Lake St. Clair Smallmouth Bass Fact Sheet

Average Weight of Lake St.
Clair Smallmouth Bass

Inch Avg Wt. Std Rng

Group
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

(Ibs)
0.89
1.13
1.35
5D
2.17
2.65
3.10
3.63
4.30
4.82
5.33

(Ibs)
0.79-0.99
0.98-1.28
1.19-1.51
1.57-1.87
1.93-2.41
2.30-3.00
2.74-3.46
3.20-4.06
3.84-4.76
4.24-5.40
4.85-5.81

The Lake St. Clair Fisheries Research Station annually monitors the
Smallmouth Bass population of Lake St. Clair to ensure the health
and sustainability of this world-class fishery. Annual monitoring ac-
tivities include trap netting, trawling, and jaw tagging. This fact
sheet provides a quick reference to estimate the weight and age of
Smallmouth Bass from Lake St. Clair based on data collected from
1,305 Smallmouth Bass sampled during April - May of 2013-2018.

This average weight table at left provides the expected weight of Lake St.
Clair Smallmouth Bass at a given inch group (length of the fish rounded down
to the nearest inch, e.g., a 19 % inch fish is in the 19 inch group), along with a
standard range (Std Rng). Roughly % of fish in a given inch group are ex-
pected to fall within this standard weight range.

Contact:

Jan-Michael Hessenauer, Ph.D.

: . g > More info:
Fisheries Research Biologist

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-

Lake St. Clair Fisheries Research Station 79136_79236_80537_80704-—,00.html

hessenauerjl@michigan.gov



How old 1s my Lake St. Clair Smallmouth Bass?
Age (Years)

2% 25% 4% -
34% 61% 3% 1% -
12% 54% 27% 6% 1% -
3% 35% 44% 13% 4% 1% - - - - - - -
1% 8% 44% 33% 14% 2% -
- 1% 9% 39% 37% 10% 3% - - -
- - 2% 12% 39% 25% 16% 5% 1% 1% -
- - - 2% | 9% 20% 27% 21% 13% 7% 1% - -
- - - 23% 12% 10% 2% @ 4%
- - - 33% 25% 8% - -

Fish Total Length (inches)

Background:

~ Age—length keys are a common tool used in
fisheries management to estimate the ages of
fish from which no age structure, like a scale,
~ spine or otolith is collected. This age-length
~ key is specific to Lake St. Clair Smallmouth
- Bass, and is based on the data from 1,305
Smallmouth Bass sampled by DNR-Fisheries
~ personnel between 2013 and 2018. The values is the most likely age of your fish. For

- represent the percent of fish in a given inch o — = & example a 19 inch fish is most likely 9
& group (rows) that are a given age (columns). g 2 — " yearsold (27% of all 19 inch fish are 9),
~ The yellow boxes highlight the most likely age | - goie——RNRN | [ b between 6 and 13 years old,

- estimate for each inch group. : : - >

To estimate the age of vour fish:

- 1) Measure fish and round down to the near-
est inch group (a fish measuring 19% inch-
es should be rounded to 19)

2) Find the row that corresponds with your
fishes’ inch group, reading across this row _
the column with the highest percent value

—



