views of the falls as well.

For a longer hiking adventure, the park
offers several moderate day-trip hikes. The
5.1-mile River Trail is our most popular hike
but also the most challenging. This
beautiful hike follows the Tahquamenon
River between the Upper and Lower falls.
Hikers should be prepared with plenty of
water, bug spray and good hiking footwear.

If you're camping with us, the early
mornings and late evenings are great
opportunities to experience the falls

without the crowds or take in the beauty of
the Tahquamenon Rivermouth area. Also,
be sure to check out the weekly interpretive
program schedule, as the park offers a
variety of programs at the campgrounds.

| hope you enjoy your visit!!

| Park Manager Kevin Dennis.
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Things to Know

Limited cellphone service
Plan a time and meeting location with your group before getting out of your car.

Prepare for biting insects
Mosquitoes, blackflies and horseflies can be a nuisance throughout the summer.
Wear light-colored clothing, long sleeves and insect repellent to reduce bites.

Hike smart
Our trails include hills, exposed roots, muddy spots and occassional downed trees.
Allow yourself extra time, wear sturdy footwear and bring water on every hike.
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1 Tahquamenon River - Lower Falls
Fishable boat dock (on the island)
Northern pike, muskellunge, walleye, yellow perch,
smallmouth bass, brown trout

2 Tahquamenon River - Rivermouth
Fish from the boat launch area
Yellow perch, northern pike, rock bass, walleye

3 Andrus Lake
Fishable dock
Rainbow trout, pan fish, largemouth and smallmouth
bass

Check out the
DNR Hunt Fish app
for guides and more!

4 Shelldrake River Flooding
Inland shore fishing
Northern pike, yellow perch, bullhead, bluegill

5 Little Lake
Dock and public access site
Northern pike, yellow perch, walleye, salmon

6 BodiLake
Inland shore fishing
Walleye, northern pike, smallmouth bass

7 Culhane Lake
Public launch
Walleye, northern pike, bluegill

Free Park Entry
&
Free Fishing

June 7 — 8, 2025

Camping fees still apply




Pets at the Park

We are a pet-friendly park! In order to stay that way,
we ask all visitors to follow a few simple requests.

= Hiker Shuttle

Pets cannot be left unattended. 1
Do not leave your pet in your vehicle or tied .
up while you eat. Violators may be ticketed. "

bags in trash cans.

Bring a bowl for water.

2 Upper Falls Day Use Area

Tahquamenon Falls State Par
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River Trail (5.1 miles) e The Upper Falls is open year-round.

e Wheelchairs are available to borrow at Fact Shack.

From Upper Falls parking Iot"-._
to Lower Falls parking lot

Gorge Viewing Deck

Well-behaved, leashed dogs are
permitted on all trails. (R e N
Clean up after your pet. Gift shop
|f yOU are bringing a pet, Information station Upper Falls
bring a bag. Dispose of Parking

Picnic area

Ranger station

Restaurant

Restroom

North Country Trail

Trail marker

e,

Viewing area

Transportation for the River Trail - between Upper and Lower falls | | ...... Dirt trail

Is it running today?

Construction zone - no entry
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= Paved trail

Fact Shack

Check shuttle availability before hiking
the River Trail. Signage can be found at entrance
booths and trailheads.

If no shuttle is available, please stage a vehicle
or be prepared to hike both ways.

It takes about three hours to hike one way.
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It is dangerous to walk along M-123.
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Lower Falls Hiking Trails
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Tahquamenon Falls State Park
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a Campground Park headquarters Scenic view North Country Trai
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River Trail:
Lower Falls parking lot to
Upper Falls parking lot

Marker 3 to County Road 500
4.3 miles

Average time: 2.5 hours
Average rating: Moderate

1 5.1 miles (one way)

§| Average time: 3-6 hours
Average rating: Difficult
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Clark Lake Loop

5.2 miles

Average time: 2-3 hours
{ Average rating: Moderate

12 miles

il Whitefish Bay Picnic Area
| to Lower Falls

= Average time: 7 hours
Average rating: Moderate

7 miles

Average time: 4 hours
Average rating: Difficult
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2025 Special Events

Two Hearted Trail Run
June 21

Scenic, long-distance run along the North Country
Trail, with the 50K and marathon distances
beginning north of the park and finishing at

the Upper Falls. Half marathon course starts

and ends at the Upper Falls. Register online at
greatlakesendurance.com.

Tahqua Trail Run
Aug. 9

This popular, 25K trail race follows the North
Country Trail along the Tahquamenon River,
beginning near the rivermouth and ending

at the Upper Falls. A 10K race will also take
place, starting at the Lower Falls and ending
at the Upper Falls. These races are sponsored
by Great Lakes Endurance. Register online at
greatlakesendurance.com.

Finisher medal from trail run.

Wilderness Canoe Race
Sept. 13

This 17-mile professional canoe race begins at the
Lower Falls and finishes at Whitefish Bay near the
Rivermouth Campground. The event is hosted by
the Michigan Canoe Racing Association and the
Paradise Chamber of Commerce. Visit
miracing.com for more information.

Harvest Festival
Sept. 27

Join us for this autumnal jubilee! Activities will
include pumpkin decorating, hayrides, trick-or-
treating, and more. Both Lower Falls campgrounds
(Hemlock and Portage) are included during Harvest
Festival events. Make your campsite reservation
early; this weekend books fast.

Winter 2026

Snowshoe Hikes & Lantern-lit Trail
Every Saturday in February — Upper Falls

Come out and borrow a free pair of snowshoes

or take part in a guided afternoon snowshoe hike.
There is a 1-mile lantern-lit snowshoe trail, along
with a 4-mile groomed cross country ski trail,
marked snowshoe trails, and a packed walking
trail to view the falls without snowshoes. Warm up
by the bonfire, and complete your visit with a trip to
the Tahquamenon Falls Brewery and Pub, open all
winter.

Over 70 kerosene lanterns light the trail.

Funding Michigan’s State Parks

The Michigan DNR manages 360,000 acres for outdoor recreation!

140 state forest campgrounds
1,200+ boating access sites, 19 state harbors
13,700+ miles of state designated trails
103 state parks and recreation areas — including Tahquamenon Falls!

27%

Recreation Passport
sales (resident and
nonresident)

50%

camping
and lodging
reservations

11%

state-owned oil, gas and
mineral royalty revenues

9 7 % gnoﬁ:sions shelter

comes from user ' reservations, and

4 =
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fees and royalty miscellaneous sources
revenues

¥ 39

comes from Michigan'’s
general tax dollars
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Interpretive Ranger
Programs

Join the interpretive staff for fun-filled
programs all summer long!

Full program schedules are posted
throughout the park and on our Facebook
page (TQFalls).

Our regularly scheduled offerings include:

Arrows Away - Archery Program

Learn the basics of archery with hands-on
practice shooting a compound bow. All ages
welcome; children age 5-12 must have

an adult present. Meet at the Lower Falls
Campground Office.

Junior Naturalist Programs

Junior programs are geared toward children
age 10 and under, but all ages are welcome
to attend. Programs last about 40 minutes.

Upper Falls Guided Toura;

Join a park naturalist for a guided walk to the
largest waterfall in Michigan. Learn about
park history, wildlife of the Upper Peninsula
and what makes the water brown during this
45-minute walk to the Upper Falls viewing
areas.

All fourth grade classrooms are eligible for
a FREE experiential field trip to select state
parks to support their classroom learning!



Collaborative UP Moose Study Launched

It's a bird! It's a plane! It's a ...moose?

In the 1980s, the Michigan DNR and the
Canadian province of Ontario worked
together to select moose for transport to
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, a native home
range for the species. The goal of was to
produce a self-sustaining population of free-
ranging moose in the Upper Peninsula.

Moose being air-lifted from Ontario, Canada.

So, why had moose mostly disappeared?
Habitat loss in the late 1800s, hunting
pressure and exposure to brainworm, a
parasite that has little effect on white-tailed
deer but can be deadly to moose, are likely
culprits.

With the implementation of strong forest
management practices to restore suitable
habitat, 59 were flown to their new home in
the Upper Peninsula. Since the
re-introduction, the population has grown to
over 400. Over the last few decades
however, researchers have observed two
very different periods of growth. From 1997

i Y’ e

Red Fox

to 2007, the population grew steadily by
10% each year. Since 2009, aerial survey
data shows that annual growth has slowed
to less than 1%.

Understanding the factors that limit the
moose population is crucial for land and
wildlife managers, as it provides insight into
the broader ecological health of the

Upper Peninsula. Moose are also a
culturally significant symbol of Michigan’s
wilderness and an important species for the
traditions and practices of local indigenous
communities.

Fast-forward to 2025, and the Michigan
DNR, in partnership with the Keweenaw
Bay Indian Community and Northern
Michigan University, is conducting a study
to better understand the population trends.
Stressors related to environmental carrying
capacity, parasites and disease, vehicle
collisions, and climate change are among
the top contributors to be analyzed.

In February, 20 moose were fitted with radio
tracking collars as part of the project to
study their life in Michigan. Tracking these
movements will help researchers
understand moose survival and causes

of mortality, pregnancy rates and birthing
events.

Red foxes are most active from dusk to dawn. Their
ears are independently mobile and capable of picking
| up low-frequency sounds of small prey. If you're

| camping at the park, be mindful of where you leave
your belongings at night — one of these sly cuties
earned a reputation last summer for stealing shoes!

2l Grouse

&4 These year-round park residents are well-adapted

¥4 for winter. Their feet grow comblike scales in the fall,
4 which act as snowshoes until falling off in the spring.
Y9 In the warmer months, you might hear their signature
drumming. Back-and-forth wing flaps at incredible
speed create a miniature vaccum under their wings
and generate the thumping sound wave.

Freshwater Mussel

Next time you're hanging out by the river, see if you
can spot a freshwater mussel! Mussels typically live
in flowing current, playing an important role filtering
and cleaning the water. Not to be confused with the
invasive zebra or quagga mussels, many species of
freshwater mussels are threatened or endangered, so
the animals and their shells should be left where they
are found. They appreciate being admired, though!

Ranger Spotlight

Park Ranger John Clark.

Like most Yoopers, John Clark lives in a
nearby snowdrift much of the year. When
warmer weather arrives, he shakes the
snow from his hoary mane and jumps back
into action as Ranger Clark.

Ranger Clark started his career with the
Michigan DNR in high school, working

at the park through the Michigan Civilian
Conservation Corps program and then
intermittently as a summer employee until
2023, when he was hired on permanently.
The park is fortunate to have John’s jack-
of-all-trades skill set and dedicated years
of service.

When he isn’t rangering, you might find
John hunting, fishing or spending time
with his lovely wife, kids and menagerie of
animals. He also has impressive culinary
talents and is known as the “pride of the
potluck” by his co-workers. If you see him,
ask him about his ambrosia salad!

Americorps Crew

ENTERING

© M| TAHQUAMENON '
FALLS
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2024 Americorps Crew, “Maple 2.”

AmeriCorps is a federal agency that
promotes national service and volunteerism
by connecting young people from around
the country to community projects.
Projects focus on strengthening economic
opportunity, education, environmental
stewardship, disaster response, healthy
futures, and veterans and military families.

Since 2019, Ranger Eric Johnson has
worked with AmeriCorps crews to tackle
projects at sites in and around the park.
Last summer, the Maple 2 team made
improvements on the Giant Pines Loop,
Upper Falls Nature Trail, and the River
Trail. They also removed invasive purple
loosestrife, improved trail signage, cleared
trees and brush, and completed a number
of imrovement projects at multiple state
forest campgrounds.

If you know someone age 18-26 interested
in a unique and impactful job opportunity,
consider passing along the AmeriCorps
website: americorps.gov/serve.
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Visit Historic Whitefish Point

A Must-see Destination in the Eastern U.P.

S Explore the hauntm world of
" shlpwrecks lighthouses and lifesaving...

GREAT LAKES

www.shipwreckmuseum.com




